
THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 1 0 5 7  

years and is now its vice president. The 
home of Mr. and Ah-s. Miller \\-as blessed 
with s i s  children. four of whom are yet liv- 
ing : Eddie L.. Claude T., Clemma and -Ada 
>lay. Mr. Miller lost his first wife in Sep- 
tember, 1890. and she was laid to  rest in In- 
dianola cemetery amid the deep regret of her 
many friends. In  October. I S ~ I ,  Mr. Mil- 
ler was joined in u-edlock to  Fannie l{. 
Ilichener. who was born in this county and 
is a daughter of \V. 11'. 3Iichener. one of the 
early settlers here. There are three children 
l ~ y  this union : 3Iildred. Russell and 
Genevieve. 

Politically 1Ir. lliliei svas iormerlv iden- 
tified with the Democratic party. but for 
some years has given his support to the Pro- 
hihition party and cast the first Prohibition 
vote i : ~  Sidell ton-nship. He is the first Pro- 
hibition mayor ever in the town and is prol-- 
in= a most capable officer, although he has 
never been an office seeker, content to do his 
duty as a private citizen. H e  is a member 
of the Ilethoclist Episcopal church and one 
of its earnest and effective workers. while 
for some years he served as superintendent 
of the Sunday-school. Socially he is identi- 
fied \\-it11 the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lo~vs and the Modern \Voodmen of ,\tnerica 
ancl was chairman of the building committee 
under whose direction the Odd Fello~vs hall 
was erected. H e  built the second house in 
Siclell. and has labored effectil-ely for the 
material upbuilding and improl-ement of this 
place and for the entire county. H e  aided 
in del-eloping three farms here and his 11-ork 
has been effective and far-reaching. H e  is 
incteecl a public spirited and progressive citi- 
zen and his name is now on the roll of those 
who have been forenlost in promoting the 
public activity of this section of the state. 
H e  on-ns three brick houses in Sidell. has 
built tn-o good business blocks there. -4 man 

of tried integrity and worth his 11-ord is a s  
good as an?- bond and he is most faithful in 
meeting any obligation o r  fulfilling the terms 
of a contract. It is said that if J. \I-. Miller 
enters into an agreement he never fails in 
the fulfillment of his part of it, but al\\-ays 
stands honorably by his position. H e  is a 
representative man of strong purpose. known 
and honored by all with whom he comes in 
contact. 

A -+- 
- .  

l1ason 31- 11-right \!-as born December 
I j. 1832. in 11-ilmington. Ohio. a son of 
Potter and Teressa 11-right. His father, 
a native of Rllode Island, 11-ent to Ohio a t  
an early day. By trade he ~vas  a mill\vright 
and follo~ved that business tllrougllout his 
entire career. There the gerater part of his 
family remained. living in that locality for 
years. as prominent and influential inenlhers 
of the cornmunit?-. 'There \\-ere five brothers 
and one sister in the famil!-. including 
George \\-right. of Chicago. Those deceased 
are : Horatio. 1Iason 11.. Horace. James. 
Heiirj- and CJ-nthia. The famil!- \\-ere of 
the Episcopalian faith. The father died be- 
fore the illarriage o i  our subject. xnc! his 
n~other. sun-iving her husband for a number - 
of years. has also passed away. both cleyart- 
ing this life in \\-orthington. Ohio. \\-here 
they were married. 

l lason 11. \\-right renlained upon the 
home farnl until t~vent>--one or  t\vent?--two 
\-ears of age and then \vent to Soblesl-ille. 
Here he engaged in merchandising for a fen- 
years and from Soblesville he 11-eilt to Mar!-s- 
1-ille. Illinois. continuing there for some years. 
His nest place of residence \\-as Higginsl-ille, 
where he remained for some time a i d  then 
selling his propert)- and the dry-goods busi- 
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ness which he had there conducted he came 
to Danville in 1565. Here Mr. Wright be- 
came connected with a private banking busi- 
ness in partnership wit11 John C. Short. 
When bvo or  three years had passed he pur- 
chased a mill owned by Mr. Henderson and 
at this time gave the plant the name of the 
Danville Mills. Under his supervision this 
industry became an important factor of the 
city. H e  continually enlarged it. increasing 
his facilities from time to time in order to 
meet the _gro~\-i~~g demands of his trade. H e  
also built a hominy mill and to this business 
he devoted his energies until his death. He  
furnished employment to a number of work- 
men. so that the enterprise was of value to 
the commuillty as 11-ell as to himself. The 
product of the mill was shipped as well as 
sold to the home market, and annually the 
enterprise returned to him a good income. 
Mr. I i r ight  was likewise interested in the 
real-estate business to some estent. 

On the 19th of September, 1869. was 
celebrated the marriage of our subject and 
Mrs. Anna E. Forbes, a native of Sewark, 
Ohio. ant1 a daug-hter of \I-illiam and Mar- 
garet (Davis) Robinson. both of 11-hom were 
natives of Ohio. The father \\-as a mer- 
chant. follo\ving that pursuit until called to 
his final rest. his death occurring during the 
early girlhood of Mrs. \\;right. 111 the fam- 
ily were four da~tghters and one son : Mrs. 
John T. Short. Ilrs.  \IT. H. IVebster, Mrs. 
V. L. Halves and Mrs. IVright. all of ivl~oni 
are living. and Edward n-ho has passed 
away. The year 1852 witnessed the arrival 
of the family in Danville. and the following 
year the father's death occurred. The mar- 
riage of Mr. and Mrs. II'right has been 
blessed wit11 the following children : George 
M., a resident of Danville. who is conduct- 
i n g  a milling business. Genevieve M. and 
Judson &I., all of Danville. 

In his political views Mr. Wright was a 
Republican and while he kept well informed 
on the issues of the day, he never took an 
active part in political work or  sought office. 
H e  was of a most retiring disposition and of 
a most earnest nature, strong, self-reliant 
and helpful. H e  was devoted to  his family 
and his business,-these largely claiming his 
attention. He held friendship inviolable and 
home ties sacred. and thus he endeared him- 
self to all n-ith whom he had social relations. 
Coming to the west with little capital, he 
sought in the broad business opportunities 
of the cleveloping state of Illinois room for 
his business affairs he u-oil a high measure 
of success. His name, too. was synonymous 
with honorable dealing and his integrity 
stood as an unquestioned fact in his career. 

For a half century Jackson Cromn-ell 
has been a resiclent of \rern~ilion county, 
and he is numbered among the honored 
pioneers u-110 have laid the foundation for 
the present progress and prosperity which it 
enjoys. He  was born in Union county. In- 
diana, December 13, 1833- His parents 
were John and Rachel Crom\vell. natives of 
3rnryland and Kentucky, respective1 y. They 
were married in LTnion county, Indiana, 
where the father carried on farming until his 
death. \~-hich occurred in 183 j. The mother 
then became the wife of Solomon Harness. a 
native of Ohio. and a farmer by occupation. 
They removed to Carroll county, Indiana, 
where Mr. Harness died in 1852. In poli- 
tics he was a IVhig. The mother then re- 
movecl to Vermilion county, Illinois. where 
she resided for four yezrs. after which she 
removed to Polk county, Missouri, and there 
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is recognizecl as a controlling force in 
business. political and social life. His birth 
occurred on his fzther's farm near Dandle .  
Illinois, Sol-ember 13. 186;. and 11e yet re- 
tains a deep interest in the county of llis na- 
tivity and has many friends there who re- 
joice in his ad\-ancement. It is tllerefore 
meet that mention of one of her eminent 
sons shorlld he made in this volume. 

,4t the usual age Mr. Thompson entered 
the common country schools and until he 
11-as sixteen years of age he lived the life 
of the ordinar\- country boy, occupied 11-it11 
the duties of the fields through the summer 
months and colltinuing his studies in the 
winter seasons. During his last winter upon 
the farm, in connectioil with an older broth- 
er. he haulecl logs with an ox-team. S o t  
~vishing to folloxi- an agricultural life. 110\1-- 
ever, he 11-ent to Danville and entered the 
Eastern IIli~lois College. His older brother 
was the11 in la\\- school and as the father 
could not afiord to send both of his sons to 
~ ~ 1 7 0 0 1  JOIYII R. paid for his tuition by clerk- 
ing in the store of Charles H. Hacker on 
Saturtlavs and caring for llis emplo~-er's 
horses during the week. For two years he 
remained a stuclent in the Danville Sornlal 
scllool and after his graduation in the class 
of 1S8.3. he ol~tained a teacher's certificate 
and for three years taught in the countr~- 
schools. H e  also engaged in clerking for 
two -ears  in Ilanville. but was gradual1~- 
~11-ancing and making for himself a record 
in the business I\-orld and his nest step \vas 
to open a little general inercantile establish- 
ment of his own in the village of Fithian. 

\ter at H e  \\-as likewise appointed postnla: 
that place and continued to make his llolne 
there until the fall of 1891. \\-hen he came 
to  Chicago. 

Since his arrival in this city his success 
in business has been uniform and rapid. and 

to-day there are fen- names more widely 
Lmo~i-11 in the business circles of Chicago 
than that of Jchn R. Thompson. H e  first 
opened a small restaurant a t  Xo. 397 State 
street and from this nuclells has grown his 
preser,t extensive business. The financial 
panic of 1893 follo\ved. but he managed to 
so conduct his affairs that he weathered the 
stor117 and soon found iavorable opportuni- 
tj- for increasing his enterprise. In 1896- 
7-S he ~pened  three new restaurants. and 
now in 1903 lle has ten restaurants. adran- 
tageously situatecl in the do\vn ton-n dis- 
trict. n-here daily nleals are furnished to  
thousands of people. and in return he re- 
ceives a splenditl annual income. In addi- 
tion to his restaul-ants 1le has a n-holesale 
llouse at S o .  38 and 40 State street. occu- 
p>-ing the entire iour doors and basement. 
This has a supplj- departtllent from 11-hich 
he clnily sentls out supplies of even- descrip- 
tion to his restaurants. inclu<?ing meats. gro- 
ceries. ~egetables. silver ware. line11 and ta- 
ble uter?sil.;. H e  also does a n-holesale busi- 
ness in suppl-ill= other restaurants, hotels 
and dining cars. He likexvise o\\-ns and op- 
erates Iiis ice plznt. and it \\-ill thus be seen 
is mnnagil1.g a business of great magnitude. 
EEis emylo~-es now number five h~uldred. 
Such in lvief is the histor!- of his business 
career. but he \\-110 reads bet\\-een the lines 
lvill hn\-e learned of the esectlti~e force. 
keen foresight, market1 energy and incle- 
iatigal)le intlustr>- upon l~h ich  his success 
is based. 

Before remo\-ing to Chicago Mr. 
Tlion~pson \\-as married. on the 5th of -4u- 
gust. 1891. to Miss Rose Hol1o~sa~-. of 
Georgeto~vn, Illinois. a daugllter of Captain 
G. TI-.  Hollon-a\-. a pioneer resident of 1-er- 
n1i:ion county, and the)- have tn-o children- 
Tohn R.. Jr.. and Ruth E. Theirs is a beau- 
tifrzl home a t  4415 Gra~ld Boulevard. Both 
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the house and barn are built of blue Bedford 
rack. There is an extensive lawn around 
the house, which in its furnishings is sup- 
plied with all that wealth can secure and re- 
find taste s~ggest .  while bourlings alleys, 
billard rooms and shooting' gallery afford 
many pleasureable hours to the g ~ ~ e s t s  of 
the household. Mr. Thompson finds one of 
his chief sources of recreation and plea.;ure 
in driving and is the olvner of some of the 
finest specimens of the noble steed to be 
found in the country. He  has a real love 
for his horses and in driving them over the 
speeclways of the city for the pleasure of 
testing their powers. he all\-ays prefers to 
handle the reins himself rather than to 
trust his horses to the care of a paid driver. 
Racing for pleasure upon the snow courses 
of Chicago has won him many notable vic- 
tories. He has reason to be very proud of 
his pacer Van Duzen and of his horse Saul, 
\\-ho have \+-on in nlany heats and are well 
known to all frequenters of the boulevard 
and park speed\\-ays of Chicago. Mr. 

. Thompson is secretary and treasurer of the 
Gentlemen's Driving Club and is a nlenlber 
of most all of the leading social clubs of the 
city, including the Union League. the \iTash- 
ington E'ark, the Colonial. and the Tiood- 
lawn Park Club. He is also a thirty-second 
degree h'lason. belonging to Hesperia Lodge. 
St. Bernard Comn~andery and Oriental Con- 
sistory. I i e  is a member of the board of di- 
rectors of the Christendom, a magazine ed- 
ited by Dr. Harper of the Chicago Univer- 
sity. and is deeply interested in many meas- 
ures for the welfare of the city. being a co- 
operant factor along various lines for the 
public good. H e  holds decided opinion, 
n-hich he expresses fearlesslq- but never ag- 
gressively. In Igoa. associated with other 
prominent men. he took a firm stand in con- 
tinuing the pt~blic schools t h r o ~ ~ g h  a ten 

months' term, and his influence is ever on 
the side of prog-ress and upbuilding. A 
leading Republican. his opinions carry 
weight in the councils of his party in Chi- 
cago and in 1903 he was prominently spoken 
of as the candidate for mayor. receiving the 
endorsement of his own ward and of many 
political and personal friends throughout 
the city. He  has hen-ever never been a pol- 
itician in the usual sense of the term, nor 
112s 11e s ~ ~ g h t  oflice. His friends, knoll-ing 
that his political record was clear and that 
his business ability was of the highest order, 
believed that he would show the same capa- 
bility in managing the affairs of the city, 
hut his aspirations were not in that direc- 
tion and he became a supporter of John hf. 
Harlan. There arose during the can~paign 
a nlovenlent which originated in a joke, but 
~vhich became a potent element in the can- 
n s s .  Sonie prominent inen met in a down 
town office and in a spirit of fun organized 
\vith fifteen members what they called the 
Stray -Hangers League. This came about 
through a cliscussion of the overcro\vded 
condition of the street cars, necessitating 
stanrling in the aisles. hanging on to straps. 
''-3: seal for every strap hanger-at least oc- 
casionally" was adopted as the platfor111 of 
the league. To carry out the joke fifty thou- 
sand buttons were ordered, on which were 
the wortls : "Strap-Hangers League. More 
Seats. Ilarlan," and these were given to all 
11 ho applied. The original number xvas soon 
exhaasted and fifty thousand more were 
ordered. and the "joke" became an influence 
in the politics of the campaign. the influence 
of \\-hlch is incalculable, showing public 
feeling npon the question. 

Mr. Thornpson is yet a young man. \\-ith 
much of his history yet t a  be written, but 
he has already made for himself a place in 
the political. social and business world that 
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entitles him to pro~nience among the leading 
men of Chicago. Vermilion county has rea- 
son to be proud of this. her native son, and 
it is with pleasure \\-e present his history to 
our readers. In manner he is genial and un- 
ostentatious and the accum~~latiun of 11-ealth- 
has never affected his treatment of the less 
fortunate friends of his earlier years. 
Stancling to-day at the head of one of the 
leading business enterprises of its kind in 
the countr~-, eserting an influence in public 
aft'airs in Chicago of marked force. it is not 
tlificult to prophesy that Mr. Thompson 
might attain to almost any position that he 
mig-l~t clesire, but his ambition seems to  be 
in the line of business and he regards his 
other interests as side issues. ~ ~ i t h o u t  \\-llicl~ 
no life can be well rounded. no charac- 
ter \yell balanced and yet they ha\-e never 
drawn his attelltion fro111 the chief aim of 
his life. He has found that success is ambi- 
tion's ansn-er. 

- - -  - 

G. E. JOSES. D. V. S. 

Dr. G. B. Jones, of Sidell, is the assistailt 
state ~eterinarj- and during the past seven 
years he has practiced his profession in \'er- 
r~~ilion count?- with niarked success. He  
started out in life a poor nlan ~vitllout cap- 
ital. ancl the rounds of the ladder on \vhich he 
has climbed have been determi~lation. indus- 
try. close application and ability. He is a 
native son of Illinois. his birth having oc- 
curred near Paris. in Edgar county. Octo- 
ber 28. 1864. His father. Lewis Jones. ij-as 
born and reared in Green count:-. Kentucky. 
his natal day being in September, 1834 
Judge George Jones, the grandfather of our 
subject. was a native of V-irginia. but be- 
catne one of the early settlers of the Blue 
Grass state and served his country as a sol- 

dier in the Elack Hawk war. Lewis Jones, 
the Doctor's father. was reared in Kentucky, 
and when a young man came to Illinois, 
settling on Big creek in Edgar county where 
he was united in marriage to Miss Eliza 
Shields. a (laughter of the Hon. \I-illiam 
Shields, a prominent and influential resident 
of that county who sen-ed for a n u i n k  of 
years in the state legislature and left the deep 
impress of his individuality upon many of 
the laws enacted during that period. He was 
also a nlillister of the Baptist church and a 
man o i  marked influence \\-hose labors 
proved of benefit to his fello\v men along 
man?- lines of progress and inlprovement a4 
well as of nloral development. -liter his 
maniage 11r. Jones tunled his attention to 
farnling in Edgar county and to-day he oxns  
and operates a valuable farm of three hun- 
dred and t\vent;v acres there. 11-1iich is \\-ell 
j~npro~-ed. being equipped \\-it11 all modern 
accessories ant1 con~eniences. In connection 
\\-it11 the culti\-ation of the fields he is also 
successfully engaged in stock-raising. and 
both branches of his business return to him 
a good income. In the family were twelve 
chiltlren. ten of \1-11om reached mature years 
u-hile nine are yet l i~ing.  including four sons. 
The eldest son is Dr. ti-. S. Jones. a rnedical 
practitioner residing in Redmon. Illinois. 
George B. is the second son of the family. 
Ira I.. grew to nlature years. married. and at 
his tleath left a 11-idolv and child. The 
!-ounger sons of the Jones fanlily were James 
ant1 Frank. -411 of the children were n-ell 
educated and three daughters and t ~ v o  sons 
were teachers at one time. 

Dr. G. B. Jones. of this revieit-. entered 
the conlnlon schools at  the age of s is  years. 
and after completing his preliminaq course 
there, became a student in the Sorther11 In- 
diana Sorrnal School at  Valparaiso. Indiana, 
from which he lvas graduated with the class 
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of 1888. Later, he engaged in teaching for 
several years, and for four terms was prin- 
cipal of the high school at  Pleasant Hill. 
Illinois. In  the practice of the profession 
he met with s~~ccess, imparting readily and 
clearly to others the knowledge he had ac- 
qt:ired, proving a competent educator. Later 
he took up the study of veterinary surgery. 
being a student in Toronto, Canada. II-here 
is located the most complete and best 
equipped school of the kind on the continent. 
H e  completed his course there in the spring- 
of 1894. after which he came to Sidell, per- 
manently locating here. He took up his 
abode among strangers and it was necessary 
for him to win public confidence as well as 
to establish his reputation for capability in 
his chosen field of endeavor. He not only 
began life for himself empty-handed, but 
he was several hundred dollars in debt 11-hen 
he entered upon the practice of his present 
profession. H e  has, however, worked up 
an escellent business, extending for miles in 
every directiun. and in the spring of I 901 he 
was appointed assistant state veterinary, 
which is a life appointment and is conferrecl 
only in recognition of superior merit and 
ability. By reading and investigation the 
Doctor has continually broadened his knov:l- 
edge concerning veterinary surgery. and his 
efforts have been attended ~vith a marked 
degree of success. 

On the 6th of March, 189;. in Terre 
Haute, Indiana, the Doctor was united in 
marriage to Miss Etta Mapes, ~vhose birth 
occurred in Edgar county, Illinois. At an 
early age, however, she was left an orphan. 
and found a home in Terre Haute, Indiana. 
where she lived for a number of years. She 
is a daughter of Cyrus Mapes. 11r11o was an 
early settler of Edgar county, ancl there spent 
much of his life, dying during the early girl- 
hood of Rlrs. Jones. By their marriage our 

subject and his wife hare become the parents 
of two children. Ho~vard L.. born December 
I, 1897. and George C.. born Xovember I I ,  

1899. 
Socially the Doctor is connected n-it11 the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellou-s, having 
been made a member in Paris Lodge. In 
politics he is an earnest Democrat and cast 
his first presidential ballot for Grover Clex-- 
land. In local elections. however, he votes 
independently. I-Ie was elected and served 
for two terms as president of the board of 
aldermen and for tu-o years was president of 
the school board, at the end of which time he 
resigned. 1T.e has frequently been a dele- 
gate to numerous congressional ancl county 
conventions and was elected a delegate to the 
state convention. I le  purchased ten acres 
of lancl adjoining the corporate litnits of 
Siclell and built thereon a I-eterinary hospital 
for the care of sick horses. He also has a 
residence block in the citv ancl has a neat and 
attractive home. The Doctor is a man of 
strong mentalit-. firm purpose and nlarked 
enterprise-qualities which have bee11 essen- 
tial elements in n inning him success. -4s a 
citizen he is public-spIritec1. ant1 local ad- 
vancenlent and national progress are both 
causes dear to his heart. I3e certainly ile- 
serves great credit for ~vhat he has acconl- 
plishecl. both in a fillancia1 and professional 
~ - \ - a > - ! - .  and anlong the representattiye nlen of 
\-errnilion county. he is numbered. 

THOlI-AS PERXY. 

Thomas Perrj-. who is lvell known in 
Vermilion count!. as a representative of its 
agricultural interests, was born in Bedford- 
shire. England. 3iIay SO, 1832, a son of 
Tl-zonlas and Sarah Perry. 11-hen a young 
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man of eighteen years he emigrated to the 
L-nited States with ,%braham JIann, Sr., 
and lvorked for that gentleman for eight dol- 
lars per month through the succeeding six 
years. He afterward lollo~~-ecl various oc- 
c~lpations. including brick-making and farm 
work. commandi~~g higher wages as his effi- 
ciency increased lvitl.1 his g-ron-ing years. 
\Iden he arrived in this county all \\-as new 
and ~vilcl. much of the prairie being still un- 
settled. nor a furron- ha\-ing been turned up- 
on many an acre. He  first assisted in break- 
ing the prairie and cutting do~\-ll the forest 
trees. cle~ritlg the land for cultivation. H e  
first tool; up his abode near the present site 
of Ross\-ille. although the ton-11 had not been 
estzblished at that time. He  n-as employecl 
by others for about sis years and then, in 
partnership ~vith a Mr. Purser, he engaged 
in brick-making. carrying on that business 
for two years. He nest purchased his pres- 
ent farm \\-hen it was covered \\-it11 timber 
and hazel-l~rusli. H e  cleared this, placing it 
under a lligh state of cultivation, and about 
ISST he erected thel-eon a very substantial 
and attractive frame residence. Here he is 
living with his niece. Miss Sarah Perry. n-110 
is acting as his housekeeper. He  had one 
brotl~er. Joseph Perry, who \\-as drafted near 
the close of the Civil war. but he had pro- 
ceeded no iurther than Sprin,$ield \\-hen his 
death occurred. The father of our subject 
died in T'ern~ilion coutlty and both he and 
his son Henry n-ere buried in the cemetery 
a t  Rossville. The mother afterward re- 
turned to England. n-here she died, leaving 
our subject the only sun-ivor of the family. 
The vear of his parents' emigration to this 
county was in the ' 50s- 

,At one time Thomas Per?- visited Cali- 
fornia for his health, and has twice visited 
England but returning he settled on his pres- 
ent homestead farm, on section 31. Newell 

ton-nship. H e  has made many rails used 
in fences here and has steadily \\-orked his 
Il-ay upward in business, acquiring a com- 
petence through his on-n enera-. He has 
used the single shovel plow- and the single 
line harness. 3Ianp a time has he dropped 
corn by hand and bound wheat by hand. 
He  can remember the times \\-hen goods 
n-ere hauled from --ittica, Covington and 
Perr~-sville. because there were no markets 
of any consequence in this portion of the 
state. Slr. Pern- has seen and heard rlluch 
of the pioneer life. H e  can remember the 
days 11-hen fires were made by striking flint 
ancl thus lighting tow. also when two or 
three people \\-auld ride on the back of one 
horse to church. H e  has been in the county 
for fifty years and has therefore lived to see 
it developed from primitive conditions to 
its present prosperity, has seen the wild lands 
transformed into splendid farms, \vhile good 
lloxlles have been built and all the evidences 
o i  a modern ci\-ilization ha\-e been in- 
troduced. - - - *- 

I-ICTOR LESEURE. 

For ntany years a leading and infl~lential 
business mall of Danville. T-ictor Leseure 
contributed to the nlaterial upbuildi~lg of the 
city and his influence \\-as ever for good 
along other lines of progress and improve- 
ment. He  took up his abode here in the 
year 1831 and through thirty-one years he 
\\-as identified \\-it11 the citj's grou-th and \\-el- 
fare. -\ native of Sancj-, France, his birth 
occurred in 1813. His parents were Pierre 
ancl .Anne ( Desiree) Leseure. both oi \\-horn 
\\-ere natives of France. n-here the father en- 
gaged in manufacturing. He resided in 
that country until 1833. when he brought 
his fzmily to the new world. making a settle- 
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ment near Covington, Kentucky, where he 
lived for a number of years. He then re- 
moved to Clark county, Illinois, where he re- 
mained for several years, and on the expira- 
tion of that period he came to Vermilion 
county, settling upon a farm south of Dan- 
ville, in Danville ton-nship. There both he 
and his wife spent their remaining days. Of 
their children some died in France and Ed- 
ward is now the only one living. He  resides 
in Danville and is represented elsen-here in 
this work. 

Victor 1-eseure \\-as about twenty years 
of age \\-hen he came to the new ivorld with 
his parents. He had acquired his education 
in the schools of his native country. Here 
he was married to  Miss Caroline E. Alc- 
Donald, of Vermilion county, who died in 
the year 1872. Five children \\-ere 
born unto them: Catherine. nolv the wife 
of Charles T. Yoemans, of Danville; C. 
Frank, who married Jennie Sidell, of the . 
same city, and is now deceased; Louise. the 
wife of IV. K. Palmer, of Ketv Rochelle. 
New York; bIinnette, the wife of Thomas 
Elliott, of Danville: and Caroline, who died 
in chilclhnd. In 1579 Mr. Lesure was again 
married. his second union being ~vith Mrs. 
Mary J. (Smith) McDonald, a sister-in-law 
of his first wife. She is a native of Vir- 
ginia, and a claugl~ter of David and Susan 
(Hunsicker) Smi.th, I\-ho were also natives 
of the Old Dominion and became early set- 
tlers of Vermilion county. Indiana, taking 
up their abode upon a farm near Perrysville 
where they remained until called to their 
final rest. 

After coming to Vermilion c o ~ ~ n t y  Rlr. 
Leseure of this revie\\- established a dry- 
goods store in Danville and conducted a re- 
tail business for several years with success. 
H e  then becatne a partner in the Danvilie 
Gas Works, continuing in that bvsiness until 

his demise. He  was 2 man of energy, keen 
foresight and reliability. and his sound judg- 
ment and perseverance enabled him to'carry 
foru-arc1 to successful completion whatever 
he undertook. He never sought or desired 
office, but \\-as stanch Republican in politics 
and believed firmly in the principles of the 
party. H e  died .-iugust 9, 1882, and thus 
passed awav a b~~siness man of worth v-hose 
name had become a synonym for integrity 
and probity of character. Mrs. Leseure is 
a member of the Presbyterian church of 
Danville and the fanlily is a prominent one 
in this city, its inembers occupying a very 
enviable position in social circles. Mrs. 
Leseure now owns a nice home at So .  220 

Kortll street and her propert- interest also 
includes a business b1ock.011 Main street. 

F. 11. G~~stin.  who is proprietor of a 
hoarding ancl liven- stable in Danville, mas 
born in Butler county, Ohio. ,lugust 22, 

1849, and is a son of J. B. and Elizabeth 
(Dearth) Gustin, both of n-horn were na- 
tives of Ohio. the father's birth occurring in 
\irarren county, that state. He  died in 
Miami county, Indiana. in 1884. \vhile the 
mother is living in Peru, that state. with her 
children: \I-illiam 13.. Elbert Rush, and 
Edward C. The other member of the fami- 
ly and the elclest is AIr. Gustin of this review. 
The fourth child. Cassius 0. .  11-ho \\-as also 
a resident of Peru. Indiana. died December 
13, 1902. 

F. hI. Gustin pursued his education in 
the district schools of Miami county. Indi- 
ana. to 11-11ich place his parents removed dur- 
ing his early youth. He  engaged in farm 
work upon the old family homestead and 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 1069 

after starting out in life on his own account 
devoted his energies to  the same pursuit. 
being a well known agriculturist of 3Iiami 
county for twenty-one years. He  owned 
one hundred and eighty acres of rich land 
in Miami and Howard counties and its cul- 
tivation resulted in bringing to him rich har- 
vests. In 1889 he purchased a half interest 
in a livery barn here and in 1892 became sole 
proprietor. In rgoo he erected a nen- addi- 
tion to  his barn. His lot has a frontage of 
seventy-four and a half feet. He removed 
to the city in 1891 and has resided here con- 
tinuous1~- since. His home is at  So.  I j 

Franklin street and he also has property 
at KO. 91 j Vermilion street. 

Mr. Gustin \\-as married in Peru, Indiana, 
in 1873. to I\liss -\lice C. Xusiahl. 1~110 11-as 
born in Miami county, Indiana. in 1852. a 
daughter of Joseph Xus fahl, a retired farm- 
er of Howard county, Indiana, now deceased. 
who was born in C;er~nany and came to 
America ~vhen thirteen years of age. He 
received an escellent ed~lcation in his native 
land and took up the study of English in the 
United States. acquiring an escellent edu- 
cation. Me settled in northern Ohio ancl 
about 1835 removed to Iliami count>-. Indi- 
ana. where he turned his attention to fann- 
ing. becoming one of the large landon-ners 
of that part of the state. He  was clulre 
prominent in public affairs. was progressive 
and enterprising and his labors proved of 
value in promoting the general weifare. 11; 
his political support he was a stallvart Dem- 
ocrat, cleeply interested in the success of his 
party. He died March 13, 1903. and he 
ancl his 11-ife are both interred in the Paw 
Pa\\- cemetery, Miami county. Indiana. 3Irs. 
Gustin has three sisters and one brother. 
namely : Joseph R., Mrs. -iddie Jlattos. 
Mrs. Emma IL-oodworth and Mrs. Mar: 
Main. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Gustin have been 

born three children: Louis V.. who mar- 
ried Doroth!- Hanna. is no\\- connected with 
an undertaking firm of Chicago. Ralph E.. 
who is engage6 in a similar business. mar- 
ried 111-rtle Clapp of Chicago. in ~vhich city 
the!- reside. Clarence 31. is his father's as- 
sistant in business. 

In  his political afiliations Jlr. Gustin is 
a Repr~blican and in 1880 he served as asses- 
sor of Richland to\\-nship. 3Iiami count:-. 
Indiana. In 1884 he was re-elected to that 
office. the first time in the histor?- of the state 
that any one was ever chosen to that position 
for four years. the Ian- just having been 
passed giving the assessors a four years' 
term. He  helongs to the Independent Order 
of Odd FelIo~\-s. has filled all the chairs in 
the local lodge: belongs to Marsh Encamp- 
Inent : co tile IIilita~lt Ranli. Canton SO. I I,  

antl to 3 lercy Lodge. So .  72. Order of Re- 
bekahs. His name is also on the membership 
roll of the llodern I\-oodmen Camp. So .  
2.74 : I'rotective League. So .  147 : Loyal 
-Amel-ican League. So .  IU  : and his wife is 
identified \\-it11 the Royal Seighbrs .  the 
Protective League and the Rekkahs. ~e 
also belor~gs to the 3Iethotlist Episcopal 
church. and is a citizen I\-110 manifests a 
deep interest in ever!-thing pertaining to 
public prcgrgrcss antl the general g m l .  

Fortunate is the nlan u-110 has back of 
him an ancestry honorable and distinguished 
and happy is he if his lines of life are cast 
in harnlon? theren-ith. In appearance. in 
talents and in character Dr. H. C. Poiveil 
is a ~vortltl; scion of his race. He comes of 
a farnilq- that. long established in -America, 
has been prominent in affairs effecting the 
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- welare of the nation-a family noted, also, 
for intellectual strength, for keen researcl~ 
and investigation and in connection wit11 the 
medical fratemity representatives of the 
name have done important 11-ork. 

- Dr. Pou-ell was born in I11ontgomery 
county, Indiana, near Crau-iordsville, June 
10, 1840, and is a son of Hiram and -Inn 
(Kreylich) Polk-ell. The Powells come of 
English ancestry. Oner R. Po~\-ell, the 
grandfather of our subject. was born Nay 
I 7, I 771, anlid the Saddleback llountains 
of Orange county, TTirgitlia, and because of 
his great fleetness of foot he was chosen to 
act as a spy during the Rex-olutionary war. 
One of the representatix-es of the name. 

' Professor IV. Byrd Po~vell, >I. D. . has at- 
tained distinction as a promine~lt physiciali 
and is a writer upon topics of great interest 
to the medical science. In our subject's 
library is a work from his pen called The 
Natural History of the Hun1an Tempera- 
ments; their laws in relation to marriage 
and fatal consecluences of their violation to 
progeny. Hiram Pou-ell. the father of the 
Doctor, was born in Kenton county. Ken- 
tucky, in 1800. and after arriving at years of 
maturity was married in that state to ,inn 
Kreylich, who was also born in Kentucky. 
Her father was a native of England, 1~110, 
on emigrating to An~erica, settled first in 
Orange counfy , -Virginia. -After his mar- 
riage in Kenton county, Kentucky, Hiram 
Powell turned his attention to farming and, 
removing to R,lontgomery county, Indiana. 
he there carried on the same pursuit. yet 
his attention was not given entirely to the 
work of tilling the soil. H e  was a man of 
excellent intellectual endo~vments, a scl~ol - 

arly man and of broad reading. H e  practiced 
law successr'ully to some extent, was a 
splendid mathematician and a successful 

, educator. From 1S2S until I 864 he remain- 

ed in Rllontgomery county, Indiana. and then 
removed to Boone county. where he was 
prominent in public affairs. serving as presi- 
dent of the school board of Thorntown, 
Indiana. and also as city alderman. His 
labors in business life brought to him a 
comfortable competence so that in his later 
years he 11-2s enabled to live in retirement 
and i e t  enjoy all the comforts and many of 
the luxuries of life. -4 faithful member of 
the Odd Fellows society. he tool< a very deep 
interest in its work ancl held many of its 
offices. while in the Republican party he was 
politically kno\vn as an earnest advocate of 
the principles in \~-l~ich he believed. He  
passed away in 1880, in the eightieth year 
of his age. ancl the mother of our subject died 
in 1833. The father \\-as again married. 
By the first union there were eleven children, 
eight of \k-l~om reached pears of maturity, 
~v l~ i le  those still living are :Jacob, a resident 
of Wayneton-n. Indiana: Xarp, the widow 
of J. T. Blackburn and a resident of Dan- 
ville; Lucinda. the wife of H. Pottinger, of 
Danville: H. C. : and -4daline. the n-idow of 
Talbin Fletcher and a resident of India- 
napolis. >lilton B. served for three years in 
the Tenth ken tuck^- Infantry during the 
Civil war. holding the rank of corporal. 
H e  returned home in a crippled condition 
and finally succunlbed to his injuries, dying 
at Thornto~i-11, Incliatla. 

Dr. Poviell began his education in the 
subscription scl~ools of Montgomery county, 
Indiana, ancl later attended the public 
scllools ancl the IVesleyan Academy of his 
native county. where he was prepared for 
more advanced edt~cational work. H e  then 
entered Bloomingdale College and subse- 
quently came to Illinois as a student in the 
State University at Champaign. Having 
determined to make the practice of medicine 
his life work, he matriculated in the Eclectic 
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Medical Institute, in which he \\;as graduated 
in January, 1874, after which he practiced 
for a short time in both Indiana and Ken- 
tucky, but in 187j located in Danville. where 
he has since remained with the exception of 
six years spent in Paris, Illinois. and a short 
period in Thornton-n, Indiana. Sature en- 
dolved him with strong intellectual force, 

' which he has utilized in a careful preparation 
for his chosen calling. H e  is co~ltinually 
broadening his knon-ledge by research and 
investigation and his efforts have been of 
value in the co~nmunity in \\-l~ich he has lived 
as a representative of the healing art. 

On the 22d of October. 1878. in Kenton 
county, Kentucky. Dr. Polvell was married 
to Miss Rosa Rich, ~ h o  was born in that 
county. a representative of one of the old 
families of the state. Her paternal grand- 
father died at the advanced age of eigl~t?-- 
nine years and his wife at the age of eight?-- 
eight years. The parents of Mrs. Po~\-ell 
\\-ere Samuel and R. (Kreylich) Rich. both 
of \\-horn \\-ere natives of Kentucky. \\-\-here 
they were reared, educated and married, and 
resided there until called to the home be?-ond. 
The father was a fariner bp occupation. \\-as 
a Republican in political belief. and a Baptist 
in religious faith. In 1852 he \\-as called 
upon to nlourn the loss of his wife, \\-110 died 
leaving tn-o daughters. 3Irs. Pon-ell a i d  
Catherine. the latter the 11-ife of John 
Leathers. \\-11o is sheriff of Kenton county, 
Kentuckv, residing in Covington. Mr. Rich 
married Miss -Ashbrook. of Col-ington, and 
his death occurred in the >-ear 189:. 

Dr. Po\\-ell is a firm believer in the 
principles of the liep~tblican party. but has 
never beer, a politician in the sense of being 
an active 11-orker as a seeker of political 
preferment. H e  was made a 1Iason ai 
'C\-ayneton-n. Indiana. and has since affiliated 
with the craft. H e  was a member of the 

44 

state hoard of health while residing in Paris, 
Illinois, and has ever made a close and axe- 
f111 study of his profession, having broad 
human sq-inpatl~y and a 101-e of scientific re- 
search \vithout which a phj-sician can never 
attain the highest success. For a number 
of years he has enjoyed a high reputation as 
a leading nlenlber of the profession in Dan- 
ville and a liberal patronage has been ac- 
corded him. 

FRED H. JOHSSOS.  

Fred H. Johnson. a leading clothier of 
11--ti-ille. has been a resident of this county 
for sis years and in that time he has built 
up a lucratix-e business. resulting in his in- 
dividual success and also promoting the 
genera! ad\-ancement of the ton-n by con- 
tributing to its nlercantile interests. Mr, 
Johnson \\-as born in Quebec, Canada, May 
33. 1864. and is a son of Christopher and 
l\finnie C. (Cou1b~- j Johnson, the former 
born in Christiana. Sor11-a?, in 1835. \vhiIe 
the mother's birth occurred in Quebec in 
183s. They became the parents of eight 
cl~ildren. of ~ v l ~ o m  four cliecl in infancy, 
Those still surl-i\-ing are: 11-illiam H.. who 
is the proprietor of drug stores in Kennedy 
ant1 Hallock. Minnesota : Christopher J., 
Jr.. \\-I10 is corlnected \\-it11 Dodson. Fisher 
& Cornpan?-, \\-11o conduct a \\-holesale har- 
ness a d  saddlery business in 3Iinneapolis, 
Minnesota: Fred H.. of this review; and 
Hilda. who resides \\-it11 her parents in 
A[in~leapoIis. Jlinr~esota. The parents of 
this famil!- remo\-ed to llinneapolis from 
)fontreal. Canada. in Sol-ember. 1884. The 
father has filled the office of consul for the 
Setherlands and vice-consul for Norway 
and Sweden. H e  is now acting in the 
capacity of traveling inspector for the 
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Duluth Inspection Bureau. of Duluth ancl 
Minneapolis, and resides in Minneapolis. 
Minnesota. 

At  the age of fifteen, Fred H. Johnson 
became a clerk for I!oorl. llackenroe & 
Companj-, of l!tontreal. Canada. u-here lze 
continued for two years ancl was the11 pro- 
moted to a position as salesman on tlte road. 
becoming the 1-oungest salesnlan trai-eling 
in their employ. H e  follon-ecl this occupa- 
tion for five years. 11-lien the firm n-it11 whom 
he was employed \vent out of business and 
Johnson therefore n ent to 31inneapolis, 
there entering the elilp10~- of the Palace 
Clothiers. l17ith this fir111 Ile remained for 
a period of t ~ c ?  ant1 one-half years. H e   the^: 
went to Chicage. accepting a position \\-it11 
Joseph Fels Comyan_s-. in the capacit!- of 
traveling salesman. H e  cotltinued in this 
positioil for a b o ~ t  two years. I\-hen he matle 
the acquaintance of 11r. Cline. of Dan\.ille. 
Illinois. 11-110 was ansious to secure the 
services of anotl~ei- Frenc11 salesman 1vho 
conltl also speak goocl English and Dutch. 
These clualifications Xr .  Jollnson possesset1 
ancl he entered into an agreement \\-it11 JIr. 
Cline ~\-hich he continuetl for four years. 
EIe then decided that 11-estville offeretl good 
business opportunities where a I\-itleau-ake. 
ambitious and enterprising business rllarl 
could open an up-to-date estnblishn~ent in 
the clothing line n-it11 gootl success. H e  re- 
signet1 his position \\-it11 Mr. Cline and soon 
aftern-3rd estal~lished a business of his own 
in the Ocld Fello11-s Builcling in \\'est\-ille, 
fitting it up with a large and complete line 
of clothing and gent's iurnisl~ing goods. 
Here he conducted his business successfull\- 
for sonle time, I~u t  he is n o x ~  located in nlore 
commodious quarters on Sortll State street. 
He enjoys a liberal patronage. because his 
goods are neat. stylish and n-ell and durably 
made. H e  is a popular merchant. as he 

aln-ays desires to please his custonlers an:I 
treat then1 with strict fairness and honestv. 

On Janonry 12. 1895. Mr. Johnson \\-as 
united in marriage to Xiss Xellie F. Shane. 
a daughter of George and Uary (Sheffer) 
Shane, the father born in S~vitzerland in 
1836 ancl the mother born in -Usace Loraine, 
Gertnan>-. in 183,. This couple came to 
-America in 1850 and locatecl first in Roches- 
ter. S e w  170rk: n-here he was engageed in the 
lumber business. On the breaking out of 
the Civil war he enlisted in the Sinth -Heavy 
_Artillery ailtl sen-ecl througllout the \Tar. 
Three of his brothers and tn-o sons also 
e~llistetl at the same time and also serve(! 
tl~roughout the war, thus nobl\- deieiltling 
tile cause of the Lnion at the time ~vhen its 
preserl-ation was threatened. Onlv njile 
nlen of Mr. Shane's com11an~- returned. 
_\itel- the \\.as \vas ended lli-. Shane \\-it11 
his famil!- 1-e:no\-etl to Kalamazoo, llichi- 
gan. \\-hei-tt he engagetl in the lutnber bnsi- 
ness and is no\\- li\-ing a retired life. honoreti 
ant1 respectec! 1 ) ~ -  all \\-it11 I\-horn he is associ- 
ated in the reintions of life. I-Ie ant1 his 
wife \\.ere the parents of thirteen chiltlren, 
six of 11011; have gone to the home be!-ontl. 
\~l!ile ;el-ell sari-i \-e as fol lo\~s : George. \\-ill 
Tohn nncl Led. all resitlents of I<alamnzoo, 
1Iichig-211: Le\\-is. a policerllan o i  Chicago: 
Etl. of T,y~711s, S e x  l-ork, n-here he is 
engagetl in ian:ling. stock-raising and irait 
gro\\-ing : ant1 311-s. ]ohnson. 

31s. ant1 111-s. JoI11:son are both acii\-e 
men11,er-s of the Catholic church. Mrs. 
Johnson ha\-ing charge of the Sunday - 
school \\-it11 an attendance of about two hun- 
dred and sixty children. 11-hen she first 
came to 11-estville there 11-as no Sunday- 
schoo; nr~c! in a short time by nlaking a 
canvass she secured an attendance at first 
of sisty. n-lio met at her home. but the num- 
ber grev- very rapidly and the>- 11-ere obliged 
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to hold the Sunday-school in the basement of 
the church. Xrs. Johnson also has charge 
of attending to the altar. She and her 
husband are earnest Christians and do all 
in their power to promote the cause of the 
church. In his political affiliations 11 r. 
Johnson is a stanch Republican. but has 
never sought or desired office. preferring to 
de\-ote his attention to his business affairs. 
Fraternally he is a rne~nber of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fello\\-s, of IT-estx-ille. 
to the Foresters. of Toronto. Canada. and to 
the Modern 1l-ooclinen of -1tnerica. of 11-est- 
ville. H e  and his wife are numbered anlong 
the leading and inf uential residents of 11-est- 
ville. where they are valued for their escel- 
lent traits of character ancl their genuine 
\\-orth. 

A - *- 

J. -:\. cox. 

J. -4. Cos is a progressi~e ailti enter-- 
prising i~~erchant  of Fairmount. Illinois. 
ailtl is one of Itlcliana's native sons. his birth 
having occurretl in Parke county, that state. 
Decenlber IS. 185 I. I i e  is a son of _ilfrec! 
antl Eliza1,eth ( I-Iocket ) Cox. the f ornler 
a native of Indiana and the latter of Sol-t11 
Carolina. His mother came to Iiltlia~la 
\\-hen ti\-o years of age ai1d \\-as there real-erl 

r , .  and marrietl. I he father engaged in farm- 
ing anc! was also a carpenter ancl contractor. 
After their marriage they located in Parke 
conilty. Indiana. ant1 in 1875 remol-ecl 
fro111 there to 'I-errnilion  count^-. Illinois. 
\~-llere they are no\\- living. Mr. Cox being 
retired from acti\-e life. H e  is a member 
of the Ifethotlist Episcopal cllul-c11 and in 
politics is a Republican. The Cos  famil!- 
are of English estraction. \\-hile the rnater- 
llal ancestors were of Scotch lineage. -111 
were Quakers. and Allen Cox. the grand- 

father of our subject. it-as an elder of the 
Quaker church. 

J. +A. C o s  was one of a family o i  fire 
children. three girls and two boys. three 
of \\-horn are no\\- living. the subject of 
this re\-ieu- being the eldest. Jennie re- 
sides \\-ith her parents and C. \\-. is engaged 
in business in Fairmount. Mr. Cox at- 
tended school a t  -Annapolis, Indiana. The 
fainily t!len removed to Fountain county. 
that state. and there he continued his studies. 
On the reino-i-a1 of his parents to 1-errnilion 
count.\-. Illinois. he accompanied them and 
later engaged in farming for tv-o years, 
after \\--hich he began clerking for S. 1V. 
Cos. at Fairmount. in ~\-hose employ he 
remainec! for tn-o years. He then I\-orked 
for Charles Tilton. on a salary, later ha\-ing 
a one-third interest in the business. and in 
1891 he antl his i~rother purchased the in- 
terest of 31s. Tilton. In -August. 1900, 
Mr. Cos becan~e s ~ l e  olvner of the business, 
buying out his Brother's interest. and he 
is non- contlocting it alone. H e  has 2 

cloul~le depart~i~e;:t store. He carries a 
large stocli of n-ell selectetl goods and re- 
cei\-es a lil~era! 1)n:ronage on account of the 
grade of gootls carried ant1 the fair tlealing 
of the o~vner. 

On the zit11 of Janliar!-. 18So. at Fair- 
n?ount. Illinois. Mr. (30s \\-as united in mar- 
riage to Sarah Eratl\\-a!-. \vho \\-as bo~-11 it1 
Georgeto\\-11. Illinois. December S. 1856. 
She \\-as a daughtet- of Jatiles ancl Elizabeth 
Eratl?\-a!-. both natil-es of S e w  Jersey. 
Thev n-erc marrietl in that state ailrl came 
\vest. settling in Georgeton-11. Illinois. The 
father tliecl in ISTG and the mntl:er in 
-August, 1903. The>- \\-ere members of the 
I\Ietl~odist Episcopal church and in politics 
he \\-as a RepuSlica~~. 31s. Cos's first I\-ife 
\\-as a memlxr of a farnil!- of hi-e children, 
three of \\-horn are no\\- living: Dr. C. F., 
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of Abingdon, Illinois ; James, of Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri : and ,%lice, the wife of Dr. 
0. F. Odbert, of Indianola, Illinois. Mrs. 
Cox died at San -Antonio. Tesas, April 17, 
1899. She was the mother of f i ~ e  children: 
Ethel E., Edna &I., Frank -I., Sarah Hazel 
and Gordon D., who is now attending school 
at Fairmo~mt. 

At  Indianapolis, Indiana. February 14, 
1900, Mr. Cox was again married, his 
second union being with Settie B. Green, 
who was born in Rising Sun, Indiana, 
November r I, IS 59. She mas a daughter 
of Benjamin 2nd Jane (Garrett) Green, 
who were married and resided in Indiana. 
The father died at Zionsville. that state, in 
1892. The mother and family then re- 
moved to Indianapolis. where the mother 
died in January, 1901. Mr. Green was a 
member of the Christian church, was con- 
nected fraternally \ ~ i t h  the Independent 
Order of Ocld E'ellou-s and in politics \\7as a 
Republican. In his family were five chil- 
dren, three of whom are nou- living : Nettie 
B., now Mrs. Cos : ,Annie, of Indianapolis ; 
and Charles, of Oxford, Indiana. 

Mr. Cox is a men~ber of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, being one of the trustees, 
also recording sten-ard. \\-hich positions he 
has filled for many years. He  is a member 
of Fairmount Lodge. So.  390. -1. F. & A. 
M.; Damascus Lodge, So .  84, K. P.; the 
Knights of the Globe; the Modern Wood- 
men of America: and the Ben Hur  Lodge. 
I n  politics he is a stanch Republican and 
has held all the township offices. He  was 
s~~pervisor for four years, township clerk 
for seven years and for a number of years 
was an alderman in Fairmount. For over 
a quarter of a century he has been identified 
with the interests of Fairmount and he is 
to-day one of its most highly respected 
citizens. In the mercantile business he has 

met with success and has incidentally con- 
tributed to the development and prosperity 
of 'the city. 

-; 

JAMES JUVINALL. 

James Juvinall is one of the native sons 
of Vermilion county, who tl~rough many 
years has been a witness of progress and 
improvement here. He  was born in Pilot 
township in 183, a son of -4ndren- and 
Mary (James j Juvinall, who were born, 
reared and married in Ohio. In 1827 they 
emigrated 11-estward to Vermilion county, 
traveling in a prairie schooner, a big covered 
wagon in tvhich the family and the house- 
hold goods were carried. -Andrew Juvinall 
became well known in this portion of the 
state. He  \vent with breaking tealns for 
three successive years to IVisconsin and 
after breaking prairie through the summer 
months 11-ould return home in the fall. H e  
was t11~1s identified wit11 the gro~vth and 
pioneer clevelopnlent of that state as \\-ell 
as of Illinois. -Although he came to this 
county empty handed he was in co~nfortable 
circun~stances at the time of his death. By 
his marriage to Mary James were born 
seven children, the eldest being the subject 
of this review. The others are : Austin, 
3~h-s. D. >'I. IVyman. and Andrew. Those 
1~110 have passed away are : John, L4mq- and 
David. all of 1~11on1 reached mature years. 
were married and reared families of their 
o\\-n. 

James Juvinall, whose name introduces 
this record. obtained his education in a sub- 
scription school which convened in a log 
bnilding, supplied with slab benches and an 
immense fire place. There was a long writ- 
ing desk made by laying a plank upon I\-ood- 
en pins driven into the wall. Light was ad- 
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mitted into the room through greased paper 
which covered an aperture made by remov- - 
ing one of the logs from the side of the build- 
ing. 91r. Juvinall remembers how the In- 
dians held meetings at the foot of the hill 
upon which they lived. His father had en- 
tered land from the government at one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre. He  felled 
the forest trees and broke the prairie. Our 
subject also assisted in breaking prairie until 
he reached his tiventy-third year. There 
were many prairie n-olves in the county in 
these early days and they ~1-ould often come 
into the very door-yard of the pioneer homes 
and their howling xvould scare the dogs 
away. Mr. Juvinall frequently set traps to 
catch these wolves. Deer roamed over the 
prairies while turkeys and other game 11-ere 
very plentif~rl. furnishing many- a meal for 
the early settlers. Jlr .  Juvinall's father aided 
in hauling the first goods from the boat to 
the first plank store erected in Chicago. He 
forded rivers with his o s  teams and often 
journeyed to Chicago, 1vhen that 11-as the 
trading point for the early settlers. Danville 
a t  that time being but a village and furnish- 
ing little opportunities for trade. Upon the 
home farm James Juvinall spent the days of 
his boyhood and youth and assistetd in its 
cultivation and development. He \\-as mar- 
ried hIarch 6. 18jS. to Eliza J. ,%bbott, 
whose birth occurred in Ohio. Xol-ember 22,  

1839, a da~zghter of James and Kancy ( O g  
den) --ibbott, who became pioneer settlers of 
Vermilion county. Ten children were born 
unto our subject and his wife of u-hom sir< 
are living : Henry. \vho married Esther 
Conley of this county ; Mrs. J. H. Smalley. 
of Danville: Ed, who wedded hiattie Good- 
~vin. a daughter of John Good\\-in of Vermil- 
ion county; D. 11.. 11-ho married Helen 
Goodwin. a sister of his brother's wife; Mrs. 
Robert Rodgers. of Collison, Illinois: and 

Mrs. Maude Smith of Janlesburg. The d e  
ceased are : ilIatthew, Andre\\- and Mary 
Belle, all of \!-horn died in childhood. 

Mr. Jrlvinall began farming with one 
hundred and thirty acres of land in Pilot 
ton-nship and later he purchased one hun- 
dred and t\\-enty acres in Blount to\\-nship. 
H e  has owned about three hundred acres at 
one time but has met some reverses in l i fe  
Renting his farm in Blount to\\-nship he re- 
moved to Danville about 1892 and there 
formed partnership in the implement busi- 
ness which he coilducted for a fen- years- 
Later he took 111) his abode in Denmark, 
where he resided for a year and then pur- 
chased his present home in Blount ton-nship, 
11-!lere he is 11011- living retired. The history 
of pioneer life in \-ennilion county is fa- 
n~iliar to him. He can relate many 
i~iteresting incidents concerning the early 
days anc! the customs of the settlers. 
It seems hardly possible to realize now 
that within his meixor?- the old flint and 
ton- \!-ere used in building fires and if these 
materials n-ere not to be had they \\-ould go 
to a neighbors and borron- fire. for matches 
had not the11 beer, placed upon the market- 
Mr. Jur-inall at one time kne~v nearly every 
one li\-ing upon the main road betti-een Dan- 
\-ille and Chicago outside the villages. He 
has often pion-ed \vith a n-ooden rnolcl board 
and cut grain wit11 a sickle. planted corn by 
hand and bouild his \\-heat b.c- hand. but a s  
the years have progressed he has kept abreast 
\vith modern progress and itnprovernent. 
Driving an o s  team in an early da!- he fre- 
quently visited Chicago wit11 a load of a p  
ples and returned \\-it11 provisions. canlping 
along the wayside a t  night-such a trip 
often req~lired ten days. He has sold corn 
at eight cents per bushel in the market of 
Dandle.  S o  man has taken a deeper in- 
terest in progress and improvenlent and his 
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efforts have been beneficial in behalf of the might attend the State University there, five . 

general good along many lines. H e  has- of them being stude~lts in that institution. 
long been active in missionary work and for During the five years of his residence there 
forty years he has served as a class leader in hfr. Davison was associated with anotl~er 
the biethodist church of which he is a de- gentleman in the manufacture of fulling 
voted and consistent member. soap. The follo~ving three years were spent 

in TJtica, Ohio, and in 1881 he came to 
Hoopeston. Illinois, and purchased a ten 

J-131ES D-\\-ISON. acre tract of land just east of the corpora- 
tion limits, ivhich he later platted, half of the 

James Davison is one of Hoopeston's amount being laid out in tolvn lots. Twenty- 
highly respected citizens, whose useful and four of these he hzs since sold and stiIl ox-ns 
well spent life has not only gained for him three and a half acres, on which is a nice 
the confidence of his fellow men but has also home, orchard and grove. During his resi- 
securecl for him a comfortable competence dence here he has lived in honorable retire- 
which enables him to lay asicle all business ment from business cares and now lives n-itl~ 
cares and spend his declining days in ease his son-in-la~v, T. G. Adams, who olvns the 
and retirement. old home place. 

-1 native of Pennsylvania, .Mr. Davison >%t Cincinnati, Ohio, in ISM, Mr. Davi- 
was born in Pittsburg, Allegheny county, son mas united in marriage to Xiss Mary 
March 10, 1815, ancl is a son of John and Crary, a native of that city, ~ v h o  died 011 . 

Elizabeth (Cunningharn) Davison. in whose the 26th of XLI~LIS~ ,  1893, leaving six chil- 
family were four children, our subject being dren, all of ~vhoin were married wit11 the ex- 
the youngest of the family and only one now ception of George M.. an Episcopal nlinister 
living. He was only six months old a t  the of New Orleans. The eldest, James Ed- 
death of his father. H e  was a native of ward, is now cleceased, having died at the 
Ireland ancl the mother was born in Xlle- age of fifty-two years. ,Ilthough quite 
gheny county, Pennsylvania, of Irish parent- young during the Civil war he entered the 
age. .After the death of her first husband one hundred clay service as a private and 

- she married a Mr. Love and both are now served the term of his enlistment. He n-as 
cleceased. nfter~vard engaged i i ~  the practice of inedi- 

llTlten about six years of age Mr. Davi- cine in Pittsburg. Pennsylrania. The other 
son went to live with an uncle in the coun- members of the fanlily are: C. Francis, 
t ry and remained with him until he was ~ v h o  is engaged in business at Bluffton. In- 
seventeen. his education being acquired in diana. as a shipper of hay and grain: Del- 
the district schools of the neigl~borhood. hert L.. \vho is a graduate of the Chicago 
He then returned to Pittsburg, where he La\\; school and is now engagecl in farming at 
learned the carpenter's trade and artencled Rolla. hIissot~ri : E!izabeth, wile of E. T. 
night schooI. and on leal-ing there in 1841 Hastings. a shoe dealer of Fort Recovery: 
he \vent to Cincinnti, where he continued to Ohio: and Ida Florence, wife of T. G. 
work at his trade for about sixteen years. -4clams, a lunlber dealer of Hoopeston. Mr. 
On the espiration of that period he removed Davison also has t~velve grandchildren and 

- t o  Ann Arbor. Michigan, that his children four great-grandchildren. 
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In 1898 he visited Pittsburg. and again 
in 190% he spent two months in the east 
11-here his bol-110od and youth were passed. 
He has been an active and earnest member 
of the 'LTnited Presbyterian church since 
1844 and served as an elder for nearly forty 
years. His wife \\-as also connected n-it11 
the same cl~urch and \\-as a most estimable 
lady. His life has been manly, his actions 
sincere and his example is \\-ell \\-ortl~?- of 
emulation. 

* ---- 

MRS. 11-\I<Y J. BL-AIR. 

?,Irs. 11ary J. Blair. n-110 is no\\- residing 
in Danville. is the i~idon- of I!-illiam G. 
Elair, \\-11o belonged to one of the early fami- 
lies of Vermilion county. H e  \\-as a native 
of Xeu-ell to\vnship, born oil the 24th of 
December. 1S.5.j. His parents \\-ere Joseph- 
us ant1 Jutla (Clapp) Blair. the foriller a 
native of Vermilion count)-. Illinois. and the 
latter of Sort11 Carolina. Tlle grandfather 
of Mr. Blair removed to this county a t  a 
very early epoch in its dex-elopment. settling 
in Sen-ell to~vnship u.11en the work of pro- 
gress and illlprovement seemed scarcel- be- 
g ~ n  in this part of the state. There he en- 
gaged in farming. also elel-oting a part of 
his time to surveying. Josephus Blair \\-as 
a farmer by occupation and establishecl his 
home in Se\\-ell ton-nship. \\-here he enpged  
ili the tilling of the soil for Inan!- years. be- 
ing recoglizetl as a leacling agriculturist of 
his C O I I I ~ I I L I I I ~ ~ ~ - .  He  diecl upon the old llome- 
stead farm and his n-ife in Blou~lt ton-nship. 

11-illiam G. Blair accluired a connno!~ 
school education in Ye\\-ell to\vnship and 
\\as early trainee1 to habits of inclustr~; and 
econonlj- upon his father's farm. t11us gain- 
ing practical experience in a lvork \\-hich he 
follo~ved throughout his o ~ v n  business career. 

H e  was married in his native township to 
l l i ss  1 l a r ~ -  J. Mcllillin. \\-hose birth oc- 
curred in the same to~l-nship, February 26, 
1853. her parents being Han-ey and Cathe- 
rine (Guthrie) 1Ic3Iillin. both of \\-horn 
n-ere natives of Ohio. but cane to  Illinois in 
IS-.,-. The!- settled in S~II-el l  to\\-nship. Ver- 
milion corr~ltj-; castii~g in their iot with its 
early pioneers \\-hen much of the lancl \\-as 
still in the possessioll of the government, 
\\-hen the Inclialls \\-ere - e t  frequent visitors . 

of the neighborl~oocl and \t-l~en deer and 
other kinds of \\-ild game abounded. They 
\vent through a11 the experiences and hard- 
ships of pioneer life and assisted in the pri- 
mitive de\-elop171ent of the county. Mr. 11c- 
Millen de\-otec! his energies to agricultural 
pursuits and developed a farm upon which 
he and his wife remained until called to  the 
home beyond. The marriage of Mr. and 
Mrs Blair was b!esserl \\-it11 tu-o children, 
Honler H. and Ora 11.. both of \1-11otn are 
\\-it11 their mot!ler. 

After their marriage Mr. Blair began 
farming upon the old homestead in Sewell 
to~~-tlship. \\-here he remained for several 
\-ears. He the11 removed to a farm in Blount 
to~vnship. \\-here he continued the cultii-ation 
of tlie soil until his liie's labors \\-ere 
entletl in death. H e  placed his land in a rich 
ant1 arable condition and addecl to his place 
modenl impro\-ements ancl substa~ltial and 
con\-enient ecluipments. He \\-as for thir- 
teen ?-ears schoc>I treasurer ancl for four 
\ - e m  he sen-ed as t a s  collector in Blount 
to"-nship. tlischarging his duties with 
marliecl ficlelity ancl promptness. In his 1x1- 
litical 1-iew he was an earnest Republican. 

Since the death of her husband Mrs. 
Elair has remoi-ec! to Da~lville and purchased 
propert!- where she no\\- resides at S o .  I 502 

Sort11 'I-ern~ilion street. She also on-ns a 
farm of one hundred and five acres in Blount 
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township which she rents, and a tract of 
$arty acres in Newell ton-nship. She is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
of Danville and a lady whose many excellent 
traits of heart and mind have endeared her 
to a large circle of friends. 

YEVIL1,E A. COLLISS. 

Anlong the progressive and enterprising 
young h~~siness man of Vernlilion cotu~ty is 
l ~ e \ i l l e  A. Collins I[-110 is now conducting 
the Fu!ton meat market in Danville. H e  
was Imrn in Elk Grove, Kansas, near Inde- 
pendence, May 12, 1871. His grandparents 
were George 171. and Jane (Todd) Collins. 
both natives of Maryland, in which state 
they were reared and married. They be- 
came the parents of nine children. of ~vhotn 
six are vet living, as fol1011-s: Henry T., 
of Catlin ; William F.. of Oklahoma; John 
W., of Potomac, Illinois : Mrs. J. C. Selby. 
of Catlin : Mrs. I. B. Pulliam. whose 
husband is a Methodist minister of Chanute, 
Kansas: and George E., of Catlin. I t  was 
in the '50s that the grandfather of our sub- 
ject came to Vermilion county settling two 
and one-half miles northeast of Fairmount 
on a farm amid pioneer surroundings. H e  
en@,@ in general mercantile p~lrsuits deal- 
ing qt~ite largely in stock and feeding anrl 
shipping on a scale that brought to him a 
good financial return. 

Henry T. Collins. the father of our sub- 
ject, acquired his education in the primitive 
schools of Indiana and in Depaun- Unis-ers- 
ity of Greencastle. Indiana. H e  was anibi- 
~ o u s  to advance and his earnest labor and 
sterling purpose were the fotlndation upon 
which he builded his success. He  follou-ed 
various occupations in order to obtain his 

college education and thus showed forth the 
elemental strength of his character. After 
a seven years' course he was graduated as a 
minister of the gospel with high honors, in 
1881. His first charge was on the Tuscola 
circuit. He  preached continuously at  vari- 
ous points from 1881 until 1900 ?-hen, be- 
cause of failing health, he \\-as obliged to 
retire and is now on the supernumerary list. 
H e  was married in Vance township. Ver- 
milion co~ulty, Illinois, to Miss Mar;\- E. 
Seville. a native of Virginia and a daughter 
of G. S. a d  Mary S. (Throckmorton) 
Xeville. of IYest Virginia. Mrs. Coll i~~s 
was born in that state and by her marriage 
became the mother of but one child, Xei-ille 
X.. of this revietv. 

Our subject obtained his early eclucation 
in the common schools of Illinois and com- 
pleted his course of study in the college at 
Carlinville, this state. He  then entered the 
employ of the Jackso~lville & St. Louis Rail- 
road Con~~an!- under E.W. Clifford.1v110 was 
general agent. and began learning telegra- 
phy as ivell as the other business connected 
with the management of the railroad office. 
In seven months he was given a night posi- 
tion at Virden. Illinois, as telegraph oper- 
ator and served contiiluously in that capacity 
in this state for five years. H e  then entered 
the eniplop of the Northem Pacific Rail- 
road Coinpanj- and spent four years in the 
northii-est at different points in Montana 
and on the Pacific coast. H e  continued 
business as a telegraph operator until 1894. 
when he 11-ent to Perkins co~~nty ,  in south- 
western K'ebraska. and there became con- 
nected with ranch life. H e  took into the 
county the first bunch of cattle that \\-as ever 
wintered there on buffalo grass. For se~-en 
years he lived the life of a co\vboy, being 
thus engaged until 1901. when he sold his 
stock at public sale and with the good sum 

-1 
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of money which he had \\-on through his 
labors here and with the e~cellent knowl- 
edge of the good points of stock obtained 
through his efforts as a ranchman. he came 
to  Vermilion county arriving on the 9th of 
July, 1901. H e  removed his family to Cat- 
lin and there opened an excellent meat mar- 
ket which he conducted until 1903. \\-hen he 
purchased the Fulton market in Dam-ille, 
~vhere he nou- makes his home. He  was 
also engaged in buying and dealing in live- 
stock. In his nee- enterprises he prospered 
to a ver-  gratifying degree ancl estended the 
field of his lallors bv purchasing another 
meat market in Fairmount ~vhich he sold on 
his renloval to Dan\-ille. 

One of the pleasant events of l l r .  Col- 
lins' sojourn in the west was his marriage on 
the 6th of September, 1892. to Miss Olive 
111. 1,eney. 11-110 was born in Ogden. Illinois. 
April 22.  1873, and is the seventh in a fami- 
ly of ten chilclsen \vl-hose parents were John 
\V. and 3fargaret (Poage) Leney. the form- 
er a native of Glasgow. Scotland. and the 
latter of Champaign county, Illinois. Mrs. 
Collins was educated in Champaign 'C-ni- 
versity ~vhicl? she left d~u-ing her senior year. 
She is an acco~~~plished elocutionist and mu- 
sician and her repr~tation as a reader es tend 
beyond the countj- in 11-hich she makes her 
home. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Collins have 
been born four children : Paul. Esther 11.. 
Jewel hIcCabe and Olive 31. The last 
named died in infancy. The others are 
aged nine. seven. and five years. respectisel?-. 
Our subject and his wife hold membership 
in the Methodist church. and Mrs. Collins 
takes a 1-eq- active interest in the work of 
the church and is a xvoman \I-ho is greatly 
valued because of her many good deeds and 
her kindness of heart. She presides n-it11 
gracious hospitality over a pleasant home 
ancl her ability as a musician and reader 

make her a favoritein social circles. Mr. 
Collins is well Lmon-n as a member of the 
Modern 11-oodmen Camp. at Catlin. and in 
politics he is a Republican. In  addition to 
his two places of business he owned his 
residence property in the northeastern part 
of Catlin. -Although a young man he has 
accomplished much in his business career, 
being quick to note opportunity and to utilize 
it. He is al~vays discriminating in judg- 
ment and he carries forward to successful 
completion whatever he undertakes. 

Fifty-one years have come and gone 
since -\mbrose B. Judy took up his abode in 
1-errnilion county and through all this long 
period he has not only been an eye-witness 
of the development and irnpro1-ement here 
but has assisted in advancing nlany measures 
for the general good. -4 farm of sis  hun- 
dred acres of valuable land is proof that his 
life has been an industrious and enterprising 
one. His valuable farming interests are lo- 
cated in 3liddlefork to~vnship. his home be- 
ing on section a I. 

_i native of 1-irginia Mr. Judy ~ v a s  born 
in Hard!- county. July 31. I S ~ Z .  and is of 
Slviss descent. tracing his ancestr!- back to 
SIartin JLIC~J-. ~ v h o  canle from Basel. Switzer- 
land. The family name \\-as evidently 
cllangetl after coming to this country as or1 
investigation it has been found that there 
are no S\I-iss of that name in the cantons of 
Base1 and Zirch. and the name is undovbted- 
lv derived from the Swiss Tschudi of Tschu- 
clv. which are different spellings of the same 
name. I t  is believed that the people in 
Easel 11-ho spell their name Tschudi are de- 
scended from the same stock as the Glarus 
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Tschudis, there being a close similarity in 
the Christian names in each section and also 
in -America. -4 genealogical record pub- 
lished in 1854 traces several branches of the 
Glarus Tschudi to Easel. 11-here many of 
their descendants are still living. The fant- 
ily is of great antiquity and according to this 
genealogy the descent is tracea back to John 
or  Johann Schucli or  Tschudi. who was 
knighted by Ludwig 111 in the year 906. H e  
\\-as at that t in~e  mayor or  governor of the 
!ittle canton of Glanls. which office contin- 
ued to be held in xnbroken succession by the 
familv llntil i256. -After the canton gained 
its political freedom and its chief magistracy 
became elective. a Tschudi \\-as often chosen 
to this office. The family played an im- 
portant part \\-hen Sn-iss freedom was won. 
its members being particularly active and 
influential on the side of freedom. During 
the Reformation they were divided, some 
going over to the Protestants. while others 
remained Catholics. In a 11-orldly way the 
Catholic branch seemed to posper more thall 
the other. In Spain, Italy. -Austria and 
France there are branches \\-11icl1 attained to 
considerable eminence. soine being members 
of the lesser nobility in their respective coun- 
tries. During the many years of its es- 
islence in S\vitzerland the family spread 
througl~out the various cantons and sonle of 
its members attained to considerable promi- 
nence. -At various times \\-hen S\vitzerland 
\\-as furnishing soldiers to other European 
countries. many Tschuclis took service in 
these foreign armies ancl in some cases they 
arose to high if not the highest rank as 
generals. The fanlily also attained clistinc- 
tion in the field of letters as \\-ell as of arms. 
Aegidius or  Giles Tschudi in the sisteenth 
cet~turv wrote the Chronicles of Su-itzerland, 
which work is of so great a value that it has 
\\;on for him the title of "Father of S\\-iss 

Historv." In 1838 John Jacob Tschudi 
started with his ship on a voyage of scien- 
tific esploration. intending to g o  arouncl 
the 11-oi-ld. but the vessel \\-as wrecked on 
the coast of Peru, and he remained quite 
awhile there. writing a book of much value 
on its natural history. "Animal Life in the 
-ilps" - is  a much prized book \\-hich \\-as 
written by another member of the family, 
Friedrich Tschudi. The catalogue of the 
library of Glarus contains entries under 
the names of eighteen different lnetllbers 
of the family and in the same library nlay 
be found the nlanuscripts of Illany un- 
published books and sketches 11-11ich were 
~vrittetl by -legidus or other Tsclludis. One 
of these is a rhree rolume history of the 
Tschudi family from 900 to I joI. Many 
of the Tschuclis have been clergymen, some 
ranking well in the Catholic hierarchy and 
others dist ing~~isl~ing tl~einselves as Protest- 
ant pastors. Among the latter was Valen- 
tine Tschudi, at whose ordination the re- 
forn~er Swingle preached the sermon, 1v11ich 
is sonletimes accounteel the beginning of the 
reformation in Si\-itzerland. Others of t l ~ e  
nallle made places for then~selves outside of 
Sn-itzerlancl, one being vice ruler of Sicily 
for a short time: anot!ler a general at S a -  
ples. \vho suffered severe imprisonment under 
Sapoleon rather than betray his trust: yet 
another a celebrated inaitufacturer of harp- 
sichords. \\-110 in the eighteenth century sup- 
plied royal ~nansions ~ v i t ! ~  musical iilstru- 
llleilts froill his London shops ; ancl one ~\-l-l.lo 
was for sonle time secretary of the ,icademy 
of Science at St. Peterburg. IVl~etller the 
members of the family are found in the high 
o r  loti-  alli is of life there are certain cltarac- 
teristics n-l-hich appear frecluently enough ta  
constitnte a type- Pre-eminent among these 
are kindliness aild service to others : gentle- 
ness in the home ; fidelity to principles; a 
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tendency to religion : fair-mindedness in 
judgnent: a gift for peace making: and as 
a nrle, alertness and breadth bf vie\\-. The 
family since coming to -1inerica has held 
an honorable if not a fcrenlost place among 
the plain people. Its inembers as a n ~ l e  have 
been \\-ell-to-do farmers. xvitll an occasional 
merchant or  tradesn~an. and there hal-e also 
been a fen- teachers, la\\-1-ers, clergymen ancl 
officers of lou-er rank in the army. The 
_ilrnerican Judys are generally sober. honest, 
inth~strious, kind-hearted. peaceable and re- 
ligious. and are also strikingl- free from in- 
sanity. consumption. etc. 

Xlartin Judy came to this country fro111 
Basel, S~vitzerlancl, la~lding in Philadelphia 
in 1769 and settled on the south branch of 
the Potoinac river in 1-irginia. In his fami- 
ly were ten children I\-110 reached maturity, 
namely : Martin. John. Jacob, Sa~lluel, 
lliinepark. David, Henry. Elizabeth, Katha- 
rine and Sancy. Nost of these retnoved 
from Virginia to Kentucky. but the branch to 
which -1tnbrose E. Judy belongs remained 
in the Olcl Dominion. 

Sicholas Judy, the father of our sub- 
ject, \\-as born, reared and educated in Harcly 
county. T'irginia. ancl \\-hen he had arrived 
at years of 1112turit~- 1:e \vecldec! Jlzry -1. 
Sl i id~?l~re,  I\-110 Ivas also a native of that 
state and a claugher of -Itldre\\- Skidmore. 
anotlm- pioneer settler of the Old Doininior~. 
xicl~olas Judy follo~ved f2nning in the coan- 
ty of his nati\-it\- for many -ears  after his 
marriage. :ill of his sei-enteen children 
\\-ere born there a i d  all but four of this nurn- 
ber gi-eiv to ~nqture !.ears. In IS 51 the 
father calne west to lliincis. driving across 
the comltrj- \\-it11 teains. He purchased lancl 
in J[iddlefork ton-nship. I-ennilion county. 
owning nearly three hundretl acres of land 
I\-hich he cultivated until l~ is  death in 1853. 
His wife survi;-e(l him for Illore than four 

decades. passing away in this county in 
1897. at the ripe old age of more than ninety- 
one years. They had ten sons and 
four d~ughters  who reached years of maturi- 
t -  : Jehu. of Iroquois county. Illinois : -In- 
drew-, who came to Illinois about 1848 and 
died in 1850 : Isaac, of Vermilion county; 
IYilliam. who is living a retired life in 
Potomac : Gabriel. a farmer of Middlefork 
to\\-nship : Ambrose B.. of this review : John 
It-., \vho was a soldier of the Civil war and 
gave his life in defense of the old flag. being 
killed at the battle of Franklin. Tennessee. 
Sovember 30. I 86-1 : Ed\\-ard, \\-ho is living 
in the state o i  11-ashington ; Samuel. a resi- 
dent of Jefferson. Greeile county. Io\\-a ; 
George -1.. \\-ho \\-as killed by a runaway 
team 11-11en a yo~ulg mail ; Rebecca. who died 
in early \vomanl~ood : Elizabeth, u-ho became 
the 11-ife of Eii Hornbeck, of Afiddiefork 
to\vnship and died here, leaving a daughter. 
no~v the wife of Scott Johnson, a lumlxr 
merchant of Rankin. Illinois : Eve Maude. 
\\-ho married Ii'allace Bodley arid like her 
husband is deceased : and Xancy 1Iargaret. 
the wife of Howell Dal-is. of Urbana. 
Illinois. 

-An~brose B. Judy \\-as only nine years of 
age I\-hen he removed to 1-ermilioil county. 
He n-as educated in the colllnlon schools ant1 
in the D a n d l e  high school. 11-hich he attend- 
ed for tiyo or three terms. In F e l ~ r u a ~ .  
1864. 11e respot~cled to his country's call for 
aid ant1 joiiletl Company E. of the Fi it:\--first 
Illinois Infantry. goi11,a to the south :\-it11 the 
.lrm\- of the Cumberland. He \\-as in I I I ~ I I ~  

important engageinents, including the bat- 
tles of Roclij- Face liidge, at Euzzard's 
Roost. Reszca and the -itlanta cam?~aig-n. 
in I\-hich he xi-as unc!er fire almost ever\- (lay 
for near]\- four months. H e  was also in the 
battles of S e w  Hope Church and I\;e~lesa\\~ 
I\tountain. the battles of -Atlanta and Jones- 
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boro. Subsequently he returned to Chatta- 
nooga, marching thence into Alabama and 
spending several weeks in Tennessee. With 
his command he met the forces of General 
Hood in battle a t  Columbia and at  Spring 
Hill. H e  then went to Franklin, Tennessee. 
while on the 15th and 16th of December 
he was a participant in the capture of Nash- 
ville, which practically destroyed Hood's 
army. Mr. Judy followed his command into 
Alabama and later was sent into eastern 
Tennessee to Blue Springs, near Greenville. 
After the surrender of General Lee's army 
he returned to Nashville, where he remained 
until about the middle of June, when he pro- 
ceeded by train to  Johnsonville, Tennessee, 
thence by boat to  Cairo, Illinois, and down 
the river to New Orleans, being encamped 
a t  that place for over a month, spending the 
4th of Jnly, 1865, there. Later the regi- 
ment was sent across the Gulf into Texas 
and did guard and camp duty in that state 
until ordered to return to the north, where 
the troops were mustered out. Mr. Judy be- 
ing honorably discharged in Springfield. Illi- 
nois, in October, 186;. H e  was neved ill or 
wounded during the service and was always 
found at his post of duty. ~vhether on- the 
firing line or on the picket line. 

After receiving an honorable discharge 
Mr. Judy returned home and the follon-ing 
winter engaged in teaching-a 'profession 
which he had followed for a few terms prior 
to  the war. Altogether he devoted the win- 
ter months during twenty years to that \\-ork 
and in the sl~mrner seasons carried on farin- 
ing. In 1868 he made his first purchase of 
land. becoming the owner of one hundred 
acres where he 110117 resides. This was par- 
tially broken and fenced and he continued 
the work of improvement and from time to 
time extended the boundaries of his farm. 
H e  now owns s i s  hundred and sixty acres 

in one tract. This is a very valuable prop- 
erty and upon i t  are found all modern equip- 
ments and accessories. He  has remodeled 
his residence and in the rear of his home are 
good outbuildings and upon his place is an 
escellent orchard. The farm is indeed well 
equipped and each year Mr. Judy harvests 
good crops and at the same time he sends to 
the city markets about t ~ o  carloads of cattle 
annually and seventy-five head of hogs. H e  
is quite successful as a stock-raiser and feed- 
er and this branch of his business has materi- 
zlly increased his income. 

On the 19th of January, 1879. in Ver- 
milion county. occurred the marriage of our 
subject and Iliss Mary E. Sterling, a native 
of Connecticut, n-ho spent her girlhood clays 
in that state and is indebted to its public 
school system for her educational privileges. 
Her father. Samuel B. Sterling, was like- 
w i ~ e  born and reared there and married Min- 
erva Beard. also a native of that state. He 
devoted his attention to farming in order to 
provide for his fanlily and always lived in 
Connecticut. Mrs. Judy was a successful 
teacher prior to her marriage and she is no\\- 
a faithful and devoted tnen~lxr of IVallace 
Chapel Methodist Episcopal church. 

Mr. Judj- holds membership relations 
with the Grand Army of the Republic and 
was formerly identified with the Republican 
party on national questions. but in recent 
years has given his support to the Prohibi- 
tion party. _At local elections. l~on-ever, he 
1-otes independentl!- of party ties. He has 
been elected and served as a member of the 
board of county super\-isors. representing 
I\dicldlefork ton-nship in that way in 1887-8. 
H e  was a member of some important com- 
mittees and introduced a number of reso- 
lutions of d u e  ~vhich ha\-e been adopted 
and have saved to the county sums of money. 
He has, ho\vever, never been a politician in 
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the sense of office seeking. For twenty- 
seven years he was school treasurer of his 
township and is filling the position at  the 
present time. In numerous conventions of 
his party his opinions have carried weight. 
H e  has ever been known and honored for 
his loyalty to his honest convictions and for 
his prominence and fidelity- in executing any 
trust reposed in him. His life lzas been \\-ell 
spent and to-day he enjoys the regard and 
friendship of man:; of his acquaintances. 

J. 31. Dougllerty has long and activel!. 
been conilected n-it11 business affairs in Ver- 
milion county ancl is non- engaged in dealing 
in lumber and in the manufacture and sale 
of 11,ztive timber. He is well known as a re- 
liable busirless nlan and is also one of the 
honored early settlers of the co~u~ty .  dating 
his residence here since 18 56. He  nou- lives 
in the city of Danville and is familiarly 
called Joe by his numerous friends. 

Mr. Dougherty is a native of Indiana. 
his birth having occurred in Ohio county. 
that state. September 16, 1843. His father, 
\Villianl Dougl-hertj-. \\-as born in Dearborn. 
Indiana, -August I I .  1825. 11-hile the grand- 
father, Joseph Dougherty. n-as a natil-e of 
Virginia. The family comes of Irish line- 
age. the first representative of the name in 
-4nlerica. having emigrated from the north- 
ern part of Ireland to Virginia at an early 
epoch in the history of this country. Joseph 
Dougherty served as a soldier of the Slesi- 
can war. Emi,pting wesirvard he became 
one of the first settlers of Indiana and in the 
midst of the dense forest there he hexed out 
a farm. So wild was the country that he 
aIx.vays kept his gun by his side even while 

working in order to protect himself from 
anv attack from Indians. \L7iIliam Dough- 
erty was reared to manhood amid the wild 
scenes of pioneer life and in Indiana was 
united in marriage to Miss Mary hlyers, \vho 
\\-as born in Ohio. For some years there- 
after he follon-ed fanning in Indiana and in 
IS# he came to Illinois, settling in 1-ernlil- 
ion county among the first settlers of Catlin 
ton-nship. There he opened up a farnl and 
carried on agricultural pursuits for many 
years. H e  lost his wife in -1pril. 1899, \\-hen 
she had attained the age of eight]--hi-o years. 
and since that time Mr. Dougherty has resid- 
ed 11-ith his children. 

Joseph 11. Doughertj- of this rel-ien- \\-as 
a lad of thirteen years \\-hen he came \I-ith 
his parents to Vernlilion county and ~tpon 
the old I ~ o n ~ e  fan11 here he \\-as reared to 
manhood, renlaining under the parental roof 
until tn -en t~  years of age, \\-hen he began 
11-ork for himself. I-lis attention was give11 
to agricultural pursuits and to the lumber 
business. He  purchased one hundred and 
t\venty acres of timber land near Dandle ,  
cleared this. built upon it a good residence 
ant1 o~ened  up an excellent farm. upon 
I\-hich he livecl for sixteen years. On the 
expiration of that period he took up his 
almde in Dam-ille. building a hon~e there 
and has since continuotlsly engaged in deal- 
ing in lumber. Other departments of busi- 
ness activity have also clainled his attention. 
He  has engaged in the manufacture and 
baming of brick and has further contrib- 
uted to the improvement of the city by erect- 
ing a number of business houses and resi- 
dences !lere. en~ploi\-ing a large number of 
1,vorkmen. H e  has al\vays continued his 
operations in timber and in the manufacture 
of native lumber, this proving to him a good 
source of income throughout all the years. 
He  is a man of sound business jud,ment, of 
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~tnfiagging enterprise and stall\-art purpose 
and his efforts have brought to him splendid 
success, placing him among the substantial 
residents of Danville. 

In -Augt~st. 1867. in this county, Mr. 
Dougherty was united in marriage to Callie 
3IcCollister. 11-ho died three years and nine 
months later, leaving a daughter who died 
when about four years of age. In  1572 in 
Danville, Mr. Dougherty was -in married, 
his second union being with Emily hIcCol- 
lister. a cousin of his first wife. Vnto them 
have been born three chldren: hl. 11.. 1~110 
is non- in the hospital service in the Philip- 
pine Islands, having been connected ~ - i t h  ih: 
military interests of his country since the 
outbreak of the war with Spain: Callie, at 
home: and Belle. who is a teacher in the 
schools of Danville. The mother of these 
children passed away No\-ember I 2.  I 89 j 

Politically Mr. Dougherty is a Jefferson- 
ian Democrat who takes 211 active and hell,- 
ful interest in the work of the party. H e  
has served as a me~nber of the county centrai 
committee for a number of years, was chair- 
man for two or three years ancl was elected 
and serrecl for eight consecuti\-e years as 
assessor and collector of Danville to\vnsl~ip. 
being elected in a district ~vhich usuallj- gives 
a strong Republicail majority. This fact 
was a tribute to his personal worth ancl to 
his high stancling an1ong his fello~v n~en.  
who recoglizetl his ability ancl his 101-alty to 
public duty. He Iias many times been chosen 
as a delegate to county and state con\-entiotls. 
Socially he is a Master Mason. For forty- 
eight years he has been a resident of Vennil- 
ion county ancl has n-itnessed much of its 
grolvth and de\-elopment. He has seen the 
prairies broken and fenced. the timber ant1 
brush cleared alvay. roads constructed and 
towns and cities built. H e  farmed land up- 
on which a part of the city of Danville now 

stands. In 311 the work of improvement he 
has borne an active part and has lived a life 
of integrity and actil-ity, which has classed 
him among the honored residents o i  his com- 
munity. H e  is a modest. unassuming man, 
caring not for notoriety, yet he deserves the 
praise that is usually given a self-made Inan 
and the high regard I\-hich is accorded hini 
bj- his friencls. 

,Albert II'olcott was for many years a 
representative and prominent agriculturist 
of Vern~ilion county and a inan of sterling 
11-orth. ~ v l ~ o s e  man-  escellent clmlities en- 
deared him to his friencls so that n-hen he 
was called to his final rest his death was 
deeply and 11-idely regretted. H e  was born 
on the 4th of _ipril. 1839, in Chenango coun- 
ty. S e w  Yorlc. His father died n-hen the 
subject of this review IT-as only sei-en years 
of zge and his  noth her passed a\\-ay several 
years later. -Albert 11-olcott was the 2-oung- 
est of nine chilclren. eight brothers and a 
sister. H e  remained i i ~  the Empire state 
until abovt nineteen years of age. ~vhen he 
sought a 11on;e in the west. locating first 
in Logan count-\-. Illinois. There he re- 
~ n ~ i n e t l  for eleven years and during that 
time he \vent to the front as a defender of 
the cnion cause in the Civil war. enlisting 
in 1862 as a member of Company C. One 
Runrlred and Sisth Illi~lois Infantry. H e  
participated in a number of in1portant en- 
gagements atld ~vas  al\\-aj-s found at his post 
of duty. faithfull!- upholding the honor of 
the old flag. IYllen the war lvas over ancl 
the countrj- no longer needed his services he 
was mustered out on the 12th of July, 1865, 
ancl immediately returned to his home. 

b4r. Itiolcott had become actively en- 
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gaged in farming in Logan countj-. Illinois. 
and resuming his agricultural labor there he 
continued his farm \\-ork until February. 
1876. n-hen he removed to Vermilion county, 
settling in Grant township. Here he pur- 
chased a tract of raw prairie land and ~x-itll 
characteristic enera- began its cultivatio~~ 
and improvement. The work bf dex-eloping 
his farm he carried on vigorously and untir- 
ingly until he had made his fields rich and 
producti~e. 

In Log211 count!-, Illinois. on the 17th of 
December. 1867. 3lr. I\-olcott n-as united 
in marriage to Mrs. Marl; Parker. \\-I10 was 
born in Pe11ns:-lvania and was taken to Ohio 
in her infancy. She is a clarrghier of Jolltl 
and Ellen (Schuff) Clorrse. also natives of 
the I<e\-stone state. Mrs. 11-olcott 11-as 
reared in Ohio until thirteen !-ears of age. at 
~\-hich time she accompanied her parents oli 
their renlo~-a1 to Jasper county, Indiana. 
_ i t  the age of sei-enteen she gal-e her hand 
in marriage to FIzra Parker. \\-I10 died lt i  

Logan count!-, Illinois. and s~~bse~luentl\- she 
became the wife of Mr. TI-olcott. Her first 
husband was a fariner by occupatio~~. fol- 
Ion-ing agl-icultural pursuits until his death. 
Her father. n-110 was an in\-alitl for some 
?-ears. follou ed satlclle-maliing but Inter re- 
turned to the far111 \\-here the sons or the 
fainily lix-etl and \\-here he spent his reciain- 
I a s .  11; his family \\-ere eigl-t chililreii. 
four of I\-horn are still living, nalnel!- : \\-ill- 
iam C.. --lnc!re~\- I., Mrs. Esther -4. Lakin. 
and Mrs. -Ann J\-olcott. The nlarriage of 
our subject and his uiie n-as blessed \\-it11 
four chiltlren. of n-horn three are living : 
Mrs. Emma Ranson. a resident of Dail~ille: 
Mrs. 1-iola 3IcCo~-. a resident of Hoopeston : 
and Ernest. n-110 married 1Iinnie lIal~oiley 
and is living on a farm. 

3lr. I\-olcott was a nle~tlber of the Grantl 

-irnl?- of the Republic and also of the 310~- 
ern 11-oodmen Camp. He attended the 
Raptist church and took a very deep a ~ . l  
active interest in church work. although he 
was never a mernkr. but regular1~- attended 
the services and ldmred earnestly in the 
Sunclal--school. 11-11ile to the support of the 
cause of Christianit\- he was a liberal con- 
tributor. His \\-ife liolcls membership in the 
Baptist churcll and is a zealotls Christian 
11-oman. Mr. II'olcott continued his farm- 
ing operations until March. 1896, when he 
remol-ed to Hoopeston but n-as not long per- 
mitted to enjq-  his nen ilonle for there he 
diet1 on tlie 30th of October. 1897. Beca~zse 
of his progressive citizenship and active aid 
in nleasures for tl7e general good. because of 
his trustn-ort1:iness !n ln~siness anrl his fidel- 
it!- in private life _ilbert \I-olcott n-as num- 
I~eretl among tlie leacling ant1 ~ a l u e d  resi- 
de~its of his portlo11 of the count!- and his 
loss 1135 deepl!- mournetl not only by his im- 
metlinte farnily. btit I)!- a verj- large circle of 
friends. 

311-s l\701cc~tt hat1 a ial-m of eighty 
acres in Logan count!- left her 11:- her first 
husl~~nt l .  She solrl this on I-emo\-ing to J-er- 
niilini~ count!- ant1 purcllnsetl eight? acres 
three ant1 one-half miles from Hool~eston. 
~xoper-t~- n.liic11 she still on-11s and ~vhicll is 
no\\- \-er!- valuab!e. --At the present time she 
resitl~.; on Enst I-Toney\\,ell avenue. in the 
11nlne p~irchasetl in 1896. I\-ith her lil-es 
her tlaugl~ter. Nrs. \-lola 3IcCo~.  and her 
husbai?tl. together \\-it11 their tour children. 
Chnrle :I.. Fa>-. Ernest ant1 Etltla. 1lr.s. 
\\7nIcott is 11-itlel?- ktln~vn in Hoopeston anti 
tlie .;urrountli~?g portions of 1-errnilion cotm- 
t ~ -  as 3 lad? of Inan\- escellent qualities of 
heart 2nd mind and the circles of her friencls 
is almost co-estensive lvith the circle of her 
acquaintances. 
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BEN JAMIN PETERSON. 

Benjamin Peterson, who is engaged in 
general farming on section 7, Butler town- 
ship, near the village of Potomac. has to-day 
valuable and extensive landed possessions, 
his home f a r n ~  aggregating four hundred 
acres. During the sixty years he has lived 
in the state of Illinois wonderful indeed have 
been the changes that have occurred and the 
progress that has been made. for through 
these six decades this great comrnon~vealth 
has emerged to take its place as the leader in 
many industrial and comnlercial lines in the 
nation. 

Mr. Peterson is a naitve of Ohio, his 
birth having occurred in \'inton county, on 
the 1st of May, 1836. His father. Cornel- 
ius Peterson. was born in Maine, where 
his people located at a very earlv day and 
there he was reared. JYllen a young ma11 
he went westward. locating first in Ohio, 
his home being in Vintoll county. There he 
was married to Selinda Lane. whose birth 
occurred in that couilty. There Mr. Peter- 
son cleared and developed a tract of land, 
opening up a good farm. but in 1840 he 
sought a honle in Illinois, settling in Vermil- 
ion county, near Hig,oins~-ille. Here he 
again broke a tract of land, building upon 
it a good house and barn and developing his 
farm until it was a. rich and productive tract. 
Subsequently, however, he sold that land 
and purchased a farm in Butler township. 
In 1859 again he turned the first furrows in 
his fields, carrying on the work of improve- 
ment ancl cultivation until his land was 
made to yield golden harvests for the labor 
he bestowed upon it. It was upon his farm 
that he spent his last days. In  his family 
were three sons and seven daughters, all of 
whom reached mature years, but only three 

of the number, our subject and two sisters, 
are now living. 

Benjamin Peterson, whose name intro- 
duces this review, was reared to manhood 
upon the old family homestead in Vermilion 
county. His school privileges were very 
limited because. 011-ing to the unsettled con- 
dition of this' portion of the state, a public 
school system had not been established. H e  
remained lvit11 his father throughout the 
period of his manhood and after arriving a t  
years of maturity he carried on the home 
farm. In 1369 he purchased forty acres 
of land where he now resides. This was 
raw and unimproved but the breaking plo~v 
hat1 soon turned the surface and in course 
of time the land was placed under a high 
state of cultivation. Subsequently he pur- 
chased eighty acres additional. upon \vhicli 
his buildings are no1v located. This was also 
destitute of improvements ~vhen it came into 
his possession, being still in its primitive 
condition. He  has erected a good residence, 
built substalltial barns and other necessary 
o~itbuildings for the shelter of grain and 
stock and has planted an orchard and shade 
trees. H e  has tiled and fenced his land and 
all nlodern equipments are found on this 
valuable faml. 'I'o his property he has added 
again and again until no\+- he has four hun- 
dred and nine acres in one body. I t  is very 
\alual)le ancl each year a splendid harvest 
adcls materially to the capital \vhich he has 
already acquired. 

In Blount ton-nship. Vermilioll county, 
Mr. Peterson \\-as united in marriage, on 
the 29th of October. 1860. to Lydia Pilking- 
ton, who was born in Indiana. but x a s  reared 
in this county. She died in May. 1886, leav- 
ing six children : Clara, now the wife of W. 
J. Rucllanan of Butler to\vnship; William 
E., who is a farmel- of North Dakota; Flora, 
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the wife of hforton P. Ferr, of Hoopeston; 
John F.. a resident of Kankakee; Xyrtle, the 
wile of John McGinness of I o ~ v a  Lillie, 
the wife of Oscar-Anderson, a farmer of 
Butler township. On the 1st of -August, 
1859, Mr. Peterson. was united in marriage 
to Mrs. Margaret Henderson, a n-idon-. 11-ho. 
by her former marriage, had three sons and 
three datighters. 

Politically Mr. Peterson is a stanch Re- 
publican and his first vote was cast for 
-\braham Lincoln in 1860. He has never 
wavered in his allegiance to the party since 
that time, but has never desired office as the 
ren-ard for his party fealty, content to do 
his duty as a private citizen. M-hile serving 
as a member of the school board 11e has done 
effective service in behalf of education. He 
has also filled the position of overseer of 
highways. Both he and his wife are earnest 
and zealous members of the United Bretheril 
church, in \vhich he has long held ofices, 
being one of the trustees at the present time. 
A self-made man, his life record speaks 
clearly of industry, perseverance. econonly 
and honesty. He started out in the business 
world with no capital yet he has steadily 
worked his way upward and is to-day the 
owner of a very valuable farm in the county 
of his adoption. Througl~o~~t  almost his 
entire life hIr. Peterson has resided in this 
portioi~ of the state. The people of the 
twentieth century can scarcely realize \\-hat 
privations and hardships were endured by 

- the early settlers. I t  was not uncommon to 
see a herd of deer making their way over 
the prairies and wolves \\-ere frequently shot 
and many kinds of wild game were here in 
great numbers, but all have disappeared be- 
fore the approach of the white men. who 
have claimed the land for the purpose of 
cultivation and have made the district to 
bloom and blossoln as the rose. Mr. Peter- 

45 

son has turned many acres of sod and has 
seen the farmer improve his lands while the 
townsman has built up enterprises and in- 
dustries in village and city until Vermilion 
c o ~ ~ n t y  has become a rich a,gricultural and 
commercial center. He himself worked up- 
on three farms in order to make them 
cultivable and for his life of industry and 
enterprise he deserves credit. His mind is 
stored with many interesting reminiscences 
of pioneer times, when the homes of the 
settlers \\-ere I\-idely scattered but when 
ilospitality reigned supreme and many pleas- 
ures were enjoyed that are not known at 
the present day. He can teIl the tale of 
Danville's development and he rejoices in 
\{-hat has been accomplisl~ed in that town and 
tit>-. He has ever borne his part in the work 
of progress and as an honored pioneer he de- 
serves prominent mention in this volume. 

J'L-DGE J-\COB IV. WILKIN. 

The name of Judge Jacob IV. Wilkin is 
inseparably associated with the history of 
jurispn~cle~lce in Illinois and no man has 
been more respected in the state and none 
Illore highly deserve the honor that has been 
bestowed upon him. He is now serving as 
one oi  the supren~e judges of the comn~on- 
~vealth and his ability makes him one of the 
most capable jurists that has ever graced 
the court of last resort. The Judge was 
born in Licking county, Ohio, in June, 1837, 
and is a son of Isaac and Sarah (Burner) 
jlTilkin, natives . of Virginia. Soon after 
their marriage they removed to Ohio, set- 
tling in Licking county and in 1845 they 
became residents of Crawford countj~, Illi- 
nois. where the father engaged in farming. 
Prior to his arrival in this state, ho~vek-er, 
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he fmd fdlowed contracting and building. 
His lile record co~ered eighty-one years. 
while his wife passed away a t  the advanced 
age of eighty-five, b t h  dying in Marshall. 
Clark county, where they were living re- 
tired In their family were nine children. 
six sons aid three daughters, of \\-horn four 
are yet living, but the Judge is the only one 
who resides in Danville. One brother and 
a sister are living in Robinson, Crawford 
co~inty, the brother, H. 0. Wilkin, is filling 
the position of circuit clerk there. The sis- 
ter, Mrs. Mary 31. Coulter, is a \vido\s. The 
other brother, F-ev. b4. T. Wilkin, is a min- 
ister of the niIethodist church, now preach- 
ing in Grbana, Illinois. 

When a lad of eight years Judge IT-ilkin 
was brought to Illinois by his parents and 
attended school in Crawford county. He  art- 
em-ard k a m e  a student in McKendree Col- 
lege in St. Clair county, Illinois. and was 
thus pursuing his literary education when 
the Civil war broke out. Deeply interested 
in the questions ~vllich involved the country 
in the struggle and most loyal to the T_;nion 
ca:lse, he offered his services to the govern- 
ment, enlisting in Marshall, Clark county. 
as a member of Company K, One Hundred 
and Thirtieth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 
under Colonel Nathaniel P. Miles. the regi- 
ment being assigned to the Thirteenth ,Army 
Corps. With his command the Judge par- 
ticipated in the battles preceding the siege 
of Vicksburg and in the campaign which 
was followed by the surrender of that ~011th- 
ern stronghold. He was on detached sen-  
ice a t  General Grant's headquarters during 
the siege and he was also in the Red River 
campaign during which he participated in 
tk- haale of Sabine Cross Roads and other 
en3qements. H e  also aided in the siege of 
Spanish Fort, in the campaign against Fort 
~ b f y  and in &her movements of the 

army in that district of the south. He  had 
enlisted in the spring of 1862, was mus- 
terert. in in August of the same year and in 
the fall of 1865 he received an honorable 
discharge, having been in the army for more 
thnn three years. He joined his company 
as a private btlt was soon afterward com- 
missioned its captain and when mustered 
out held the rank of major of the One Hun- 
dred and Th~rtieth Illinois Regiment. \vhich 
had previously been consolidated with the 
Sel-entv-seventh Regiment. With his com- 
mand he was mustered out at Mobile and 
received his discharge at Springfield. Illi- 
nois. 

Following his return to civil life Judge 
11-illcin resumed the study of law under the 
direction ~f Judge Schofield, a distinguished 
mernl~er of the Illinois bar and for nlany 
years a member of the supreme court of the 
state In 1866 he was admitted to the bar 
and he began practice in Marshall. Clark 
county. Xs a partner of his former pre- 
ceptor he practiced from 1867 until 1873, 
and ill tlie latter year the dissolution of the 
1)usiness relationship was brought about by 
the election of Juclge Schofield to the su- 
preme hench. Judge llTilkin was then alone 
in practice until 1879. when he n-as elected 
circuit judge of the fourth circuit, compris- 
ing ;he counties of Clark, Edgar, Coles, 
e r n i l i o n  Douglas, Moultrie, Macon, 
Piatt and Champaign. H e  continued to re- 
side in Marshall. Illinois. until 1885. \)-hen 
he was re-elected circuit judge and was as- 
sigmed to the appellate court of the fourth 
district, at whicl~ time he removed to Dan- 
d l e .  In June, 1888. he was elected to the su- 
preme hench succeeding Judge John M. Scott, 
of RlcLean county and in 1897 was re- 
elected so that he is now serving as a mem- 
ber of that body a second term. When first 
elected be became an associate of his former 
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preceptor, Judge Schofield, who was also 
upon the bench and continued a mernber of 
the supreme court until his death, which oc- 
curred in February, 1893. A man of un- 
impeachable character, of unusual intellect- 
ual endowments. ' with a thorough under- 
standing of the lax*-, patience, urbanity and 
industry, Judge !$'ilkin took to the bench the 
very highest qualifications for this most re- 
sponsible oflice in the system of the state 
aovernment and his record as a judge has e 
been in harniony with his record as a man 
and lawyer, distinguished by unsn-erx-ing in- 
tegrity ant1 a masterful grasp of eveq- prob- 
lem that has presented itself for solution. 
The Judge has great respect for the dignity 
of judicial place and power, and no man ever 
presided in a court with more respect for his 
environments than does Judge Il'ilkin. As 
a result of that personal characteristic the 
proceedings are al\vays orderly up011 the part 
of every one-audience, bar and the officers 
from the highest to the lo~vest. His opin- 
ions are line speci~nens of judicial thought, 
alivays clear, logical, and as brief as the char- 
acter of the case will permit. He never en- 
larges beyond the necessities of the legal 
thought in order to i~lclulge in the drapery of 
literature. His mind. cluring the entire 
period of his course at the bar and on the 
bench hzs been directed in the line of his pro- 
fession and his duty. 

In September, 1865. was celebrated the 
marriage of Judge IVilkin and Miss Alice E. 
Constable. a daughter of Judge Charles H. 
Constable and unto then1 were born four 
children, of ~vhom one died in infancy. The 
others are : Iiarry 0 . .  John Schofield and 
Jessie B. The sons are both in Oregon. In 
the early spring of 1883 Mrs. !:ilkin died, 
her remains k i n g  interred in Marshall ceme- 
tery. In the iall of 158; the Judge was 
again married, his second union being with 

Sarah E. -kcher, a daughter of Judge \ITill- 
iam C: Whitlock, of Marshall, Illinois. By 
her first ~namage  she had one son, 13'illiarn 
Vi-. Archer. 11-ho is now a practicing attorney 
of Chicago. 

The Judge is a member of the First 
Metl~odist Episcopal church of Dam-ille and 
is sen-ing as one of its trustees. In politics 
he is a Republican and served as a Grant 
elector in 18 72. To a man of broa& mind 
~ 1 1 0  has made a close study of social and 
economic questions as well as of the politiczl 
history of his country. the subject of educa- 
tion is alivays a matter of interest and for 
many years Judge ]\-ilkin served as a trustee 
of the Southern Illinois Sormal School. 
Fraternally he is a protninent 3iason. be- 
longing to the lodge. chapter and command- 
eq- of Danville and of the consist or^ of Chi- 
cago. He  is also identified \\-it11 the Grand 
Arnlv of the Republic and wit11 the Loyal 
I.eqio11 of Chicago. -i gentleman of pleas- 
ing and courteous manner he is not less es- 
teemed for his social worth than his pro- 
fessional ability and he is to-da- numbered 
among the clisting~~ished residents of the 
state because of his \\-ell rounded character, 
his el-enl?- balanced mind and spleildid in- 
tellectual attainments. 

GEORGE S. COLE. 

At the time of the Civil war George S. 
Cole wore the blue unifornl of the nation and 
valiantly fought on soutllenl battle-fields for 
the preservation of the Union. H e  was for 
many years one of the thrifty and active 
business men of Danville, but is now living 
a retired life? enjoyihg a well earned rest. 
H e  is one of the oldest living native sons 
of this city. his birth having occurred here 
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January 2 j, 1836. His father, PeIeg Cole,. 
was born in North Bennington, Vermont, 
January g, 1804, and prior to his marriage 
came to the west settling in Vermilion county 
& 1831. Here he was married to Eliza 
Glusha, who was also born in North Benning- 
ton, her natal day being September I I ,  181 I. 
Peleg Cole was one of the first business men 
of this city and his energy and activity con- 
tributed in no small degree to the busi- 
ness upbuilding of this place. He  also 
entered some land irom the govern- 
ment and engaged in farming for a 
few years. He died in Prairie du Chien, 
Wisconsin, November 6, 1555, when in 
the prime of life, having gone to that 
place on a business trip. His wife sur- 
vived him until March I, 1869, when she, 
too, was called away. There were but two 
children in the fanlily who giesv to mature 
years, the sister being Mary E., now the 
wife of 5. D. Kilpatrick, of Danville. 

In this city George S. Cole was reared 
and educated and in September, 1862, he re- 
sponded to his country's call for aid to crush 
out the rebellion in the south, enlisting in 
Company -4, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth 
Illinois Infantry. He was in the army of 
the Cumberland and was first under fire at 
the battle of Perryville, Icentucky, having 
been a soldier a t  that time for over three 
weeks. Later he took part in the engage- 
ments at Stone River, Chickamauga, Mis- 
sionary Ridge, Chattanooga and the Atlanta 
campaigm. in which he fought almost con- 
tinuously for sixty days. He also aided in 
the capture of Jonesboro and of XtIanta and 
was with Sherman on the celebrated march 
to  the sea. Later he took part in the battle 
of Bentonville and subsequently marched 
through Richmond to Washington, where 
he participated in the grand review, which 
was the most noted military pageant ever 

known on the American continent, thousands 
of the soldiers marching by the grand stand 
upon which stood the president to review 
the victorious army. Mr. Cole then returned 
to Chicago and was mustered out and - 
honorably discharged on the 9th of June, 
1865. 

Immediately afterward our subject 
joined his family in Danville. H e  had been 
married here cm the 26th of April, 1860, to 
Elizabeth 1h7aples, who was born in Ver- 
million county, a daughter of William Wa- 
ples, one of the first settlers of this locality, 
having come to Illinois from the vicinity of 
Zanesville, Muskingum county, Ohio. Mrs. 
Cole was reared and educated in this state 
and by her marriage she has become the 
mother of four .children : Charles P. and IV. 
W., who are living in Omaha, Nebraska: 
Ralph, a business man of Danville; and 
Xellie A., at home. 

Mr. Cole had become identified with 
business interests of Danville prior to the 
Civil war and has been connected wit11 
various lines. -4t different times he has been 
engaged in the livery business and in dealing 
in saddlery, harness and hardware. For a 
quarter of a century he was an active repre- 
sentative of trade interests here, but for 
some years he has lived retired, enjoying a 
well merited rest: He has bought lots and 
built three good residences in Danville and 
has thus helped to improve the town. In 
politics Mr. Cole is known as an earnest and 
stalwart Democrat, following the political 
footsteps of his father, while his sons have 
also followed the example of their father in 
this respect. He  has voted for each presi- 
dential nominee of the Democratic party 
with the' exception of the time when he was 
in the army and gave his support to Abraham 
Lincoln. When a young man he was elected 
and served as constable and was assistant 
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United States assessor of internal revenue 
during the administration of Andrew John- 
son. He  never was, however, a politician 
in the sense of office seeking, preferring to 
give his attention to his business interests. 

- He and his wife are members of the First 
Presbyterian church of Danville. His entire 
life has heen passed in this city which has 
since developed almost fro111 a country cross- 
roads village until it has become one of the 
leading metropolitan centers of this great 
cornmon~t-ealth. In its improvements and 
progress he has manifested a deep interest 
ancl has given hearty co-operation to many 
measures for the general good. 

PERRY FR-IZIER, 

Throughout the greater part of his busi- 
ness career Perry Frazier has been identi- 
fied with the agricultural and commercial in- 
terests of \Tern~ilion county, but at the 
present time is practically living a retired 
life in the city of Georgetov-n, ~ r l ~ e r e  he 
\\-as born November 13. 1838. His parents 
were _-lbner and 34ary (Millican) Frazier, 
of n-horn more estended mention is made in 
the sketch of John Frazier on another page 
of this volume. 

During his boyhood and youth our sub- 
ject became thoroughly familiar with agri- 
cultural pursuits, and at  an earIy age took 
charge of his father's farm. During the 
first year it 11-as under his management he 
raised fifty head of iine hogs, which was a 
very unusual number for that time, and he 
continued to operate the farm with good suc- 
cess until his marriage. At the age of 
tm-enty-one he wedded Miss Eliza J. Patty, 
a daughter of Eli ancl Catherine (Hoover) 
Patty, natives of Indiana. Mr. Frazier then 

rented the home place for several years,  hen 
on account of his 11-ife's failing health -he 
removed to Butler, Bates county. Missouri, 
where he conducted a meat market for two 
years. His wife graduall- declined instead 
of recovering as the!- had hoped. and soon 
after selling his market she died and he 
brought her remains back to Georgeton-n for 
interment. She left tm-o sons : Sorrrlan W., 
now a resident of Cayuga. Indiana: and 
Jav SI., ~ v h o  is mentioned belou-. The I\-ife 
of the forn~er is non- deceased and his 
children, Lucile. Lester 2nd Rose. 11011- make 
their home \\-it11 his parents and brother. 

On his return to 1-ermilion count>-. SIr. 
Frazier again rented his father's fann, re- 
maining there for fourteen >-ears. In the 
meantime he TI-as united in marriage to Miss 
Xarv J. Moore. a daughter of John and 
Hannah 1\Ioore. 11-110 lived near Georgeton-n. 
IIrs. Frazier died on June 24, 1901. and 
our subject no\\- nlakes his home in George- 
tom-11, occup;-i~?g a pleasant residence only 
a half mile 11ort11 of the square on the Dan- 
~ i l l e  & Georgeto~vn electric line. Upon the 
place is a large Ibarn, ofice and considerable 
fruit of all kinds. Besicles his home Mr. 
Frazier o ~ ~ - n s  considerable other property, 
inclucli~~g tllirteen acres in the Heights of 
Georg-etou-11. east of the trolley line. \vhiclr 
is not yet platted. I-Ie has eighteen acres 
I\-est of the line. I\-hich has been laid off in 
ton-n lots. averaging sisty by one hundred 
and trrenty fee;. with a street in front forty 
feet wide and an alley in the rear ten feet 
wide. He also has forty-one and a half acres 
on section 30. Georgetoirn ton-nsl~ip. 

Xr. Frazier has aln-ays been a hard 
\\-orking nlan and in his undertakings has 
met ~ i t h  a fair degree of success. n-hich now 
enables him to la>- aside active labor and 
spend the remainder of his life in ease and 
quiet. enjoying the comforts 11-hich former 
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&il has brought to him. He holds member- 
ship in the Friends church at  Georgetown, 
and is held in the highest respect and Ateem 
by all who know them. 

F. C. V. Fares is one of the popular and 
well known residents of. Danville, where he 
has resided for twenty-two years. He  is en- 
gaged in business as a traveling salesman, 
representing a alo~lr house in this city. He  
was born in Cincinnati. Ohio, on the 8th of 
November. 1850, and is a son of Frank V. 
and Kate (\lTaggoller) Fares, the former a 
native of Germany ancl the latter of Ohio. 
On coming to the new 11-orld the father set- 
tled in Cincinnati ancl subsequently he re- 
moved with his family to Evansville, Indi- 
ana, where he conducted a bottling factory, 
bottling pop, soda water ancl other soft 
drinks. There he resided until his death. 
His wife also passed away in Evansville. 

Mr. Fares of this review pursued his 
dilcation in the schools of Cincinnati and 
Evansville, acquiring a good knowledge of 
the branches of English and German learn- 
ing, which fit one for the duties of business 
life. He afterward turned his attention to 
merchandising. being connected with the 
dry-goods trade in Cincinnati for several 
yeus. Subsequently he \vent to Evansville, 
Indiana. and there he concl~~cted a dry-goods 
store until his removal to Danville. On lo- 
cating in this city he accepted a position as 
salesman in a well known dry-goods h o ~ ~ s e ~  
remaining in that employ for six years, 
after which he accepted the position 
of manager of the firm of Xbdilla 
& Brown. acting in that capacity for 
four years. He was next assistant secretary 

and physical director for the Young Men's 
Christian Association of Danville for a short 
period and in 1893 he went upon the road 
as a traveling salesman for the flour ho~lse. 
In this b~~siness he has since continued and 
is very popular among the many customers 
whom he has secured because of his obliging 
manner, unfailing courtesy and reliable 
business methods. His business allon-s hiin 
to make a visit to his home once a month. 

Mr. Fares' family reside at KO. 61 I 
Douglas avenue. He was married in Terre 
Haute, Indiana. in 1885, to Miss Mary 
Purdy, a native of that city, born in 1856, 
and a daughter of Major George H. and 
Rachel P,. (Soule) Purdy. the former a 
native of l\.lassachusetts and the latter of 
Terre Haute. During the early part of 
their married life they resided near Roches- 
ter, Sen- York, and then removed to Terre 
Haute. Indiana, where Major Purdy secured 
a position as manager in a packing house, 
being thus enlployed until after the inaug- 
uration of the Civil war. He then enlisted 
in the Union arnq xvith the rank of captain, 
served for three years as a major and was 
musterecl out uritl1 the rank of lieutenant 
colonel. _After the war he returned to his 
home in Terre Haute, where he engaged in 
the con~n~ission business until his retirement 
fro111 business iife. Both he and his wife 
still reside in that city, where he is lviddy 
known as a pioneer settler and an honorable 
man, prominent in public affairs and esert- 
ing considerable influence in behalf of the 
city's 1%-elfare. The So~lle family was also 
established in Terre Haute at an early day 
ancl is well kno~vn in that city. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Fares has 
been blessed with two children, Robert P., 
bcrn December 2, 1856, and Helen, born 
June 28, 1f388. Both Mr. and Mrs. Fares 
hold membership in the Baptist church of 
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Danville, taking an active part in its work, 
contributing liberally to  its support, and at 
the present time hlr. Fares is sen-ing as one 
of its trustees. In politics he is a stanch Re- 
publican. never faltering in his allegiance 
to the party. Socially he is identified with 
the Knigl-hts of Pythias, the Royal Circle, of 
Danville. and \\-it11 the Traveling Men's Pro- 
tective -Issociation. His deference for the 
opirlion of others, his kindliness. his geniality 
and his genuine personal worth have nlade 
him a fa\-orite 11-it11 a large circle of friends 
ant1 his wife, too, enjoys the esteem of all 
who knon- her. 

Jay 31. Frazier is one of the leading 
yo:~ng b~lsiness inen of Georgeto\\-11. where 
he is now engaged in the real estate business, 
meeting \\-it11 escelleilt success. He  has 
recently purcl~ased fifty-tn-o acres of land, 
a part of ~~-11ich lies u-ithin the corporate 
linlits of the town, paying for this one hun- 
dred and flfty dollars per acre. The tract 
is one of the finest adjoining the village ant1 
it has already doublecl in 1-alue since it canle 
into the possessioi~ of Mr. Frazier. H e  gave 
the right of way along this tract to the Dan- 
ville and Paston electric line. believing it 
woulcl greatly aid in the upb~~ilding and 
ad\-ancement of the city. He espects to plat 
and build upon a part of his late purchase. 
H e  has erected 11la11y houses, \vhich he 
subsequentlj- sold 011 payments. and at  the 
present \vriting. in 1902. has several in 
course of construction. He  is also erecting 
a large and well appointed greenhouse near 
his residence and \\-ill soon be ready to 
furnish all kinds of flowers and shrubs to 
order. He is a 11-ide-awake. energetic busi- 
ness man. thoroughly progressive and up-to- 

date, and n-ell desert-es the success that is 
attending his efforts. ? 

In  18ga Mr. Frazier married Miss Grace 
Parker of Georgetown, and they reside on 
the home place with his father. She is a 
member of the Friends church. In  politics 
Mr. Frazier is a Republican and is now serv- 
ing as a member of the village b a r d  with 
credit to llimself and to the entire satisfaction 
of his constituents. 

James 11. Garner. ivho for a third of a 
century \\-as an active and enterprising 
farnler in Il!inois but is now living retired in 
Sidell. was born in Clinton county, Ohio, on 
the 10th of -\ugust. 1818. The family is of 
English ancestry. having been established in 
Sort11 Carolina at an early day- Captain 
James Garner. the great-grandfather of our 
subject. \\-as born in England and determin- 
ing to beconle a resident of the new world 
crossed the -4tlantic upon one of the old 
time sailing vessels and became a resident of 
Sort11 Carolina when the work of improve- 
nlent and progress in that state \vas in its 
infancy. He  became the o ~ ~ n e r  of an esten- 
sive plantation and a large i~umber of slaves, 
and \\-as a prominent man of his locality. 
The grandfather of our subject was John 
Fushe Garner. a native of Xorth Carolina, 
and James Garner. the father of our subject, 
\\-as also born in that state. There he was 
reared and as a companion and helpmate on 
life's journey 11e chose Mary Moon, a native 
of Sor th  Carolina and a daughter of Joseph 
lloon. 11-ho was likewise born in the same 
state, also of English lineage. James Gar- 
ner enligrated from Sor th  Carolina to Ten- 
nessee. and about 181 I became a resident of 
Ohio. settling ill Clinton county. which was 
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then a vast wilderness. The entire journey 
was made by wagon and he took with him 
eight head of horses and eleven cattle,'but all - 
of his cattle were stolen while in Kentucky. 
His horses. died soon after reaching Ohio 
and he then traded his wagon for another 
horse. For some years he found it very diffi- 
cult to provide for his family in the new 
home, for pioneer conditions existed and 
many hardships and trials were to be borne. 
He had only one neighbor living within ten 
miles of him. After reaching Clinton coun- 
ty he purchased some land from which he 
cleared away the trees and thus in the midst 
of the forest he hewed out a farm. After 
gaining a stari he returned to Tennessee, 
made some collections upon old debts .and 
disposed of some property there. He thus 
secured about four hundred dollars in silver. 
With this amount he returned to Ohio and 
it was probably his great size and strength 
that prevented him being robbed or mur- 
dered for his money. He was more than 
sis feet in height and weighed over t~vo  hun- 
dred and fifty pounds. Mr. Gamer spent 
his remaining days in Clinton county and as 
the years passed he was enabled to add more 
and more of the comforts of the older east 
to his pioneer home and in course of time 
became well-to-do. Both he and his wife 
died in Clinton county, but he survived her 
for a number of years. In their family were 
seven sons and seven daughters, and with 
one exception all reached adult age, although 
James M. and a sister are tilie only ones now 
living. ' 

James M. Garner grew to manhood in 
Clinton county upon the old family home- 
stead, remaining with his father until his 
death, when he purchased the interest of the 
other heirs in the old home place and suc- 
ceeded to the ownership of the property. 
There he carried on wicultural pursuits un- 

til 1869 when he came to the \vest. He was 
married in Clinton county in 1840. to Miss 
Martha ,-I. Seal, a native or' Ohio, born in . 

Highland county. Her father, Robert Seal, 
was an early settler of the Buckeye state. re- 
moving to Ohio from Virginia. 

In 1869 Mr. Garner sold his farm in 
Clinton county and came to Illinois, settling 
first in Douglas county, where he purchased 
ore hundred and sixty acres of raw land. 
This he broke and fenced, placed many rods 
of tiling upon the farm, built good barns 
and a comfortable residence, planted an or- 
chard and a grove of forest trees, and in fact 
continued the work of improvement until his 
property had greatly risen in value and 
formed one of the attractive features of the 
landscape. He  also engaged in raising, 
feeding and fattening stock for the market, 
and nas classed anlong the successful farin- 
ers and stock-raisers of his cotnmunity. 
There he continued his work until 1897 
~vhen he sold his far111 and purchased resi- 
dence property in Sidell, where he has since 
lived in the e~ljoytnent of a \I-ell earned rest. 

In 1563, u-llile still in Ohio, Mr. Garner 
was called upon to nlourn the loss of his first 
wife. By that marriage nine children had 
been born, of ~1-11oin five are yet living: 
John. a resident of South Dakota; IVilliam 
Eldridge. ~ h o  is also living in that state; 
Thomas Jefferson. of California ; Romeo, 
11-ho resides in Tuscola. Illinois; and Eliza- 
beth, the 11-it'e of 0. D. Loomis, of Cham- 
paign county. Illinois. Of the four \vho 
passed away two had reached mature years. 
Rachel Ellen n-as married and left three chil- 
dren. 11-hile Mary Emma died \\-hen a young 
lady. 3lr. Garner was married a second 
time in Indiana. in the town of Galveston, 
Mrs. Rebecca Lightfoot, nee Walker. becom- 
ing his wife. She was born in Ohio, but 
was reared in . - the Hoosier state and for a . . 
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number of years she traveled life's journey 
with Mr. Gamer, but in the fall of 1897 she 
\\:as called to her final rest. There \\-ere 
four children by this union : Etta, the wife 
of J. R. Neece, of Tolona, Illinois; Cora, 
the wife of L. C. Benefiel, of SidelI; Effie, 
the wife of F. S. Smithson, of Broadlands, 
Illinois ; and Iva, a young lady at home. 

Mr. Garner probably cast his first vote 
for a presidential candidate for IYilliam 
Henry Harrison in the year 1840, and tx-as 
an old line Whig until the dissolution of the 
party, when he joined the ranks of the new 
Republican party. H e  voted for Fremont in 
1856 and for each presidential nominee of 
the Republican party since that time. He 
was reared in the faith of the Society of 
Friends and still adheres to that religious 
belief. I i e  has known what it is to lix-e up- 
on the frontier both in Ohio and in Illinois, 
and has assisted in the arduor~s rask of im- 
proving the wild land in both states. 
Througl~ a thircl of a century he has made 
his home in Vermilion county, during 11-hich 
time he has formed an extensive acquaint- 
ance and all 11-1-ho have been brought in con- 
tact I!-it11 him recognize in him traits of 
character which are \~-orth_v of commenda- 
tion and emulation. 

D. PI/[. Shankland. ~vho is now serving 
as one of the aldermen of Hoopeston, was 
born in TVarren county. Indiana. in 1553. 
H e  is a soli of J. C. Shankland, 11-ho died 
TJ-hen our subject was fifteen years of age. 
The mother, who bore the maiden name of 
Nzncy Stofie, passed axt-aj- in 1877. In their 
family were seven children. but only three 
are now living namely : Samuel V. : -Ida 

J., the wife of Curtis Franks: and D. bf. 
In 1863 Mr. Shankland of this sketch 

accompanied his parents on their removal to 
Iroquois cot~nty-, a settlement being made 
along its southern border. There he 11-as 
reared, living in that locality \\-hen it it-as - 

still a district and when deer roamed 
over the prairies. He remembers seeing as 
man>- as thirty-two head in a single drove 
cross his father's farm. H e  attended the 
public schools for sel-era1 terms. \I-alking a 
distance of four miles to and from school. 
As a companion and helpmate for life's jour- 
ney Mr. Sl~ankland chose Eva Foxs~orthy, 
a most estimable lad?- ~ h o  has been a faith- 
-fuI companion and helpnlate on life's jour- 
ney. Their marriage was celebrated in 
Iroquois count?. in ISSO. and the lady was 
born in J'ermilion  count^- in 1861. Her 
mother, Mrs. Martha Fosu-orthj-. is still 
living in EIoopeston. In her family were 
the following children : 11-aiiacc. -Addison, 
Reed. George. Ross. Dale and Eva. the last 
named being the only daughter. 

TIYO years after their marriage Mr. and 
Mrs. Shankland removed to nortlt~vestern 
Sebraska. taking u-it11 them about twenty- 
five hundred rlollars. but they made a mis- 
take in going too far west. \I-here little rain 
fell 2nd their attempt to establish a home in 
that co~ultry and gain prosperity proved un- 
successful. 1 .  Shankland l~omesteaded 
some tracts of a half section and remained 
in the west for seven years. but finding that 
he could not gai: prosperit>- there he re- 
turned to Hopeston in 1888 and has since 
been engaged in the work of di-illing \\-ells, 
putting in tubillar wells. \vindfilills. tanks 
and piping.- He 11o.u- has a ti\-o-horse poll-er 
11-ell driller for his drill welIs and employs 
usually a b u t  four men. His work estends 
to Tippecanoe and Renton counties. Indiana. 
and his services a@ in demand during the 
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&greater part of h e  time. He is now receiving 
a liberal patronage and his business is gain- 
ing greatly both in I-lume and importance. 
He thoroughly understands the work in 
principle and in detail. and there is no one 
more competent in his line than is Mr. 
Shankland. 

The home of our subject and his wife 
was blessed with two children. but they lost 
one child, Merle. at the age of seven years. 
Their daughter Della is now employed in 
the telephone exchange. Both our subject 
and his wife hold membership in the .irneri- 
can Home Circle, of I\-hich he is a guardian. 
In politics he is a Republicill1 and he is now 
serving for the fourth term as a member of 
the board of aldermen of Hoopeston. IVhile 
in Nebraska he was assessor for three terms. 
H e  and his wife have a pleasant home on 
Thompson avenue  here they also own three 
lots. All that Rlr. Shankland possesses has 
been acquired through his enterprise and well 
directed labor and he deserves much credit 
for what he has accomplished. He is quite 
widely known throughout the county, and 
especially in Hoopestvi he has many friends. 

?Villiam Reilly. a native of the Enlerald 
isle, has resided in various portions of Xmer- 
ica as well, not only in the United States 
but also in Nova Scotia, but since 1860 he 
has made his home in Danville, ~vhere he is 
n o 1 ~  living a retired life. He  was born on 
the Emerald isle. a son of Edward Reilly, 
who was a farmer of Ireland and spent his 
entire life there. The subject of this review 
was but fourteen years of age when with his 
six brothers he saiIed for the new world, 
first locating in IVorcester, l/Iassachusetts, 
where for a shoe time lle was employed at 

the blacksmith's trade. He afterward went 
to Boston, where he followed blacksmithing 
for four years and then removed to White 
Fountain, Nen? Hampshire, where he 
worked at his trade for two years. Remov- 
ing then to Maine. he was for a year em- 
ployed on a rock ledge and on the expiration 
of that period he made his way to St. John's, 
Xova Scotia, where for three years he was 
employed as foreman of a stone quarry and 
for four years was engaged in stone work 
near St. John's when he left the northeast, 
seeking a home it1 Illinois. locating in Dan- 
ville \\-here he resided for three years. devot- 
ing his attention to his old trade of black- 
smithing. Attracted by the discovery of 
gold in California he then went to the Pacific 
coast and for a year worked in the mines, 
but again he returned to Danville and TI-as 
employed as a coal miner in this locality and 
in the Grape creek mines near Daiirille for 
several years. With the money he had ac- 
quired through his own -labors he then pur- 
chased coal mines near Danville, operating 
these for several years, when he entered into 
a contract with the Chicago Coal & Coke 
Compaily to take charge of its mines at Grape 
Creek, acting as foreman there for five years, 
\\-hen, on account of illness, he rctired from 
the position. He  then purchased coal land 
at Grape Creek in order that his sons inight 
continue in the mining business and this 
property Mr. Reilly still owns, although Ile 
is now living retired from b~lsiness cares. 

In Chester county, Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Reilly was united in marriage to Miss Ellen 
Sweeny, a native of County Donegal. Ire- 
land. Five children have been born unto 
them. Edward, who married Minnie R4c- 
Reynolds, is residing in Danville and is man- 
ager of Kelly Mine No. 3. Annie is the 
wife of Thomas Sherr, a machinist of Dan- 
ville. Cornelius is a miner of this city. will 
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P. has been enlployed as a mail carrier of 
this city for more than thirteen years. 
George is a molder in the machine shops of 
this city. They have also reared two adopt- 
ed daughters. Lizzie and May, both of whom 
are residents of Danville. 

When Mr. Reilly arrived in this city he 
boarded at lvhat \\-as known as the old 31c- 
Cornnick House, but finally erected a home 
on Elizabeth street. in n-hich he lived for 
several years. reinlo\-ing thence to his present 
home at KO. 310 Buchanan street, where he 
is no\\- living in honorable retirement from 

- business. He  o~vns one quarter of a block 
on this street and is also the owner of a 
fruit orcharcl of tn-o acres at the edge of 
Danrille ~ i i d  one ancl one-half acres of land 
near there, together ~vitln four building lots 
in the same district of the city and other 
property here. Air. Reillq- is one who from 
a htunble financial position has steadily 
worked his way upu-arc1 until he is now ~num- 
bered among tlne illen of affluence of his 
adopted county. Since 18 56 he has earnest- 
ly and unfalteringly supported the Republic- 
an party and he ancl his family are rnetnbers 
of the Catholic clnurcl~ of Danville. The 
hope that led him to leave his native land 
~vhen a h v  of fourteen >-ears that he might 
enjoy the better business opportunities of the 
new n-orld has been more than realized, for 
here he has prospered until to-day he may 
11-ell be classed among the substantial citi- 
zens of l'ermilion county. 

J-ABEL B. TREST 

Jabel B. Trent. nox- deceased, \\-as one 
of the first settlers of Datn~ille. -1 native of 
Virginia. he pursued his education in the 
schools of the Old Dominion and at the age 

of nineteen years m e  to the west settling 
in Dantille where he began working at  the 
builders' trade. H e  also learned and fol- 
1011-ed the brick mason's trade and assisted 
in building and plastering some of the first 
brick buildings in this city. H e  \\-as also 
employed by the government as a land agent. 
H e  aftercvarcl ~vorked at his trade again and 
11-hen he had accumulated a comfortable corn- 
peteilce in that x a y  he turned his attention 
to real-estate business which he folio\\-ed 
during tlne latter part of his business career, 
handling considerable property much of 
n-hich he onned. He continued to reside in 
Danville rrntil his demise and was accounted 
a \\-orthy and representative citizen. 

Mr. Trent \\-as united in marriage to 
3,fiss l i e d t h y  -A. Rogers. of Vermilion coun- 
ty, and they became tlne parents of seven chil- 
dren. Samuel, 11-110 married Ellen Hannas, 
is now deceased. -4nnis is the wife of F. 
JI.  Preston. of Hoopeston. James is living 
on a farm in Vermilion county. John is a 
physician residing in Indiana. Susan -4. is 
tlne deceased wife of Edn-in Fox. Josephine 
is the wife of l\7illiam I.-. Burgett and is 
mentioned later on. Jabel carries on agri- 
cultural pursuits in this county. The father 
died Sfay 27. 185 7. and the nlotlner, surviv- 
ing him for about twenty years, passed away 
January I ,  1877. Mr. Trent was al~i-ays 
actil-ely interested in politics and voted with 
the Delnnocratic party. He held member- 
ship in the Masonic Lodge of Danville and 
both he ancl his wife were consistent and 
devoted nnennbers of the Sfethodist Episco- 
pal church. -Actively identified with the up- 
building of the city in the years of its early 
development. he took a helpful interest in 
everything pertaining to the general good 
and \\-as numbered anlong the pronninent 
and influential men here. 

Josephine Trent. the youngest daughter 
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of our subject, was married to \Villiam Cave 
and they became the parents of one son, 
James, who married Miss Alesia Bloble and 
now resides near his mother. H e  is a mail 
carrier of .this city. After the death of her 
h t  husband Mrs. Cave became the wife or' 
William U. Burgett, a native of Ohio and a 
son of George \Vashin@on Burgett, of Wa- 
bash, Indiana. In  the year 1875 he came 
to Danville 11-here he began working at the 
carpenter's trade, which he has follon-ed con- 
tinuously since, also devoting a portion of 
his time to blacksmithing. He now resides 
at  No. jzI Bowman avenue, and Mrs. Bur- 
gett is also the otnler of other property near 
her residence. 

JOHX H. DUKES. 

A prominent and influential resident of 
Westville, ~vhere he has taken an important 
part in the public policy of the town and in 
movements and measures for the genera! 
\\-elfare, John H. Dukes con~inands the re- 
spect and confidence of the community. 
He was born in Georgetown to\vnship. -111- 
p ~ s t  7, 1856. His grandparents xere Ste- 
phen and Rachel (Lewis) Dukes. the form- 
er a native of Virginia and the latter of 
Tennessee. They came to this county in 
1822 and settled at Erooks Point. jt~st east 
of Westville. Their eldest son, Ellis Du1;es. 
was born January 25,  1838. He married 
Nancy F. Ban-en, who was born in Bourbon 
county. Kentucky. -2ugust 7. 1826. Thcough- 
out his entire active business career he fol- 
lowed farming and \\-.as a Republican in 
politics, holding the office of justice of the 
peace and also serving as school treasurer 
for twenty years. He was a man of stron.9 
character, ever f~~lfilli'ng his duties in strict 

accord to what he thought \\-as right and . 
winning the respect of his fellow townsmen 
by his upright conduct. He died March 6, 
1879. His wife in early life held mernber- 
ship in the New Light church and afterward 
in the Alethodist church, dying in that faith 
on September 2;-th. 187 j. They were the 
parents of seven children: Asa. 11-ho was 
born September" 26, IS 53. and died January 
8, 18jg ; Mary C.. u-110 became the wife of 
Henry Robinson and died November 30, 
1878, leaving her husband and one child to 
inourn her Icss : Doll>- May, now living at 
Coyville, Kansas: Robert S., born July 10, 
1854, who is a farmer res'iding near Custer, 
ll'ood count-. Ohio: John H.: 117. C.. a 
resident of Georgetou-11. this county; and 
Racllel Frances, the n-idon- of Henry Gilbert, 
I\-110 was a prosperous farmer. 

-At the age of tu-enty-one John H. Dukes 
was united in marriage to Lizzie, daughter 
of blah1011 and Margaret (Falls) Finley, 
both natives of l'irginia. They were mar- 
ried there and at first removed to Indiana. 
a~:d then in 1824 to \-errnilion county. They 
\!-ere the parents of fourteen cl~ilclren, as 
fol1011-s : --lmos 11-illiam, 1v11o was killed 
bv lightning near ll'est~ille: Catherine. the 
wife of John Hogan. of 1ndianal)olis. Indi- 
ana: -America. the wife of Thomas Bracly. 
of Catlin : David -1.. 11-ho lived in ll'estville 
and died October 8. 1890: Eliza Ann. the 
 idon- on- of Daniel Su~cot t ,  a merchant tailor 
of Rossville: Charlotte. the wife of G. 1;. 
Hooten. a lumberillan of Danl-ille. Illinois ; 
Arminta. the 11-ido~i- of Peter S. Burke. a 
lawyer of 1-akima. ll-ashington: E. G. Fin- 
ley, of Catlin. one of the most estensil-e 
stock raisers of this county: Mary E., the 
11-ido~v of John B. Cooley, a farmer of Mart- 
insrille. Clark co~~nty.  Illinois: H. C. Fin- 
ley. a fzrmer residing near Mount Carmel, 
Illinois ; Henrietta. wife of Frank \lThite. a 
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farmer of Catlin :, H. C.. the twin brother of 
Henrietta ; IIargaret, wife of Gus Samuel- 
son. a f ~ r m e r  of Oak\\-ood ton-nship; and 
Mrs. Lizzie Dukes, who is the youngest of 
the fourteen children. The children all had 
good common-school educations. The home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Dukes has been blessed 
with hi-o children : -America B., born Feb- 
ruary 22, 1879, is n-ell educated and refined, 
being a gradrrate of music. -Alfred Lenis, 
born March 17, ISSI. has also received a 
good ed~~cation in many branches including 
mrzsic. 

After their marriage Mr. and Xrs. 
Dukes at first located in 11-ood county. Ohio, 
~v le re  he rented land for three pears and en- 
gaged in farming and stock-raising. He 
then came back to \-errnilion county and 
rented his father's farm for tu-o years, when 
he purchased a fan11 adjoining West\-ille 
and there carried on agricultural pursuits 
~ ~ n t i l  I $92. On this far111 he opened the first 
tile manufactory in Vermilion county, which 
he operated for tn-o years and then sold to 
his uncle. John Dukes. That pear he was 
electecl comn~issioner of high\\-a>-s of George- 
town township, on the hard road issue. He 
held the o&ce u11til 1899. n-hen he was de- 
feated by a Denlocrat. Luther -4. Clingan. 
During the time of the coal boom in this 
locality he sold his farm to the Kelly Coal 
Company and has since been engaged in 
trading. He was anlong the first trustees 
who organized the x-illage of 11-estx-ille. He 
has alivays been a stall\-art Republican and 
is now representing his tau-nship as a mem- 
ber of the RepubIicail central committee. 
He enjoys a wide acquaintance throughout 
the state, and none know him but to respect 
and honor him. He is a member of Uitchel- 
son Lodge, No. 373. K. P., of Westville. 
Mrs. Dukes is a member of the Methodist 
church. Their daughter Is a member of the 

Rathbone Sisters and the son is president of 
the Teamster's cnion. So. 114. of West- 
ville. Mr. Dukes owns his present residence 
1%-hich is situated on a lot one hundred and 
thirtx-two feet. The house is an eight-room 
residence. only two blocks from the post- 
office. Mr. Dukes also has five dwellings 
in Jtiestville which he rents, and a business 
corner opposite the Big Four depot which 
rents for sixty dollars a month. also two 
houses a d  lots in Georgeton-n and some 
1-acant lots. He has two houses and lots in 
DanvilIe and four hundred and eighty acres 
of land in Texas county. 31issouri. A self- 
made man. llr. Dukes has been very ssuccess- 
ful in his business \-entures. This is due to 
his keen discriminatiop and his ability to 
make judicious in\-estments of his capital. 
He has a fine librarj- valued at several hun- 
dred dollars. and his 110111e life is pleasantly 
passed with his family and friends. He is 
a sul~stantial business man of his community 
a~ld  much of the improvement and devel'op- 
ment of the town is due to his -efforts to- 
ward pro~ndting its moral. intellectual and 
material welfare. 

Rev. I\-. L. Campbell, who makes his 
home in Georgetoi~n. and is now- pastor of 
the Cllmberland Presbyterian churches in 
Liberty, Illinois, and Cayuga. Indiana, is 
a-native of Yern~ilion county, his birth hav- 
ing occurred in El\voocl township, July 30, 
IS*. His parents were Enos and Jenny 
Barr (Cloyd) Campbell. the former born 
,August 12,  1800, and the latter in 1805. 
Their early- home was near Janesboro in 
Washington county, Tennessee, whence they 
removed to Verniilion county, Illinois, set- 
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tling in Elwood tomship in 1833. In their 
family were twelve children, four born in 
Tennessee and the others in this county. 
Nine of the number are still living. James, 
the eldest, died in infancy prior to the re- 
moval of the family to Illinois. Catherine 
first married John Patterson, a farmer of 
Elwood township, who died in 1857, leaving 
one child, William P., and about four years 
later his widow became the wife of Jacob 
M. Kendall, who lived on a farm in Eln-ood 
township until 1893 and then removed to 
Ridgefarm, where he lived retired until his 
death in 1900. Mrs. Kendall is still living 
there. E. C. Kendall, the eldest son, en- 
,"aged in farming until twenty-eight years of 
age, was next interested in mercantile buzsi- 
ness, and was subsequ~ently a railway mail 
clerk, after which he went upon the road as 
a traveling salesman for the Webster Gro- 
cery Company of Danville. He married 
Jennie Cooper and died in Danville in Jan- 
uary, 1902. John M. married Ollie Harvey, 
a daughter of 'CVilliam Harvey, then of 
Ridgefarm but now in ~~ississippi, and he is 
successfully engaged in general merchandis- 
ing at Ridgefarm. Joseph, who married 
Kate Foster, follo\ved farming for several 
years but for the past ten years has en,-ed 
in the grain b~lsiness at Ridgefarm. Jacob 
M., a geneial merchant of Dana, Indiana, 
married Zula Southern, a daughter of John 
Southern of Ridgefarm. Alexander, a resi- 
dent of Georgetow-n, marri@ Elizabeth Pat- 
terson of Elwood township and now owns 
property in both Farmridge and Georgeto\i\-n. 
James P. Campbell, who died in Georgetown 
in January, 1895, married Sarah Patterson 
and has five children, of whom Jacob died 
a t  the age of sixteen years; and Florence 
died at the age of nineteen. His second 
dattghter married Nelson Moore, of George- 
town md ten years later died, leaving four 

children. His youngest son, Enos, is a 
blacksmith of Georgetown. His other 
daughter, Elizabeth, married Josiah Thomp- 
son, of Chicago, 11-ho is head clerk for a large 
steel manufacturing company. at a sala~y of 
twelve hundred dollars per year. Mary 
Campbell wedded Hiram Patrick, whose 
home is near Cayuga, Indiana, and to them 
were born ten children, of whom six are 
still living. two sons being married, while 
two other sons and ttl-o daughters are at 
home with their parents. Elizabeth Camp- / 

bell became the wife of It~illiam Patrick. 
now a resident of Denver. Colorado, and 
seven children blessed their union, the sur- 
viving members of the family being Mrs. 
Charles Cook, \\-hose husband is now iiving 
retired in Ridgefarm, Illinois, having left 
his large farm some seven years ago ; Enos, 
a lezzding member of the fire department or 
Den\-er; Kannie, wife of John McCarthy, 
a well-to-do  hard^\-are merchant of that city; 
L.011, a successful teacher in the schools of 
Denrer : and Lene. wife of Frank James, a 
drug clerk of Chicago. Druzilla Canlpbell 
married Tilghman Van Duyn. a resident of 
Dana, Incliana. ancl they have four sons ancl 
tu-o daughters. The father ancl three of the 
sons are blacks~niths and the other son is a 
tinner. One of the daughter is married and 
the other is single. JV. L. Campbell, of 
this review. is the next of the family. A. C. 
Campbell lives in Fremont, Nebraska. with 
his wife and three daughters. all single. He 
and one daughter are engaged in selling 
mu~sical instr~~ments. The eldest is a trained 
nurse, commanding high wages. and the 
youngest is still in school. A. R. Campbell, 
who is a photoampher by profession, now 
has charge of the Collett Home for or- 
phans, situated two miles east of Cayuga, 
Indiana. He is married and has m e  sor. 
and one daughter. Lou Campbell, the 
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yo~~ngest of the family, married \V. C. Cook, 
a farmer living near Quaker, Indiana. and 
they have t ~ - o  sons, one married and the 
other single. hlr. Cook is a very successful 
man, owning a large farm, and is engaged in 
raising standard bred stock. 

?V. L. Campbell, of this rel-ieu-. was 
reared and educated in this co~mty, and in 
early life learned the carpenter's trade, which 
he has folio\\-ed more or less throughout his 
entire business career, having built fourteen 
houses in Georgetown. -Among them is a 
twelve room h o ~ ~ s e  for Nr. Pritchard. and 
one each for 3Ir. Robb and Mr. Kilgore. 

On the 20th of Movember, 1866. Xr. 
Campbell was united in marriage to Miss 
Jennie Poole, whose parents were John T. 
and Mary (Xe~vman) Poole. of Terre Haute. 
Indiana. Her father engaged in mercl~andis- 
ing and also the cooperage business and was 
one of the first temperance orgaanizers of his 
time. After the co~ultry became involved 
in Civil war he entered the service in 1862 as 
cluartermaster sergeant and remained at the 
front until hostilities ceased. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Campbell were born five children. all 
of whom are no\v grown. namely: Oscar 
K. married &label Drury and resides in Gib- 
bon, Nebraska. ~vl~ere  he carries on b~~siness 
as a barber and dealer in grain. Fraternally 
he is a member of the Knights of Pytllias 
Lodge at that place. C. -1.. the second soil. 
is employed in a sugar factory in Loveland. 
Colorado. Minnie is the wife of E. L. 
Hiberly. a successf~~l lawyer and real estate 
dealer of Tacoma, 1%-ashington. Gertrude 
is now with her parents. IVilliarn -Albert. a 
graduate of the Vermilion Academy. was 
studying law when he succumbed to con- 
sumption which followed a hemorrhage 
some eighteen rnonths previous. and he 
passed away March 3, 1898. 

In his social relations Blr. Campbell is a 

member of Ridgefarm Lodge. Xo. 632, F. & 
A. M., of which order three of his brothers 
also belonged. His daughter. Mrs. Hiberly, . 

is a member of Een Hur Lodge of Tacoma. 
11-ashington. and is connected with the 
Friends church. as was also her brother \\-ill- 
ianl -4.. while another brother is a member 
of the Cumberland Presb>-terian church. and 
the third of the llethodist church. Miss 
Gertrude is a member of the Christian church 
and the Royal Circle of Georgeto\\-n. In 
politics Mr. CampbelI is a Pr6hibitionist and 
takes a deep interest in the temperance cause. 
-\t five different rimes he held the office of 
assessor of Eugene township. Vermilion 
county, Indiana. sen-ing 11-it11 credit to him- 
self and to the entire satisfaction of all con- 
cerned. Being a good penmen his books 
were alu-a\-s neatly kept. 

-It the age of forty-two years Slr. Carnp- 
bell 1.vas  con^-erted and joined the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian church. Three years later 
he became a candidate for the ministry and 
being licertsed to preach the same year he at  
once entered upon his ministrial labors. tak- 
ing a regllar ecclesiastical course of study 
in the church of his denomination. -4t the 
age of fifty-three he \\-as set apart and or- 
dained and has since engaged in preaching 
within the bounds of the Foster Presbytery, 
delivering about tu-0 hundred sermons each 
year. He has also preached two h~~ndred and 
forty funeral sermons. has married one hun- 
dred and eighty couples: taken about two 
hundred and sisty members into the church; 
ordained fourteen elders and ti\-elve deac- 
ons. Bet1,veen the 1st of April. I ~ I .  and 
the 1st of -Xpril. 1902. he delivered fortp- 
tn-o funeral sermons and seven since that 
time. He now has charge of two congreg-d- 
tions. one at Cayuga. Indiana and the other 
at Liberty. Illinois, ar~d is an untiring worker 
in the Master's vineyard. His life is exem- 
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plary in all respects and he ever supports 
those interests which are calculated to uplift 
and benefit humanity, while his own high 
moral worth is deserving of the highest 
commendation. He and his family are 
among the most esteemed and influential citi- 
zens of the eastern part of Vermilion county. 

LVILL H. 

1,ViIl H. 'T70rk has for some years past 
been a resident of Hoopeston. but recently 
was appointed to the position of turnkey in 
the county jail and therefore expects to 
make Danville his home, at least through the 
succeeding four years, which will cover his 
incumbency in that postion. Mr. York was 
bqrn in IVfontgoinery county, Indiana, on the 
26th of May, 1865. a son of Abraham and 
Isabel (Washburn) York. The father was 
a native of Qhio and for twenty-five years 
engaged in the livery business in Wayne- 
town, Indiana. in which place our subject's 
birth occurred. He has a brother and two 
sisters : John, Mrs. Lizzie Knox, of Hoopes- 
ton, and Mrs. Lucy Brant, of Veedersb~trg, 
Indiana. In Wayneton n. Indiana, \trill H. 
York pursued his education and when about 
eighteen years of age he entered a drugstore 
in Waynetown as a clerk, being employed in 
that capacity for a number of years. Leav- 
ing his native city in 1891 he went to Chica- 
go where for four months he was employecl 
in the Lakeside restaurant. In the fall of 
1891 he came to Hoopeston and for four 
years thereafter was employed in the Illinois 
Canning factory as a box-maker and at  gen- 
eral work. In 1896 he was appointed night 
watch for the city, acting in that capacity 
until 1898 when he was put on tht day force. 
In  IF he. was appointed deputy sheriff by 

James SJoan, for Grant township, and in 
-%ug~st, 1901, he captured a man who had 
escaped from the Fort Madison, Iowa, peni- 
tentiary, and for whom a reward of fifty 
dollars mas offered. In 1902 he was ap- 
pointed turnkey of the county jail under H. 
H. Whitlock, for a term of four years. 

31r. York mas married in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in 1895, to Miss Maggie Hoffman, 
the wedding being celebrated on the 10th of 
June, of that year. She was born in New 
3-ork city, May 6, 1870, and when nine years 
of age was adopted by R. T. Miskimens, of 
IIoopeston. She has one brother, Conrad 
Hoffman, of this city. By her marriage she 
has become the mother of three children: 
Richard, born April 25, 1896; Jean, who 
died at the age of twenty-two months: ant1 
Dorothy, born May 24, 1900. In his polit- 
ical views h'Ir. York has always been a stanch 
Republican, earnest and unfaltering in s u p  
port of the party, and he is equally faithful 
and loyal in the perfornlance of his duties 
as a public official. 

He  belongs to Hoopeston Lodge, No. 
709. -4. F. (% A. M., the Modem Woodmen 
of -America and the Independent Order of 
Foresters. also of Hoopeston. 

J. S. Christman, vice-president ijf the 
Commercial Trust & Savings Bank of Dan- 
~ i l le ,  Illinois, was born in Warren county, 
Indiana. an< in ,1876 moved from Indianap- 
olis, Indiana, to Illinois. H.e was employed 
by 'lV. J. Henderson & Company, general 
merchants of Rossville, Illinois, for a period 
of tl~ree years ; in 1879, be,gm,farming. and 
stock-raising; later on began a banking busi- 
ness with Lbi.T. Cunningham under the name 
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of the Citizens Bank at Rossville and has 
continued farming operations to the present 
time. In 1890 the Citizens Bank was re- 
organized as the First National Bank of 
Rossville, with Samuel Collison, president: 
T. Collison, vice-president ; and George E. 
Crays, cashier; and Mr. Christman is serv- 
ing on the board of directors. 

posit vault in the county. The establish- 
ment of the institution, including the remod- 
eling of the building, the installation of the 
safety vaults and the securing of the office 
fixtures, cost thirteen- thousand six hundred 
and sixty-eight dollars, and is by far the best 
equipped bank in the county. Success has 
crowned the efforts of the concern since its 
opening, as its statement for the first five 
weeks was as follows : 

THE COMlLIERCIAL TRUST & S-IV- RESOURCES. 

INGS E-WK. Loans and discounts. . . . . . . . .  $ 96, I 83-00 

The Commercial Trust & Savings Banli 
of Danville was organized December 27, 
1902. with the follo\ving officers: LV. T. 
Cunningham, president ; J. S. Christman, 
vice-president ; T. F. Christman, cashier : 
John L. Hamilton, vice-president : and S. G. 
Wilson, general counsel. The board of di- 
rectors is composed of James -4. Cunning- 
ham. F. Mi Gundy, S. G. LVilson, J. S. 
Christman, 0. P. Clark, Richard Clipson, 
J. W. Plasten, Ora Green, 'IV. T. Cunning- 
ham. G. Maier, T.  F. Christnlan and Charles 

Overdrafts ................. IIj.00 
Ronds and securities ......... I j,oOO.W 
Ranking house furnishings. .... 13,668.00 
Due from banks ............. 58,016.00 
Cash and sight exchange. . . . . .  26, 598.00 

$209, js0.00 
LI.ABII.ITIES. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Capital stock. $~oo,ooo.oo 
Undividetl profits. . . . . .  r .  .... 313.00 
Time deposits. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 6,688.00 
Denland deposits . . . . . . . . . . . .  92,579-oo 

A. Feor. The bank was capitalized for one 
hundred thousand dollars. 

This institution was organized Deceml~er 
27. 1902, and took possession of its present 
quarters, January 22. 1903. in the building 
at No. 28 Vermilion street, which was re- 
modeled for this purpose. The institution 
was organized I\-it11 an independent and orig- 
inal idea of banking. malting a specialty of 
of the savings and trust departments ant1 
paying three and a half per cent. interest on 
accounts. I t  is equipped with the latest im- 
proved burglal--proof Corless safe, unique 
in design and style: also equipped - \ ~ i t l ~  
a splendid burglar-proof safety deposit 
vault. containing four hundred private bos- 
es. This is without doubt the only safety de- 

46 

This is a remarkable showing I\-hich ar- 
gues well for the future. The trust depart- 
ment of this institution has been established 
for the purpose of handling estates. etc. 
There is also a burglar proof insurance. 

CH-IRLES SXIDER. 

Charles Snider. whose horticultural in- 
terests are bringing to him a creditable ant1 
gratifying con~petence, is a representative of 
one of the old and honored pioneer families 
of vermilion county. More than sevent!- 
vears ago his father. John Snider, built a 
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log cabin upon the fann where our subject 
now resides. I t  was in that pioneer home 
that Cllarles Snider was born on the 13th 
of December, 1843, his parents being John 
and Mary (Blount) Snider, the former a 
native of Pennsylvania and the latter of AILIS- 
kingtim county, Ohio, her father k i n g  
Cllarles Blount, for whom the to~vnship in 
Vermilion county \\-as named. The father 
of our subject removed from Pennsylvania 
to Ohio with his parents and then emigrated 
to this state, making the trip on horseback 
accompanied by his wife and three small 
children. H e  arrived here in 1824 and es- 
tablished his home in the midst of the forest. 
H e  entered a quarter section of land and 
built the log house which is still standing. 
The country nras then the haunt of the In- 
dians \vho held their meetings and also made 
sugar near the log cabin home of the Snider 
family. The entire district was scarcely fit 
for the habitation of white men, for the land 
was full of sloughs and ponds. There were 
large herds of deer and many kinds of smal- 
ler game ~vhich furnished, the early settlers 
with meat. hlr. Snider lived to rear his 
family and see the country develop from the 
wild region of the frontier into a splendidly 
improved district. His life history, with all 
its pioneer esperiences, if lvritten in (letail 
would fill a volume. and even then the young- 
er generation could not fully realize t1~11at 
hardships and trials were endured by the 
pioneer settlers. To  then1 they owe a debt 
of gratitude that can never be repaid, for 
t11ky laid broad and deep the foundation for 
the present developilleilt and progress of the 
county. John Snider assisted in felling the 
trees, in clearing the land and aided in or- 
ganizing the to~vnship. H e  was born in the 
year I 797 and passed away Kovember 13. 
1849. His wife survived him for several 
years and died in the '70s. Our subject was 

the seventh of their nine children, only four 
of whom are now living : Mrs. Isaac Nor- 
man, a widow who resides in Livingston 
county, Illinois; John B., of Blount town- 
ship; Charles, of this review : and Mrs. 
James I-I. Gilland, a resident of Kansas. The 
deceased are Asa, Ellen. Hannah, Samuel 
and llTesley. Sanluel died during the u a r  
of the Rebellion. 

Charles Snider pursued his education ill 
a subscription school held in a log building, 
supplied with the usual slab benches and 
wit11 greased paper windows. H e  assisted 
in clearing the home farm, performing the 
arduous labors of field and meadows through 
the summer months, while in the winter 
season he pursued his studies. He continued 
to work on the home farm until after the 
Civil war began. H e  was only about eigh- 
teen years of age when on the 10th of Au- 
gust, 1862, he offered his services to the 
government, enlisting as a member of Corn- 
pany D, Thirty-fifth Illinois Infantry, under 
the comn~and of Captain JVilliam Timmons 
and Colonel Iliilliani P. Chandler. Thc 
regirnent was sent to St. Louis and then to 
Kentucky, and he participated in the battles 
of Stone Ri\-er, Chicka~~lauga, lllissiotl 
Ridge and Peach Tree Creek. -At the l a s ~  
llained he was wounded, losing his left index 
finger. H e  also participated in a large num- 
ber of sl<irmishes and served for three years. 
The regiment then returned to Springfield; 
Illinois, \)-\-here he was honorably dischargetl 
and mustered out on the 20th of June, 1865. 
In the meantin~e he had participatetl in the 
grand revie~i-. at l~7asl~ington.  D. C.. the 
most celebrated military pageant ever seen 
on the western hemisphere. 

At  the close of the war Mr. Snider re- 
sumed farm work and stockraising. and in 
order to have a home of his own he xvas mar- 
ried on tlle z3d of October, 1865. the lady 
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of his choice being Miss Margaret -\llhands. 
\\-I10 \\-as born in Catlin to\\-nship. June 27. 
1845. and is a daugl~ter of Albert and Mar- 
tha (IVillheight) Lil l l~a~lds,  n-110 \\-ere na- 
tives of Illinois. but both are no\\- deceased. 
r ~ ~ t o  Mr. and Mrs. Snider \\-ere born nine 
chlidren : George I\-.. \vho has tlepartecl 
this life; Kellie. n-ho became the wife of 
Charles Bailey and died leal-ing three chil- 
dren : James, lvho is living on the home iarnl 
ant1 rnarriecl Emma Hillear-. by \\-horn he 
had three children. Goldie. Otis and Glenn : 
John. deceased ; Ollie. n-110 becalne the wife 
of George Reeder and died leaving a claugh- 
ter. Daisy; IYilliam, Charlie. Julia and Dan- 
iel all of \v11om have passed away. The 
third child. James, is the only surviving one 
of the nine children, ancl he rents his father's 
fnrm. -All, lio~vei-er. reachetl adult age \\-it11 
the escel>tion of the t\\-o )-oungest. Mrs. 
Snitler departed this life 1\1arch I I .  1894. 
She \\-as a devoted and loving n-ife anel 
mother and a 111ost estitnable lady. 

Mr. Snider continued farming on the olci 
homesteacl, but is no\\- pi-actically living re- 
tired. H e  helpetl to clear about one hun- 
clrecl acres of lantl here and has \vitnessetl 
many changes in the count\-, in the lllodes of  
life ancl the methods of fanning. His firct 
plo\\- \\-as a single shovel. ant1 a sing-le line 
harness lvas used. H e  planted corn by hantl 
was often assisted in this \yaJ.. ancl he cut 
tlie grain \vith a cratlle. The first trading 
point of the famil>- \\-as Chicago. and later 
the!- tratlecl at Perrys\-ille. Indiana. our sub- 
iect Izauling his grain to that place. There 
\\-ere few lusuries enjoyed by the earl!- set- 
tlers, and so~lleti~lles they \\-ere denied the 
cotllforts of life. but as the years passed ant1 
the country becante more thick1)- settled such 
colnforts \\-ere more easily obtained and the 
hardships of the frontier \\-ere done alyag 
11-ith. 3lr. Snider never had a tailor-made 

suit of clothes until after he was g-ron-n. the 
family d o i ~ ~ g  all the spinning and 11-ea\-ing, 
after ~vhich the clothes \\-ere made by tile 
mothers and daughters. The shoes were al- 
so made at home by a t ra~eling shoemaker 
and each member of the famil\- had but one 
pair a year. Johnnj-cake was one of the prin- 
cipal articles of diet, and was made by plat- 
ing it upon a smooth board u-l-hich \\-as then 
set before the fire to bake. Other articles 
of food \\-ere cooked in the pots and kettles 
\vhich hung from the crane over the fire- 
place. The first cookstol-e 0x1-ned by the 
farnily was called a step-stove, the legs being 
eighteen inches high. Mr. Snider has also 
helped to dip candles before the time \\-hen 
candle molds came into use. H e  can also 
remember hou- punk was picked from the 
timber atld holy flint and to\\- were used in 
striking a fire. -As the years have passed all 
of these pioneer conditions have given way 
before the ad\-ancement of cil-ilization. and 
Mr. Snider has kept abreast with the prog- 
ress of the times. He to-day on-ns forty- 
three and one-half acres of valuable land on 
n-hicl~ he is making- a specialty of the raising 
of fruit. including peaches. apples ancl plums. 
EIe is practically retired from farm life, but 
yet li\-es upon the old home place  here he 
\I-as born. He has served as road super- 
visor for two terms and as school director 
for about three terms, and he belongs to the 
3Iotler11 \\-ootlmen Canlp at Snider. I le  is 
just]!- regar(lec1 as one of the substantial citi- 
zens of his to\v~~shil) and \\-ell deserves honor- 
able ant1 pronlinent mention in the history of 
the Past zultl I'resent of 1-errnilion County. - 

- \SDRE\lr  J. SIBREL. 

;Indrew 1. Sibrel. one of the practical and 
thrifty farmers of Vermilion county. own- 
ing three valuable tracts of land. all in Butler 
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township, now makes his home on section 
15, near the village of Rankin. In  Feb-ry. 
1867, he arrived in Illinois and has since 
been a resident of this county. H e  was born 
in Brown county, Ohio, August 4, 1840. 
His father, Frederick Sibrel, was born in 
Pickaway county, Ohio, in 1791 and was a 
son of Nicholas Sibrel, who became one of 
the early settlers of that county. The grand- 
father of our subject was a soldier of .the 
Revolutionary war, valiantly aiding in the 
struggle for American independence. Fred- 
erick Sibrel was reared in his native county 
and was there maria1 to Miss Anna Pence 
a native of Adams county, Ohio. Through- 
out his active business life he carried on 
agricultural pursuits, save when he respond- 
ed to his country's call for aid, having 
been a soldier of the war of 1812 and again 
in the wars with the Creek Indians. He 
resided for many years in Brown and Adams 
counties, Ohio, but in later life he became a 
resident of Illinois, settling here in 1873. 
He spent his last years among his children, 
dying in Vermilion county in 1881, at  the 
ripe old age of nearly ninety years. His wife 
had passed away in Ohio in 1871. In their 
family were three children, all of .ivhom are 
living, the subject of this review being the 
youngest. The father was twice married 
and by I~is  first union he had seven children, 
but only one of that family survive. 

In the state of his nativity A. J. Sibrel 
spent the days of his boyhood and youth. 
assisting in the work of the home farm. To  
some extent he attended the conlmon scl~ools 
but his education has largely been acquired 
through reading. observation and experience. 
He  w-as married in Adams comity, O11io. 
October 31, 1861. to Miss Elizabeth Pence, 
a native of that county. reared and educated 
there. Her father, Benjamin Pence. was 
also born in Ohio, and his wife bore the 

maiden name of Drucilla Brady. She was a 
relative of Captain Brady, the noted Indian 
fighter. 

In 1862 Mr. Sibrel left his young wife 
and went to the field of battle, joining the 
Seventieth Ohio Infantry as a member of 
Company K. 'The regiment was attached to 
the axmy of the Tennessee and the first battle 
in which he participated was a t  Shiloh. He 
was also in the engagement at Corinth and 
in the Vicksburg campaign, including the 
siege and capture of the city. Later he was 
in the second battle of Jackson, Mississippi, 
where he narrowly escaped death. X six 
pound shot pierced his clothing and carried 
away the picture of his wife and child from 
the pocket of his blouse, but he was not 
wounded. Later he returned to Vicksburg 
and afterward went to Memphis and was ill 
the battle of Chattanooga. From there the 
command was ordered to Knoxville to re- 
lieve Burnsides and later took part in the 
Atlanta campaign, including the battle of 
Resaca and other important engagements, 
ending with the cap t~~ re  of the city of 
iltlanta. IVith Sherman's celebrated army 
Mr. Sibrel marched to the sea and his di- 
vision under General Hazen charged upon 
and captured Fort McAllister. -After the 
capture of these places Mr. Sibrel's company 
presented him ~vi th  a fine sword, which he 
still retains and prizes very highly. He 
aided in the capture of Savanna11 and sub- 
sequently marclled through Riclmlond and 
on to Washington. where he participated in 
the grand review at the close of the war. 
The regiment was then ordered to Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, and from there to Little 
Rock. Xrkansas. \\-\-here after doing guard 
duty for a 12-hile Mr. Sibrel was nlustered 
out on the 4th of -lugust, 186 j .  Returning 
home he was honorably discharged at Camp 
De?lnison. ,4u,oust 26, 1865. He joinecl the 
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army as a private, was promoted to the rank 
of first sergeant and later to that of first 
iieutenant, serving in that capacity until the 
close of the war. He \\-as a member of the 
army for three years and eight months and 
was ever f o ~ ~ n d  at  his post of duty. H e  
spent no time in the hospital and during his 
furlough he x-eteranized. for he had resolvet1 
to see the close of the war and the final tri- 
umph of the union arms. 

IVhen this splendid result \\-as accom- 
plished Mr. Sibrel returned to his Ohio 
home. where he engaged in farming for a 
year and early in the spring of 1567 he came 
to Illinois, settling in Vermilion county. For 
a time he leased a tract of land, which he 
broke and fenced, opening up a good farm. 
Later he purchased a part of that place and 
also adclecl other lands. until he had a far111 
of one hundred and sixty acres. upon ~vhich 
he made excellent iilnprol-ements. Subse- 
cluently he sold a part of that ancl ~nade other 
~xirchases ancl to-day he owns one hundred 
and twenty acres of the oltl home place, a 
seconcl farm of eighty acres ant1 the farin of 
forty acres upon which he resides, and all 
of this land is under a high state of culti- 
vation and well improved with substantial 
buildings. H e  con~inenced life in Illi~lois a 
poor man. but he has lvorked earnestly ancl 
long and his labors have been the nleans of 
bringing to him splendid success. His 
property interests are now x-aluable and re- 
turn to him a good income and he is ac- 
counted one of the substantial agriculturists 
of Butler township. 

The home of Mr. ant1 >ITS. Sibrel has 
been blessed lvith sis children: Minnie L.. 
no~i- the ~vife of Jacob Corbin of Oklahoma : 
Arthur F.. who is married and folloxi-s 
fanning on his father's land: -Andrew J.. 
who is married and operates the old home 
place : Charles E., i\-l~o is nlarrietl and lives 

in Oklahoma; Etha I., u-ho is the wife of 
Granville Martin, of Oklahoma: and Oscar 
IV., u-ho is married and resides with his 
parents. They also lost several children: 
Celia E., who died in Ohio at the age of four 
years : Sherman, n-110 died at  the age of two 
years: one that died in infancy; Cora, who 
died at the age of nineteen years : and Hallie 
Daisy. \vho died at the age of seventeen 
years. 

l f r .  Sihrel cast his first presidential vote 
for General George B. 3lcClellan. while in 
the army in 1564 and has aln-ays been a 
stallvart Jackson Democrat. voting for eac!l 
presidential nornillee of the party. - i t  local 
elections. hou-ever. he is independent, cast- 
ing his ballot for the men and measures that 
he believes will best promote the general 
good. He  was elected and sen-ed for six 
years 3s cornnlissioner of highlvaps, for three 
years as to\vnship collector, and for four 
;ears he xvas postmaster of Rankin under 
President Cleveland's second administration. 
He has served altogether for nine years as 
a meinkr of the county board of super\-isors. 
acting in that capacity cduring the last period 
for sis  consecutive years. He  has frequently 
lxen a delegate to counti\-. congressional and 
state conventions of his party and he has 
alv:aj s been found a capable officer. prompt 
and loyal in the dispatch of his duties. Both 
he and his wife are menlbers of the Free 
llethodist church at Sugar Grove. He is 
serving as one of its officers and has been a 
lay delegate to six or more of the anllual 
conventions of the church and \\-as sent to 
Chicage as a delegate during the con\-ention 
fro111 October 12 to 26. 1898. 11r. Sibrel 
has long 11-itnessed the growth and progress 
of the county and at all tinles has been deeply 
interested in n-hat it has accomplisl~etl along 
lines of impro~-ement. The qualities which 
made him a good soldier ha\-e also made him 
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a good citizen and he is justly accounted one 
of the representative men of Butler town- 
ship. 

A 

. . 

JOHN J. CAMPBELL. 

John J. Campbell, a prominent and well 
known farmer and stock-raiser of Verrnilior~ 
county, was born March I ,  18 54, in Newell 
township and spent his boyhood days upon 
his father's farm. He  is a son of Corydon 
H. Campbell, who was born in Seneca coun- 
ty, hTew y ~ r k ,  December 19, 1835. The 
paternal grandparents of our subject were 
John and Elmira ( Hewett ) Campbell. 
Corydon Campbell in early life largely lived 
in the west where he was engaged in driving 
stock, and in 1840 he went to Missot~ri 
where he remained for seven years. In the 
meantime he bought and drove hogs to the 
Cherokee Nation of the Indian Territory and 
returned with cattle to Milwaukee, LVis- 
cousin, taking herds through from the 
Nation to Mil\\-aukee. For many years 
he devoted his attention largely to 
the breeding of blooded stock and he 
was regarded as one of the best judges of 
stock in his portion of the country, while his 
reputation as a breeder extended over hun- 
dreds of miles. He was particularly well 
known to  the farming and stock-raising class 
and his business interests became extensive. 
A man of literary tastes he always read ex- 
tensively and was well posted on general sub- 
jects as well as upon matters relating to his 
particular line of business. H e  had a great 
liking for and was a breeder of fine grades 
of shorthorn cattle and owned excellent 
herds of this stock during his pioneer resi- 
dence in Vermilion county. While con- 
trolling and carrying on an extensive busi- 
ness he also found time and opportunity to 

devote to the general good and was identi- 
fied with the upbuilding of schools and 
churches here, in fact was ever ready to 
further any movement calculated to promote 
the general welfare. Corydon Campbell has 
been three times married. He first 1%-edcled 
Julia X. Howard, on the I ~ t h  of November. 
1849, and on the 1st of Aug-ust, 1850, he 
was called upon to mourn the loss of his 
wife. 011 the aad of November, 1852, he 
tvedded Mary -2. Brittingham, who died 
March 13, 1869, and on the 1st of January. 
1870, he wedded Sarah E. Currant. In his 
declining years Corydon Campbell has lived 
a retired life. There is probadly no man in 
Vermilion county more widely knou-n. for 
from pioneer times to the present he has 
taken an active and helpful interest in every- 
thing pertaining to its developtnent and prog- 
ress. Many men have called upon hill1 for 
counsel and his advice has been freely given. 
H e  has been a faithful and helpful neighbor 
and citizen and t lx  qlalities of his manhood 
have been such as to commend hiill to the 
confidence and regard of all with whom he 
has been associated. His life history, i f  
written in detail, ~vould make a most reacl- 
able chapter not free f roil1 exciting incidents 
for during his residence in the sotlthwest he 
had many esperiences beyond the ordinary 
ones. 

John J. Campbell is the eldest of three 
sons, the others being Joseph B. and Ben- 
jamin. Having acquired a common school 
education, at  the age of nineteen he entered 
college at  Cra~vfordsville. Indiana. u-here he 
spent one year. He  then engaged in farm- 
ing on his own account for sixteen years, 
after which he removed to Dailville and- be- 
came connected with the grocery trade, in 
<x-hich he was very successful. For four 
years he conducted this business, after wl-hich 
he returned to his farm in Newel1 ton-nship, 
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residing for some time in his attractive home 
there, a well appointed brick residence in 
which he was surrounded with all the com- 
forts of life. His  farm consisted of four 
hundred and ninety-three acres of the best 
improved land in Vermilion county and on 
it are substantial and coinmodious buildings. 
Like his father Mr. Campbell is an excellent 
judge of stock and is XI-ell read on the 
subject. His opinions regarding stock are 
seldom if ever a t  fault and he has been 
extensively interested in dealing in shorthorn 
cattle of the Rates and Pomoto breeds. H e  
is also very fond of fine horses and has some 
excellent specimens of the Cleveland Bays. 
In partnership with his brothers he conducts 
a large meat business in Danville, the only 
packing house. They are carrying on an es- 
tensive ~vl-~olesale trade on IYest North street. 
Our subject is also interested in other enter- 
prises in Danville, o\vning a fourth interest 
in the Danville Democrat. which is one of 
the popular and largest circulated news- 
papers of the county. 

Mr. Canlpbell was united in marriage to 
Catherine Gemand, \vho lvas born October 
17, IS j6, a daughter of John H. and Lena 
(Homan) Gernand, both of whom were 
natives of Pennsylvania. and became pioneer 
settlers of Vermilion county, a t  which time 
they took up their abode on a farm a mile 
north of Danville, n h a e  the father is still 
living. The mother passed away October 16, 
1863. Mrs. Carnpbell \vas educated in Dan- 
ville and there reared to  womanhood. She 
is the eldest in a family of three children and 
has become the mothec of four children: 
Charles G., 11-ho married Miss Kellie Dale, 
a daughter of John IV. Dale. of Danl-ille; 
Stella E.. the wife of J. E. Dick. of Craw- 
fordsville, Indiana; and Sellie -1. and Settie 
at home. 

Mr. Campbell is a member of the 

fraternity and in his political views 
is a Democrat. He is pre-eminently a man 
of affairs and his life is typical of the pro- 
~ e s s i v e  and growing spirit of the \\-st. 
From his hoyhood dolvn to the present he 
has been active in business affairs. making 
the most of his opportunities, utilizing ever\- 
advantage and thus progressing on the road 
to I\-ea!th and afiluence. 

The field of political and military life is 
limited. Its honors can be \\-on by feu-. but 
the opportunities of business are limitless 
and the man of strong purpose and laudable 
ambition whose b~~siness methods are honor- 
able and principles are correct call steadily 
advance until he finds himself among the 
leading representatives of trade interests in 
the community in ~\-hich he makes his home. 
Such has been the course o i  ,Addison E. 
Coddington. He was born in Jeffersonville. 
Indiana. ,Auglst I j. ISjS, and comes of one 
of the early -American families that \\-as 
founded in the new \\-orld in colonial clays. 
The ancestry can be traced back to 11-illiam 
Coddington. ~ v h o  was governor of Rhode 
Island. and the descendants of his family are 
no!\- very numerous. 

Robert C~ddin~gton, the father of our 
subject. was born in Bath. Steuben county. 
Ken- York. _August 13. 1824. and a t  an early 
day \vent to Cleveland, Ohio. with his par- 
ents, who died in that city. -4t the age of 
fifteen he began earning his own livelihood 
and although his educational privileges were 
somen-hat meager and his financial advan- 
tages were naught. he possessed ambitioll 
and industry and upon that foundation he 
builded his success. For a few years he mas 
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mployecl in packing houses, living first in 
Cincinnati and afterward in St. Louis. In 
1860 he became a representative of the retail 
grocew husii~ess, in which he continued un- 
til 18ti8, when he became a wholesale 
grocer and in 1875 established the first 
~vholesale grocery house in Danville. As the 
years advanced he built up an extensive busi- 
ness which not only proved of value to him- 
self, but greatly added to the progress and 
commercial prgsperity of this city. The 
enterprise \vas conducted under the firm 
name of R. Coddington & Company until 
1889, when, on account of failing heaith, 
Mr. Coddington went to the tvest, locating 
in Kearney. Nebraska, while his partners, 
Peytcr, & Palmer, succeeded in the business. 
Mr. Coddington, however, continued in the 
cod hole sale grocery trade in Kearney until his 
death in -4pri1, 1900. In early manhood 
Robert Coddington had married Miss Eliza 
Northan, a native of Jeffersonville, Indiana, 
and they became the parents of five children : 
Addison E. ; Mrs. E. A. Barnett, of Chicago, 
Illinois ; Robert, who married Ida Curnmings 
and lives with his mother; Mrs. Hollings- 
worth, ~ ~ h o  is also with her mother; and 
Emma, who died at the age of seven years. 
Robert Coddington tvas a man of marked 
business ability and great personal worth. 
Along the lines of consecutive endeavor he 
won prosperity and his name was ever a 
synonym for straightforward dealing in all 
business transactions. 

Addison E. Coddington obtained a com- 
mon school education in Jeffersonville, Indi- 
ana, and completed the high-school course 
there. When he put aside his text books he 
entered his father's wholesale grocery house 
and has since been identified with this line 
of commercial activity. He was with his 
father in Kearney but on account of failing 
health returned to Danville and with his 

kno\vledge of the business he entered the 
present firm and now rnanages the extensive 
trade of the Danville Wholesale Grocery 
Company, of which he is the president. This 
firm is represented by four traveling sales- 
men upon the road 2nd two men 1%-ho look 
after the city trade. The building occupied 
by the company is located on the south side 
of the Lliabash & Cairo division of the Big 
Four Rai!road tracks and on the west is a 
side track from tk;e Chicago & Eastern Illi- 
nois Railroad so that excellent shipping 
facilities are afforded. There is also a 
frontage of one hundred and ninety-nine 
feet on North street. Tlte favorable lo- 
cation oi the house saves the company a 
large amount of clrayage and the contents 
of a dozen cars can be handled in a few 
honrs. The building is a modem structure, 
equipped throughout with every conven- 
ience for facilitating the work. The busi- 
ness has reached extensive and profitable 
proportions and the practica1 experience of 
Mr. Coddington and his marked business 
enterprise have been the controlling factors 
in the success of the house. 

On the 17th of November, 1885, oc- 
curred the marriage of Addison E. Codding- 
ton and Miss Fannie Bran-n, of Crawfords- 
ville, Indiana, a daughter of one of the 
prominent families of that place. Her 
father. John S. Bro~vn, engaged in pork 
packing at an early day and later devoted 
his energies to general merchandising, in 
which he continued until 1880, since tvhich 
time he has lived retired. He married Miss 
Anna Blair. also of Indiana and they be- 
came the parents of two children, but the 
son is deceased. Mrs. Coddington, who was 
the younger, was born November 6, 1859, 
and obtained her education in the home 
schools of Crawfordsville, Indiana. She is 
now the motlier of four children: Helen 
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Blair, who is now a student in the Danville 
high school; Addison, Clara Brown and 
Mary Vance, all yet under the parental 
roof. 

A prominent Mason, Mr. Coddingtor. 
has attained the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish rite, belonging to Oriental Consis- 
tory and he is also a member of the Mystic 
Shrine. H e  votes the Republican ticket and 
ivith his family attends the sen-ices of the 
Episcopalian church. Success is an innate 
attribute in the individual and no matter 
in ho\\- nmcli fantastic tlzeorizing one may 
indulge regarding success, the fact stated 
alirays stands unrluestioned. It  is true that 
Mr. Coddington entered upon a business in 
early life that was already established, but 
an understanding of business principles, a 
power of capable management and of keen 
discernment cannot he inherited. . These 
tnust be cleveloped through e~perience and 
labor and the effort ~vhich he put forth 
mastered business principles and to control 
capably the interests n-hich he had charge 
resulted in making him one of the foremost 
representatives of trade circles now living 
in Danville. His \\-orth in comnl~ercial life 
is \videly ackno\\-ledged ant1 the nleans 

sLlccess are which h e  employed in securin, 
such as may profitably be follo\ved by all 
\vho desire advancement it1 commercini 
lines. 

DANIEL BROWN. 

_-Ilnong the men xi-\-hose labor long con- 
t i n ~ ~ e d  and well applied has brought to them 
a competence sufficient to enable them to 
now rest from iurther toil is numbered 
Daniel Rro\\nl. of Hoopeston. He 11-as born 
in IVestmoreland county. Pennsylvania. in 
1837. His father, George Eroxvn. \\-as like- 

wise a native of that state and xi-as of Irish 
descent. His birth occurred here in 1795 
and he passed away in 1866. His wife, who 
bore the maiden name of Rachel Karr, was 
born in Pennsylvania in 1790 and she, too. 
was of Irish lineage. In the family of this 
worthy couple were originaIly eleven chil- 
dren. of whom our subject is the youngest. 
He  now has but one surviring brother, 

'George TV. Rron-n. a resident of Indianap- 
olis. and the sisters have all passed away. 

Daniel Bran-n \\-as quite young \.;hen 
he accompanied his parents on their remov- 
a1 from Pennsylvania to Clark county, 
Ohio. The father foilon-ed farming near 
Springfield and our subject provided for his 
o\\-n support during a part of his residence 
in that locality by chopping wood for 
twenty-fire cents per cord. 11-hen he \as 
nineteen years of age the family removed to 
RlcLean county, Illinois, arriving in _April. 
1856. Tn-o years later Daniel Broivn left 
home and made preparations for having a 
home of his o\vn by his marriage to Sarah 
E. Tucker. whose people were Virginians. 
Her grandfather. Stephen Tucker. was a 
slaveholder of the Old Dominion, but in the 
'30s he freed his slaves and removed to  
Ohio. Some of the freedmen, Izo\ve~-er, 
accompanied him and reilained with him in 
the free state. The family \\-as a very 
prominent one in Virginia. The father was 
a stage driver in Ohio at an earl- day and 
later he came to IIlinois, but after a fen- 
years he returned to Ohio \\-here he died. 
His first wife passed away  hen Mrs. 
Broxvn was but two years of age. She \\-as 
born in Zanesvil!e, Ohio. in 1538. Her pa- 
rents had but two children and the sister of 
Mrs. R r o ~ \ n  is no\\- deceased. -After the 
death of his first wife her father married 
Miss Sarxh Evert. 

-At the time of his marriage 31r. Brown 
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had but six clollars in money, and yet 
through the forty years of his married life- 
he has never purclmed a single article on 
credit. In  the year 1870 he came t o  Ver- 
milion county, before a railroad was built, 
and later he assisted in ,grading the Muncie 
& Blooming-ton road, now the Lake Erie 
& Western Railroad. In  1570 he purchasecl 
land near East Lynn for thirteen dollars 
per acre. It was covered with wild prairie 
grass and the unbroken prairie extended 
from his place to Hoopeston. H e  bccame 
the otmer of eighty acres which he im- 
proved, developing a good farm four miles 
west of Hoopeston, and there he now has 
one hundred and sixty acres of valuable 
land. Removing to East Lynn he tvas en- 
gaged in the grain and stock business for 
twelve years, meeting with excellent suc- 
cess in his undertakings. H e  then ~vorketl 
at  the carpenter's trade and was engaged i11 

the construction of bridges throughout this 
p'art of the county. In the fall of 1894 
he removed to Hoopeston. purchasing prop- 
erty on East Main street a t  the corner of 
Third street. Here he has done some carpen- 
try work, but largely looks after his f a m -  
ing interests, his farm being rented and re- 
'turning to him a fair income. 

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Brown 
was celebrated in Blootnington, Illinois, in 
1858, and has been blessed with two daugh- 
ters, Martha J .  and Maggie. Both were 
well educated and successfully engaged in 
teaching prior to their marriage. The 
former is now the wife of Nicholas Dold, - a tailor of Indianapolis, Indiana, and the 
latter is the wife of E. R. Cole. who is 
deputy clerk of the courts at Crown Point, 
Indiana. 

For about thirty-five years Mr. Brown 
has been a member of the Baptist church 
and through a long period served as deacon 

of the cllurch at  East Lynn. In politics 
he is a staltvart Prohibitionist, and he has 
served as z5sessor, collector and highway 
commissioner in Fountain Creek township. 
Iroquois county. His life has been an 
honorable and upright one and in his his- 
tory there are no chapters \vhicl~ he wishes 
to  disguise. On account of his health he 
spent the winters of 1901-oz in Florida. He  
is now living retired in Hoopeston, where 
he and his wife occupy a very pleasant 
home in the midst of a large circle of 
friends. 

A - ~* 7 

\ITII,LIAM NI. McMILLIN. 

Willian~ M. hlcMillin is a farmer ant1 
w 

is a respected citizen of Blount ton-nshil), 
where he has lived from early pioneer 
times, \vatching n-it11 interest the progress 
and development of the county as it has 
merged from frontier conditions to take its 
place among the leading counties of this 
grezt commonwealth. Mr. McMillin was 
born in Frank!in county, Ohio. October 27, 
1822, his parents being William and Eliza- 
beth McMillin. They came to the \vest 
when our subject was twelve years of age. 
traveling overland in a cov&ed wagon am1 
arriving in 183 I. Few roads had been made 
and the country was new and unbroken. 
The forests tjTex-e still the haunt of deer 
ancI prairie wolves and there were many 
wild turkeys and prairie chick&s. The 
father entered land in Vermilion cot~nty, 
securing one hundred and sixty acres on 
section 30, Rlotlnt township. H e  then be- 
gan working and in course of time trans- 
formed the fields into productive tracts of 
land. Mr. McMillin of this review when 
I~ut a boy ran barefooted over the prairies 
both in summer and winter. He  assisted 
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in the arduous task of developing a new 
farm and shared with the family in all the 
hardships of life on the frontier. There 
were six children but only two are now 
living, the ybunger brother of our subject 
being 2. L. MclIillin, a retired farmer. 
The father made the first plow used here, 
it having a ~vooden mold board. His nest 
one had a single shovel, and the ,p in  was 
cut with a sickle until the cradle came into 
use. Such xi-ere the crude farming imple- 
ments with which the pioneers reclaimed 
the land and made it protluctive. Our sub- 
ject many times assisted his mother in dip- 
ping candles, and flax furnished the gar- 
ments for summer wear, while the sheep 
furnished the wool that was spun for the 
-\vintg clothing. William McMillin in 
those early days ha~tlecl grain and apples 
to Chicago, camping cut at night by the 
way side. The present nletropolitan city, 
now the second in size in the Union, was 
then but a village and Danville was a little 
hamlet, containing only a few b~tildings. 
The father furnished the timber that was 
used in constructing the first courthouse. 
He  owned an old sawmill and gristmill in 
addition to his farm, operating these as well 
as cultivating the fields. 

William McMillin attended school in an 
old log building, furnished with slab 
benches, and an immense fire place occu- 
pied one ent.ire end of the building. The 
first house in whiclt he lived mas a log 
cabin. The first frame house which his 
father built stands on the east side of the 
bridge on the road leading to our subject's 
home and the old original roof is still there. 
The father was among the prominent and 
influential residents Q£ Vermilion county at 
an early day and our s~~h j ec t  assisted in the 
work of cultivating and improving the 
fields. while in the winter months he at- 

tended school. In  his tweritieth year he 
started out in life for himself. 

H e  has been three times married. his 
present wife having borne the maiden name 
of Nancy Snyder. His first wife \\as 
Catherine Su-imford and his second wife 
bore the maiden name of Nancy Martin. 
By that marriage there were three children : 
James : Xora, now the wife of Johnson 
Knight; and Kancy, the wife of Orin 
Knight. 

Throughout the greater part of his busi- 
ness career Mr. llcllillin has carried on 
general a,sricultural pursuits and stock- 
raising but he has now deeded his land to 
his wife and children and he is largely living 
retired. H e  served as school director for 
a number of years and in his early life he 
gave his political sttpport to the Whig 
party, while at  the present time he votes 
with the Republican party. The farm up- 
on xvhich he is now living was purchased 
by his father for three dollars per acre. I t  
is a valuable tract of land and is splendidly 
cultivated, k i n g  equipped with all modern 
accessories. Mr. BfclIillin had four hun- 
dred acres and his agricultural possessions 
were not only extensive but valuable. Both 
he and his wife hold men~berslliip in the 
Christian church and are people of sterling 
worth, ever loyal to the truth and to the 
right. 

A 

-6 - 

Prominent among the energetic. enter- 
prising and successful business nlen of Dan- 
ville is Edward McCusker, member of the 
well known firm of Icing &T lfcCuskler. 
\\-holesale dealers in fruit. produce and 
fancy groceries. Mr. McCnsker was born 
in Pa\vtucket, Rhode Island, on the 29th 
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of January, 1855. His father and mother 
were born in Ireland and came to this 
country in childhood. "This m o t e  con- 
nection with Ireland," says Mr. McCusker, 
"dates about half way back to the time of 
the l,fayflo\~er, and almost deprives me of 
any right to claim to be 'Irish,' though the 
Irish aggressive character is a thing which 
any man may rightf~~lly be proud of pos- 
sessing." When our subject was a small 
boy the f m d y  removed to Williamsport, 
Indiana, where his father engaged in dray- 
ing for some time, and "Ed," as he is 
familiarly called, was one of the draymen, 
o r  rather a drayboy. 

Edward hfcCusker acquired a good 
practical education in the schools of Will- 
iamsport, suppliemented largely by night 
sttidy and reading later on in life. Starting 
out in life for himself at the age of eighteen 
years, he came to Danville, Illinois, and 
entered the employ of Charles Moran as a 
clerk in the 'grocery store at No. 140 East 
-Main street. remaining with him until the 
spring of 1881, when in partnership with 
34. E. King, he bought out his employer. 
each putting in one thousand dollars. Of this 
sum Mr. McCusker had to borrow the most 
part, but within a year the success of the 
firm enabled him to pay back the loan. 
The firm of Icing I(r McCusker changed the 
business from a grocery to a wholesale 
produce and commission house n-ithin the 
first year. Fut during the first ten years of 
its existence the fir111 carried on a retail as 
~vell as a ivholesale business, and for the 
past decade have given their attention 
wholly to the wl~olesale trade, and their 
business now is second to few houses of 
the kind in the state. 

In  1886 Mr. Cusker was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Ellen hfaher, of Toledo, 
Ohio, and to them have been born five 

children as follows: Leo, Robert, Helen, 
Paul and Herbert. 

Politically Mr. McCusker is now a 
Democrat, though up to 1892 he supported 
the Republican party and for some years 
he served as secretary of the Republican 
county central con~nlitke, taking a very 
active and influential part in local politics. 
He is popular in social as well as political 
and b~~siness circles, being a prominent 
members of many fraternal societies. Re- 
ligiously he is a member of St. Patrick's 
Catholic church of Danville. Mr. Mc- 
Cusker belongs to that class of men whom 
the world terms self-made. for he came to 
this county empty-handed, and has con- 
quered all the obstacles in the path to suc- 
cess. H e  is to-day the owner of consider- 
able real estate besides his business property, 
having purchased residence properties 
which he improves and then sells or rents, 
thus augmenting his income in no small 
degree. In business affairs he has steadily 
prospered and has not only secured for him- 
self a handsome competence, but by his 
efforts has materially advanced the interests 
of the community with which he is associ- 
ated. He, therefore, ranks among Dan- 
ville's most valued and public spirited 
citizens. 

Many there are who claim that the suc- 
cessful man is he n~ho  is favored by fortune 
or by friel~ds. and to those who thus voice 
harping criticism and lack of appreciation 
be it said that history has again and again 
proven what the poet has expressed, "There 
is a tide in the affairs of men, which, taken 
at  the flood leads on to fortune." Op- 
portunity comes to all and it is the man 
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who recognizes that the present and not the 
future holds his opportunity, that advances 
in the world of industrial or commercial 
activity. At the age of fourteen L. A. 
Chesley started upon his business career 
empty-handed but with resolute purpose 
and strong determination. These qualities 
have been a foundation upon which he has 
builded his success, and Danville honors 
him as one of its native sons. 

H e  was born in this city, March 2 ,  

1863, the son of a distinguished father, 
Robert V. Chesley, who \\-as very promi- 
nent here at an early day and who is r q -  
resented elsewhere in this volume. The son 
attended the pubiic schools until he had 
entered the high school, when he was 
obliged to put aside his text books. His 
father had intended that he should become 
a lawyer, but dteath changed his plans. and 
when left fatherless L. A. Chesley found 
it necessary to provide for his own support. 
H e  was then but fourteen years of age, at 
\vhich time lle entered upon an apprentice- 
ship to his uncle, \JTilliam Reynolds. who 
was engaged in the jewelry business. He  
found after a yeas that his work was too 
confining and he then entered the employ 
of Vlllers Brothers, proprietors of a large 
general store, acting as their bookkeeper. 
Tn-o years later he took charge of the office 
of O\vens & Pislej-, clothiers. with whom 
he remained for three years and a t  the end 
of that time lle becanle manager of the 
white goods department, for the firm of 
Carson, Pirie. Scott & Compan~-. of Chi- 
cago, Illinois. He remained wit11 that llouse 
for a Tear and a half and then returning to 
Dant-ille he entered the employ of the 
Stewart Fountlr- & 1Iachine Company. 
becoming bookkeeper. -As tiime passed 11e 
acquired a thorough acquaintance with the 
business. and his ability being recognized 

- -- 

by Mr. Stewart, he was more and more 
largely trusted with the control of the 
enterprise until he practically had the en- 
tire management of the extensive plant and 
its operations. Since -then the success of 
the business has been due in no small degree 
to his efforts and to-day he is the secretary 
and treasurer of the company which in 
r8g1 was reorganized and incorporated. 
ilt that time Mr. Chesley became a part 
owner and has since been very active in 
control of the industry which in size and 
importance is second to none in Danville. 
During all the subsequent years the busi- 
ness has had a steady but man-elous growth, 
requiring annually the addition of shop- 
room, men and machinery. Its output has 
reached manimoth proportions and is sent 
to many parts of the 11-orld. Mr. Chesley 
has also made extensive real estate invest- 
ments and has a splendid home and other 
valuable pro1)erty in his native city. 

On January 9, 1884, occurred the mar- 
riage of L. -\. Cliesley and Xiss Helen 
Stewart, a daughter of iViIliam Stewart, 
the founder of the Stewart F o ~ ~ n d r y  8r 
hlacliine Company. 

To  blr. Chesley and 11-ife three children 
haye been born : Frederick Goulding, \Yill- 
iam Stewart and Helen D., all attending 
the Danville high school. 

Politically hlr. Chesley is a Republican 
and fraternally he is connected with the 
Benevolent & Protectil-e Order of Elks ant1 
also with the 3lodern I\-oodnlen of 
_America. He attends the Presbyterian 
church and is deeply interested in every- 
thing pertaining to general progress and 
impro~ement. -A nlan of strong intellect- 
uality, he seems to have inherited much 
of the oratorical power and ability of his 
honored father, who was many times as- 
sociated in the conduct of some of the most 
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notable law cases for Vermilion county. 
Of Mr. Chesley it can truthfully be said 
that he is the architect of his own fortunes. 
His life has been guided and his \17ealth 
acquired by his individual efforts and in- 
dustry. Upright and honorable, his 
f a i th f~~ l  adherence to principle commands 
the respect of all. He is a man of broad 
vieys, is liberal and charitable, and accords 
to all the perfect right of freedom which 
he reserves for himself. H e  has proved 
himself in all life's relations, earnest, up- 
right and honest, a good man and a citizen 
of whom any community might justly be 
proud. - 

THOM-AS J. GEORGE. 

Thomas J. George, who resides on 
section 5. Catlin township, was born it1 
Bath county, Kentucky, October 18, 1837, 
a son of Henry George, who was born in 
Virginia and is of English descent, urhile 
the mother of our subject bore the ~naiden 
name of Ann Sharp ancl was a natix-e of 
Kelltucky. About 1850 they reinoved 
from Kentucky to Indiana and the father 
became a very prominent ancl influential 
citizen there, holding a number of official 
positions, including- tliat of sheriff of Tip- 
toil county. He was likewise assessor and 
collector for a number of years and had 
considerable influence in public affairs in his 
locality. In the family were ten children, 
eight of whom reached years of maturity . 
~+-l~ile seven are now living, namely : Moses, 
of Vermilion county; Thomas J.: JIillarcl: 
Ann, now Mrs. Rinneman of Indianapolis; 
Benjamin Franklin of Indianapolis; Mrs. 
Susan Jackson, of Tipton, Indiana ; Joseph 
Marshall, also of Tipton; Persly, Mary 

Ann, Eli7~beth Dale and Henry, all of 
whom are deceased. 

In the year 1856, when nineteen years 
of age. Thomas J. George walked from 
Tipton county, Indiana, to Vermilion coun- 
ty, Illinois, a distance of one hundred miles, 
which he covered in three days. ,Arriving 
here he found plenty of deer, turkeys ant1 
other wild game and there were also many 
prairie and timber ivolves, which he ~vould 
frequently chase down on horseback. He 
began tvorking by the nlonth and for two 
years was employed at  farming and in a 
salvmill. He was afterward engaged it1 

inakiilg s!ats and posts for a few years. 
As a cotnpanion and helpmate for life's 

journey he chose Rebecca Durham. an 
orphan girl, their marriage occurring De- 
cember 22, 18-58. They began their do- 
mestic life upor, rented land and later Mr. 
George j~urchased forty acres of timber 
land which he cleared but never lived upon 
that propertv. He ac-ltletl, hon-ever, to his 
landed possessio~l from time to time and he 
now owns three hunclred and seventy-two 
acres of \\-ell i~nproved land all situated in 
Catlin to~~rnsl~ip,  his home being on section 
j. In addition to this he has eight acres 
in Blount ton-nsliip. His first home was 
a plank house fifteen feet square, provide(! 
\vith one n-indon- and one door and an out- 
side chimney made of mud and sticks. 111 
that he lived for ten years and there he ant1 
his wife reared their family of four children. 
Later their home was a log cabin situated 
on the site of their present residence. In 
1874 Mr. George built his substantial and 
attractive 11cme and he is no\\- living in 
practical retirement from labor, the active 
11-ork of the farin being performed by 
others. 

In 1891 Mr. George was called upon to 
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mourn the loss of his first wife who diet1 
on the I ~ t h  of May of that T a r ,  at  the age 
of forty-nine years, nine months and nine 
tlays, her 5lrth having occurred September 
2. 1841. She had been to him a most 
faithful companion and helpmate on life's 
journey antl had greatly assisted him in 
acquiring a competence. By tlmt marriage 
there \rere the follo\ving children : Ilillarcl, 
the \I-ife of John 11-hite of 1-errnilion coun- 
ty; Mrs. 31. E. -Amis; Charles. \vho mar- 
ried Elizabeth Hallat of I'ern~ilion coun- 
t ~ - :  Thomas H., \\-I10 married Rachel Sims 
ant1 lives upon the home farlzl; Bertha, the 
xvife of Oscar 11-est of this  count^-: Henry, 
Olive and Dora, all tleceased: and one that 
died in infancy. For his second wife 31r. 
George chose I-irginia Icestler, n-110 was 
then a v-itlo\\-. They had four children of 
\\-horn Grover and Cleveland, twins, anc! 

. Helen are still lil-ing, but Sellie js de- 
ceased. 

I l r .  George served as school trustee for 
nine years nncl as school director for twenty- 
nine Fears. He assisted in erecting the 
schools of this district and also aided in 
building nearly all of the churches in this 
])art oOf the couilty. 1;roln pioneer times hc 
has resitled here and his memorq- goes back 
to the day ~vhen the single shovel plo~v was 
used in the fields and \vhen corn \vas 
plantetl by hand. \vhile grain \\-as cut I\ it11 a 
reap-hook ant1 after\\-art1 \\-it11 a cratlle. MI-- 
George oi~netl the first drop rake in this 
county ant1 the first self-binder in the 
:~eigl~borhood and people \\-ould come five 
miles to see the latter nlaclline operated. 
For his first forty acres of land he paid 
t\vo ant1 one-half tlollars per acre, but farm 
lancl in this section of the state is non- very 
valuable. He raised much stock. including 
horses and cattle, making a specialty of the 
shorthorn ant1 Durham cattle. He 1101~ has 

forty he2-d of horses and cattle and fifty 
head of hogs. His farm is splendidly 
equipped with all tnodern improvements 
and is very rich and productive. -111 that 
he possesses has been acquired through his 
own labors and not only have great changes 
occurred in the county but also in his 
financial condition for he came to this lo- 
cality empty-handed and to-day he is num- 
bered among its prosperous citizens. 

SPESCEK CLISE.  

KO history of \7ennilio~l county 11-ould 
l)e complete ~vithout the record of Spencer 
Cline, \\ 110 for many years assisted materi- 
ally in the improvement and upbuilcling oi  
the county as a representative of its agri- 
cultural interests. He \\-as born in Ken- 
tucky, -1ug-ust 13, 1812. and \\-as of Ger- 
man antl Scotch extraction. His parents. 
John D. C. and Catherine (Shumate) 
Cline. came to this county in 1829. n-hen 
the nork of progress a11d improvement had 
scarcely been kg~111 and often would attentl 
the Intlian tneetings here. The father \\-as 
a potter by trade and frequently made trips 
as far north as 11-isconsin- in order to dis- 
1 x 1 ~  of his \\-ares. He  also tral-eled along 
the Sangarnon river. selling liis goods. 

Spencer Cline acquirecl his education in 
the schools of his natiie state and \\-hen a 
J-ouny man of se\-ellteen accompanied his 
parerlts to 1-ennilion county, where he 
liretl tlntil called to his final rest. E e  as- 
sisted in the arcluous task of developing a 
nen- farm and the harclships and trials in- 
cident to life on the frontier became 
familiar to him through actual esperie~lce. 
He  \\-as married in 1840 and then began 
farming and stock-raising on his own ac- 
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count, living on section 26, Blount tawn- 
ship-the old homestead on which his par- 
ents had lived and died. The house which 
still stands here is now about seventy-two 
years old and in it the w'idotv of our 
subject is yet living and expects to spend 
her remaining life here. After coming to 
Illinois Spencer Cline knew no other home. 
On the 8th of October, 1840, he wedded 
Rachel Shephard, who was of Scotch 
lienage and a datighter of Louis and Celia 
(McCreary) Shephard, both natives of 
Burke county, North Carolina. Mrs. Cline 
was born in the same state, December 24. 
1819, and attended school there. Subse- 
quently her parents removed to Terre 
Haute, Indiana, where she continued her 
eclucation, remaining there until she 
reached womanhood. She was eiglzty- 
three years of age in December, 1902, and 
is one of the honored pioneer ladies, whose 
menlory forms a connecting link between 
the primitive past and the progressive 
present. 

Spencer Cline assisted in clearing the 
old home farm. The land here was entered 
by his father from the go-vernment and not 
a furrow had been turned or an improve- 
ment made upon the place. All of the pio- 
neer conditions of Vermilion county were 
familiar to Mr. and Mrs. Cline. 

Dan\rille'contained but two stores and 
a Baptist church when Mrs. Cline came to 

r .  Vermilion county. l h e  milling was done 
at Covington, Incliana, and the country was 
all covered with timber or stretched away 
as an unbroken prairie for miles. The 
meals were largely cooked in great iron pots 
or kettles which were hung from the crane 
that extended over the fire place. Bread 
and pies \liere baked in a skiIlet \vhich \\-as 
covered over and then coals placed upon it 
The johnny cake, a frequent article of food 

at that time, was baked upon a board placed 
before the fire. Mrs. Cline still has in her 
possession an old timepiece called a spring 
clock, which is more than seventy years 
old. 

Unto our subject and his wife were born 
ten children, seven of whom reached ma- 
ture years, while three are now living: 
David C. ; Lewis, who married Eliza Demoss 
and had five children, their home being in 
Blount township; and Margaret, the wife 
of John P. Stuckey, by whom she had nine 
children, seven of whom are yet living. 

Mr. Cline was called to his final rest 
March 27, 1893, at the age of seventy-nine 
years and five months. He was long a 
consistent member of the Clrisltian church 
and Mrs. Cline has been a menlber of the 
church for about forty years. She is still 
living in the old log-cabin home and has 
twenty acres of ground around her place. 
This is largely planted to blackberries, 
pears, peaches and apples and the sale of 
her fruit brings her a good inconle. In the 
early days she spun and wove her own 
clothing. spinning wheels being usetl ex- 
tensively in the time of her girlhood, but 
as the years passed and cities grew ant1 
brought bvith them the ready made materi- 
als from the factories and looms of the 
east. Her husband, Mr. Cline, was at one 
time a member of a party that walked to 
Chicago to help dig the cellar for the first 
brick house erected in that city. He fre- 
quently illatle trips to Chicago wit11 ox 
teams a11d returnecl with salt and pro- 
~isions. 

David C. Cline, x-110 still lives upon the 
old homestead, where he was born September 
12, 1854, in the log house in \vl~ich his 
grandparents and his father lived and died, 
prirsued his education in the district schools 
and from an early age he assisted in the 
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work of the home farni. He contin~ted to 
attend the schools in the winter months 
until eighteen years of age, after which he 
was alloived the privilege of attending 
throughout the year until he attained his 
majority. Since that time he has given his 
attention excl~tsively to agricultural and 
horticultural pursuits and is now engaged 
in the raising of all kinds of fruit and 
vegetables for the city markets. In this he 
has been quite successful, establishing a 
large trade, and his business has brought 
to him a comfortable income. In politics 
he is independent, voting not for party but 
for men and measures, and for nine years 
he has served his district as school 
director. 

A A - *- 

HENRY S. FRANCE. 

Henry S. I;rance, who owns and op- 
erates a farm of about two hundred acres 
on section 7, Butler toihship, has a rich 
and valuable tract of land pleasantly located 
a mile and three-quarters from Rankin. 
He is numbered ainong the old settlers of 
the state, dating his residence in Illinois 
from 1861, while his home has been in 
Vermilion county since I 573. hIr. France 
is a native of Ohio. his birth having oc- 
curred near Zanesville. 3 1 ~ 1 s k i n ~ m  county. 
on the 25th of No\-ember, 1835. His 
father, Jacob France, u-as a SOXI of John 
France, who u-as of German parentage and 
the family was established in Virginia at 
an early day in colonial history. Jacob 
France was born in the Shenandoah Valley 
of Virginia and was there reared. When 
a young man he went to Ohio and was one 
of the first settlers of Logan county. Later 
he became a resident of Muskingum county, 
where he was married to Phebe Slack, who 

47 

was born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, 
and was reared in PhiIadelphia. Her father, 
John Slack, was one of the first settlers of 
Pennsylvania and owned .land which is 
now a part of the city of Philadelphia. -After 
his marriage Jacob France camed on farm- - 
ing in Muskingun county, Ohio, and there 
reared his family and spent his last days. 

In taking up the personal history of 
Henry S. France we present to our readers 
the life record of one 1%-ho is widely and 
favorably known in Vermilion county. He 
was reared in 3luskingum county, Ohio, 
where he attended the common schools, re- 
maining with his father until he had at- 
tained his 1-najority. In 1861 he started 
west~varcl. thinking that he might have 
better business opportunities in Illinois, 
where settlements were not so thick. -4c- 
cortlingly he located in 3Iarshall county. 
\\-here he was employed as a farm hand by 
the n~o:lth for about a year. He then 
rented a farm 1vhich he cultii-ated for a 
year, after which he \vent \vest to Cali- 
fornia and Sevada, spending some time in 
Tiirginia City, ~vl-here he was engaged in 
searching for the precious metal. When 
about twelve months had passed, however, 
he returned to Ohio spending the winter 
of 1864-5 at his old home in that state. 
In the spring of the latter year he again 
toolc up his abode in Xarshall county. Illi- 
nois, where he rented a farm for three years. 

Mr. Frame also returned to Ohio for 
his bride and \\-as married in Muskingtu~il~ 
county on the 3d of January. 1867, to bliss 
Martha J. Dugan, a native of that state, 
reared and educated there. After their 
marriage the young couple returned to Illi- 
nois, beginning their domestic life upon a 
rented farm in Marshall county. After 
one year, however, they removed to La 
Salle county, where Mr. France again 
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leased a tract of land. Later he purchased 
eighty ae ra  of raw prairie land, not a 
firrow having been turned or an improve- 
ment having been made on the property. 
This he broke and fenced, developing a good 
farm, upon which he lived for five years, 
when he sold that land at  a substantiai ad- 
vance in price. He then came to Vennillion 
county and bought eighty- acres where he 
now resides. 'There had been some improve- 
ments made upon the place and locating 
thereon he took up the work of further de- 
veloping and improving his new property. 
The follon-ing year he purchased an ad- 
joining tract of one hundred and eleven 
acres and he now has a farm of nearly hvo 

. hundred acres. He has since erected a good 
neat residence and has recently completed 
a fine new barn. He has other substantial 
outbuildings upon his place, a g o d  orchard 
and fine shade trees. His splendid orchard 
contains many varieties of fruits and is a 
material source of income to him. He has 
tiled and fenced his place and to-day the 
France farm is one of the -\raluable prop- 
erties of Butler township and the owner is 
numbered among the substantial residents 
of the community. All this is due to his 
enterprise and strong determination, for 
when he came to the west he was a poor 
man with no capital and all that he now en- 
joys is the result of his enterprise and 
earnest labor. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. France has 
been blessed with four children: Marietta, 
the wife of George Sloa11. a substantial 
farmer of Butler township, by whom she 
has two children, Gracie and Bessie; Eliza- 
beth, the wife of John Brenner, who OWES 

a farm in White county. Indiana, but is 
now living in Iroquois county. Illinois. and 
by whom she has two sons, Rav and Floyd; 
Cora, the wife of George Stornler, a resi- 

dent farmer of Butler township, Vermilion 
county, by whom she has two children, 
Earl and Burgess; and Bertha, who is stili 
with her parents. 

Politically a Democrat where national is- 
sues are involved, Mr. France cast his first 
ballot for Stephen A. Douglas in 1860 and 
has since voted for each presidential nomi- 
nee for the party. In local elections, how- 
ever, he is independent and he has nevei- 
been an ofice seeker, preferring to give his 
entire time and attention to his farm and 
his business interests. He is a friend of 
eclucation, believing in good schools, and 
while senring on the school board 11e did 
efiective service in behalf of the advance- 
ment of the educational standard of this 
locality. He and his wife are dei-oted and 
consistent members of the Presbyterian 
church and he belongs to the Independent 
Order of: Odd Fellows of Rankin. For 
forty-one years he has been a resident of 
Illinois and for twenty-sis years of Ver- 
milion county and has been identified with 
the \\-onderful trailsforrnatio~l which has 
occurred here, as the prairies have been 
broken ancl farms fenced. as to-\~-ns have 
been built ancl as the work of improvement 
and cle~elopment has been carried on. 

FR.4NK H. VAN ETTEX 

Prominent in political circles Frank H. 
VanEtten has wielded a wide influence in. 
Dan\-ille and his name is connected with the 
unwritten history which tells of the im- 
provement and development of the city 
through legislation effected by the board of 
aldermen. He was born in Fort Plain, 
Montgomery county, Xew York, August 
24, 1857. His father, Peter H. VanEtten, 
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was a native of Portlandville, New York, 
and wedded Mary Bush, who \\-as also born 
in the Empire state. They \$-ere married at 
Fort Plain and there took up their abode, 
the father engaging in general contracting 
at that place until 1860. when he moved 
to Portlandville, and from there he re- 
mol-ed to Schenevus. Sen- York. H e  then 
became agent for the ,American Express 
Company and resided there until his death. 
which occurred in 1880. His political sup- 
port \\;as given to the Democracy. His 
first wife died in 1865. and in 1869 he 
xi-edded Catherine Seiver, also a native of 
the Empire state and now a resident of 
Troy, New York. By the first marriage 
there were four children, three of ivhom are 
non- living, namely: George, u-ho is' agent 
for the Boston & Maine Railroad Company 
zt Townsend, Massachusetts: Frank H.; 
and Charles, tvho is in business at Bucprus, 
Ohio. Ry the second union there were three 
children : Minnie, 11-110 departed this life 
in >larch. rpo3, in Troy, New 170rk; Isaac. 
\1*11o is connected with the Wireless Tele- 
graph Company. at Sagahotlac, Long 
Island; and Nettie. \1-11o resides 11-it11 her 
brother Isaac. 

In the schools of Portlandville and 
Schenevus. Ken- York, Frank H. VanEtten 
pursued his education and in the year 187.; 
began work in the employ of the Delaware 
& Hudson River Railroacl Company, in the 
capacity of operator at  Cooperstoum Junc- 
tion. H e  remained in the sen-ice of the 
company for four years. He nest became 
connected wit11 the Montreal Telegraph 
Company at Plattsburg. Ken- 1-ork. where 
he resided for three years and then came to 
Decatur, Illinois. \\-it11 the IVabash Raii- 
road Company in the capacity of chief 
clerk in the employ of the master mechanic. 
For one year he filled that position and then 

spent six months in the transportation d e  
partment at that point. In 1884 he \vent 
to Chicago, where he was made train dis- 
patcher for the Chicago & Eastern Illinois 
Railrozd Company. In 1888 the train dis- 
patcher's office was removed to Dan\-ille and 
from 1888 until ~ S g a  he was chief dis- 
patcher and superintendent of telegraph a t  
Danville. Through the six succeeding ?-ears 
he was dispatcher and in I Sgg was re-ap- 
pointed superintelldent of telegraph. a po- 
sition lvhich he has since retained. His 
capability and accuracy in business. system- 
atic methods and dispatch \\-inning for him 
the approval of those 11-hom he represents. 

On the 17th of February 1886, in Chi- 
cago. Mr. VanEtten \\-as united in rnar- 
riage to Miss ,Adah Zillah Chilton. 11-110 was 
born in Senia. Ohio, September 13th 1865, 
a daughter of Thomas and 'Jane -\nne 
Turner Chilton. both of  horn \\.ere 
natives of England. SIr. Clclton was born 
and raised in Durhanl county. England. his 
home was Lady Close. H e  11-edded Jane 
-Anne Turner, of Sunderland. 11-110 was the 
on!y child of Stafford Turner. apothecary, 
and half-sister to Thomas Dison. IY~IO had 
perhaps the n-idest circle of literary acquaint- 
ances of any mail in the north of England, 
among them being Charles Kingsle!-. F. D. 
Maurice. Thomas ~ a r l ~ l e .  M a s  Sluller, 
John Stuart SIill. Joseph Slazini. Henry 
Lord Erougham. Bishop Colenso. \Iralt 
JVhitman. George Long. J. SIuir. \I-. R. 
Scott, \I-. 11. Rossetti. Professor Legros, 
Tom Taylor. Francis P. Cobbe. -4ffrarn 
Black. J. G. \\'ilkinsen. \IT. -A. -4lcott and 
other high1~- distinguished indix-iduals. Mr. 
Dison was one of the most philanthropic. 
liberal minded, genial and best knou-11 of his 
cor~ntry. he took oreat interest in furthering ? 
local art and was conspicuous for the assist- 
ance he'rendered free libraries and museums. 
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Among libraries assisted .was the Chicago 
Free I.ibrary after the fire of 1871. ~ f t e r  
his death his bust was made and placed in the 
,Atheneum in Sunderland, England. Mr. 
and Mrs. Chiltoil were married in Sunder- 
laild, Durham county, in the Sunderland 
Street Episcopal Church in 1847 and 
came to the United States in IS 51, locating 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. They later moved to 
Springfield and then to Xenia, Ohio. There 
they remained until 1871, when they went 
to Chicago, living there until Mr. Chilton's 
death, which occurred in 1898. Mrs. Chilton 
still resides in Chicago and in their family 
were eight children, six of whom are still 
living. Mr. Chilton was a Republican in his 
political affiliations. The home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Van Etten has been blessed with two 
sons : Frank C., born in Chicago, November 
12, 1887; and Theodore C., born in Danville, 
August 23, 1892. Mrs. Van Etten takes 
great interest in music and art and is devoted 
to her church work and home. 

A Republican with firm faith in the prin- 
ciples of the party, Mr. Van Etten is recog- 
nized as one of its leading members in Dan- 
ville. In 1893 he was elected a member of 
the city council and served for three terms. 
He was chairman of the building committee 
when the city building was erected, and 
chairman of the cormittee on streets and 
alleys when the stone arch on East Main 
street was built. He favored every move- 
ment which he believed would promote the 
material advancement and substantial up- 
building of Danville. He has been a member 
of the Republican city central committee and 
his labors have been effective and beneficial 
in aiding party work here. In 1851 he was 
made a Mason in Afton, New York, and has 
since taken the Royal Arch degrees. He 
belongs to the Knights of Pythias, Mqdern 
Woodmen and Court of Honor fraternities, 

a member, trustee and one of the building 
committee of the Third Church of Christ 
now under construction. He  owns realty 
in this city in addition to  his own pleasant 
home at the corner of Seminary and Gil- 
hert streets and is widely known here as a 
man whose personal worth and business 
ability commend him to the confidence and 

,n as- respect of thosg with whom he has be0 
sociated. 

A - 

FRED EUY. 

Fred Buy Is an honored veteran of the 
Civil war, who, at the country's call for aid, 
ofiered his services to the Union and fought 
for its defense. He is now living on sec- 
tion 36. Rlount township, where he o~vns 
and operates a farm of two hundred and 
twenty-nine acres-a splendidly improved 
property equipped with all modern acces- 
sories and conveniences. Mr. Euy is one of 
the citizens that Germany has furnished to 
the new world,. his birth having occurred in 
the fatherland October 23, 1844. When he 
was eleven years of age his parents emi- 
grated to the new world, crossing the -At- 
lantic in 1857. They settled first in New 
York ancl the folio\\-ing year came to Ver- 
n~ilion county. The father was a farmer by 
occupation and both he and his wife are 
now deceased. the former having passed 
away September 7. 1870, while the latter 
died in December, 1885. They were the 
parents of eight children, of whom two are 
living, the sister of our subject being Mrs. 
Kroul, the wife of Herman Kroul, of Dan- 
ville. 

Under the parental roof our subject was 
reared to manhood and assisted in the devel- 
opment of his father's farm. He was thus 
engaged until 1863, when he offered his 
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services to the government as a defender of 
the Union and joined the boys in blue of 
Company E, One Hundred and Thirty-fifth 
Illinois Infantry, under the command of 
Captain Laferty. This regiment \\-as as- 
signed to h'iissouri and after serving for 
or,e hundred days he was honorably dis- 
charged, but still the war continued and 
with patriotic spirit he once more enlisted. 
beconliilg a member of the One Hundred 
and Forty-ninth Infantry in Danville. He  
thus scri-ed for another year or until tile 
cessation of hostilities. During most of the 
time he was on garrison duty in g ~ a r d i n g  
bridges and in 1865 he was honorably dis- 
cha rgecl. 

II-hen the co~zntry no  longer needed his 
services 1Ir. Buy returned to his lloine and 
\\-as engagecl in clerking in a grocery store 
for :i time. In .-Iugust, 1867, he u-edded 
3lary Steuhe. 11-ho like her husband \\-as ed- 
ccntetl in public school? of this count!-. 
-A tter his nlarriage hIr. Buy engaged in the 
qrocery business 017. his OU-11 acco~nt .  SLIC- 
cessful11- conducting his i~lercantile interests 
until rS8r. The follou-ing year he pur- 
chasetl his present honle on sectioil 36. 
Rlount tou-nship, ant1 here he has engaged 
in farming ar~d stock-raising. The land \\-as 
all n-ild and unimpro\-ed at  that time but 
he cleared the place, planted trees and has 
made it a \-altlable tract of land. He has 
tiled nnd drained it, erected good buildings 
and has sectlred all modern equipments un- 
til to-day evervthing about his place is neat 
and thrifty in appearance. indicating his 
careful supervision and his farm is regarded 
as one of the best of the locality. Uihatever 
success Mr. Buy has achieved is due en- 
tirelj- to his on-n efforts. He began life by 
~vorki i~g by the month in a woolen factory 
for eight clollars per month and afteru-ard 

was employed as a clerk for one hundred 
dollars per year and his board. Through 
his enera- and determination, however, he 
has acquired a competence and at  the age of 
t\\-entv-tliree years he began business on his 
o\vn account. By the exchange, purchase 
and sale of !and he has added materially to 
his income and during the past s is  years he 
has lived practically retired from farm work, 
most of his land being now rented. 

Nrs. Buy has been to her husband a 
faithful companion and helpmate in life's 
journey. Thev \-;ere neighbors in the fa- ' 

therlanc! a l c l  emigrntecl to -America in the 
same ship. They haye become the parents 
of eight children : Ecl. a grocer?; merchant 
of Dan\-ille. I\-110 married Lou 1Vhite: Mrs. 
Tennie Lock. of L>an\-ille: Carl, at home; 
\\-illiam. \\-IIO inarried Gertie Gnms and is 
conducting a meat market in Danville; 
Harry. n-ho nlarried >I>-rtle \\-alters; Lula, 
who married Carl 11-alker, of Dandle:  
Alamie and -Alice. both at  home. The cl~il- 
tlreil have been provided 11-ith good educa- 
tional pl-il-ileges. thereby fitting them for 
liie's practical duties. In his political \-ieu-s 
3Tr. Bu\- is a Republican and both he and his 
~vife  are nlenlbers of the United Brethren 
cllurch. T!le>- are illost 11ighl~- esteemed 
~>eop!e. u-ell k~~on-n  in the cornmunit>- \\-here 
tllej- ha\-e 1on.q resided and Mr. Buy is as 
trr.e and loval to his duties of citizenship as 
he was \vhen he follo\~ed the Sation's starry 
I~anner upon the battlefields of the soutl~. 

STEPHES ,A. L). ROGERS. 

Stephen -A. D. Rogers. a retired farmer 
and a member of one of the oldest families 
of  1)ail.r-ille township. is not\-. living in the 
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city of Danville, his birth having occurred 
in the towinship on the 16th of November, 
1858, a sen of John E. and Malinda (Moss) 
Rogers, the fonner a native of New Hamp- 
shire and the latter of Illinois. Samuel 
Rogers, the paternal grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was also born in the Old Granite state 
and on leaving New England he came with 
his family to the west, settling in Vermilion 
county, Illinois. in 1832. He took up his 
abode on a farm five miles southeast of Dan- 
ville and there he engaged in the tilling of 
the soil throughout tile remainder of his 
days. -John B. Rogers xas also a farmer of 
Danville townshi y. following that pursuit 
thro~ighout his entire life. He was quite 
prominent in local public affairs and his 
fellow townsmen, recognizing his worth and 
ability, called him to serve in the various 
township &ices. He died September 7, 
1900, having for a short time survived his 
wife, who passed away August 16, 1899. 

Mr. Rogers of this review was their only 
child and in the district schools of Danville 
township he p~lrsued his education, while 
through much of the period of his youth he 
assisted his father in the work of the home 
farm, being thus employed until he had saved 
enough to purchase a sillall farm of his own. 
H e  became the owner of a little tract of land 
on section 23, Danville township, and fur- 
ther completed his arrangements for having 
a home of his own by his marriage in 1882 
to Miss Katie E. Wait, who was born in this 
county, September 15, 1857. Her father, 
William Wait, was also born in this county 
and is a representative of one of its oldest 
families. He now resides on a fsrrn in Dan- 
ville township which has been his 'home 

, throughout. his entire life, covering a period 
of seventy years. He wedded Margaret 
Moudp. IJnto Mr. and Mrs. Rogers have 

been born two children: Myrtle, born in 
December, 1882; and Grace, born in March, 
1885. 

Rir. Rogers continued to engage in farm- 
ing through many years and as opportunity 
offered he added to his land from time to 
time until his farm now comprises over two 
h~~ndred acres. I t  is a very rich and valu- 
able tract and to its cultivation our subject 
devoted his energies until 1898, when he 
took up his abode in the city of Danville. 
Each day, however, he drives to his farm, 
hut merely supervises it, taking no active 
part in its work. In politics he is a Demo- 
crat. He owns a nice home at No. 621 
IVayne street and he well desen-es mention 
as one of the representatives of a prominent 
pioneer famiiy and as 3 citizen of worth in 
the county where his entire life has been 
passed. 

A A - 7 

W7illiam N'olter is now practically living 
a retired life in Danville, but is still the owner 
of extensive business interests connected 
with a wholesale creamery enterprise. H e  
was born on the 23d of April, 1856, in the 
city of Cleveland, Ohio, and is a son of 
Christopher and Elizabeth (Alpar) Wolter, 
both of ~vhoin were natives of Hailover, Ger- 
many, whence in the year 1853 they crossed 
the Atlantic to America, taking up their 
abode in Cleveland. The father was a tailor 
by trade and followed his chosen vocation 
in Ohio until 1865, when he again traveled 
\vest\vard and this time became a resident of 
Danville, but he had previously joined the 
Union army and for one year served as a de- 
fender of the stars and stripes. After corn- 
ing to the west he carried on agricultural 
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pursuits in Danville township, purchasing a 
small tract of land after having purchasea a 

house and lot in the city of Danville. 
'IVilliam lirolter, whose name introduces 

this review, \\-as a lad of nine summers when 
he came with his parents to Vermilion coun- 
ty. He  pursued his education in the schools 
of Danville ancl after he left the schoolroom 
he gave his attention to fa&ning. He  also 
drove a team for a few seasons on railroad 
grading. and subsequently he embarked in 
the dairy business for his father, conducting 
the enterprise for nine years with good suc- 
cess. On the expiration of that period he 
be<gan business on his own account and has 
since been identified with this line of indus- 
trial activity, carrying on a \vltolesale trade. 
Tl~roughout his entire business career Mr. 
'CVolter has iollo~vecl farming, first purchas- 
ing land in Danville ton-nship, east of Com- 
mercial street. He has bought and sold 
farms in different parts of the county and is 
now the owner of two htlndred and twenty- 
two acres lying partly in Vermilion county 
and partly across the boundary line in Indi- 
ana. A11 this is under a high state of.culti- 
vation and devoted to pasturage purposes, 
and the property returns to him a good in- 
come. ~vhile his dairy business is also a 
soilrce of profitable investment. His home 

: in Dan\-ille is located at No. 614 IVayne 
street. 

On the 12th of February, 1884. Mr. 
IVolter \\-as united in marriage to Miss 
Louisa Haus\\-aldt. a native of Eugene, In- 
diana. and a daughter of Frederick and 
Caroline Hausnaldt, both of whom were na- 
tives of Germany. the father having been 
born in Saxony and the mother in West- 
phalia. The father came to ,America in 1853 
landing in St. Louis. whence he removed to  
Eugene, Indiana. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Haus- 

tvaldt were borr! four children, two of whom 
are now living, the sister of Mrs. Wolter be- 
ing Mary, the wife of Fred Wolter, a brother 
of our subject. The father was a cabinet- 
maker by trade and in early life foIIo\\-ed 
that pursuit but later devoted his attention 
to agricultural pursuits. Both he and his 
wife are now deceased. The marriage of 
'IVilliam 'IVolter and Louisa Hausu-aldt has 
been blessed with four children, namely, 
Frank, \Iiilliam. Nellie and Herbert. 

The family attend the German Lutheran 
church and Mr. IC'olter is a member of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
and the American Home Circle, while in his 
political views he is a stall$-art Republican. 
giving an earnest support to the party and 
its principles. He has served as a member 
of the school board and also as judge of 
elections. 'IIyell known in Vermilion county 
where he has resided from his early boyhood 
days his life record has demonstrated the 
power of industry, diligence and keen dis- 
crimination in the active affairs of life, for 
placing his dependence upon these qualities 
Mr. IVolter has steadily worked his way up-. 
ward and is today the possessor of an es- 
cellent business and property interests as a 
result of his indefatigable enterprise. 

++= 
t 

Peter Larson is a substantial farmer and 
stock.-raiser of Vermilion county, living on 
section 17, Butler township, mhere he owns 
and  cultivates a farm of three hundred and 
twenty acres. His home is conveniently lo- 
cated within two and one-half miles of Ran- 
kin SO that the advantages of the town are 
easily accessible. Mr. Larson is a native of 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



1126 THE BIOGUPHICAL RECORD 

Sweden, born July 2, 1847, and-in the tour?- 

try of his nativity he was reared to manhood 
upon a farm. H e  was educated in his native 
tongue but his education in English has been 
entirely sel f-acquired. 

H e  came to the new world in 1870, when 
a young man of tn-enty-three years, and p r e  
ceeding at  once across the country to Illinois 
located in Champaign county. H e  first be- 
gan work as a farm hand, however, in Doug- 
las county and for tu-o years he was engaged 
in feeding cattle. He  afterward served as 
foreman for T. D. hfcKey, a banker of Han- 
over, who owned three thousand acres of 
land. Of this Mr. Larson had charge f6r 
four years and then he began farming on his 
own account, renting land for five years to 
the extent of seven hundred acres. Then 
with the capital which he had acquired 
through his industry and enterprise he pur- 
chased one hundred and eighty acres of land 
in Ayers township, Champaign county. This 
was raw and unimproved but he broke and 
fenced it, built thereon substantial buildings 
and made a very valuable farm. Later he 
bought sixty-five acres in ~ o m e ;  to\vnship. 
cond~zcting both places, and he erected a fair 
set of buildings on it. There he carried on 
his agricultural pursuits until 1897. In the 
previous year he purchased his present farm 
o i  three hundred and twenty acres. upon 
which good improven~ents are found. H e  
has erected a large and attractive farm resi- 
dence, has laid many rods of tiling and has 

' .divided his place into fields of convenient 
size by well kept fences. H e  has also planted 
fruit trees and made other valuable improve- 
ments and in connection with the raising of 
grain he is extensively and successfully en- 
gaged in the raising of full blooded Aber- 
deen cattle, having a herd of twenty-three 
head, including a fine Aberdeen bull, which 

he has owned for three years. He also fat- 
tens cattle for the market and sells about one 
car-load oi  cattIe and two car-loads of hogs 
annually. He  is one of a company of ten 
who are engaged in breeding and dealing in 
pure blooded Percheron and Shire horses 
and thev now own two pure blooded import- 
ed stallions, \\-l~icl~ they purchased in 1901. 
He  is an excellent judge of stock and this 
branch of his business is proving very profit- 
able and is constantly growing. 

In 1875) in Champaign county, Mr. Lar- 
soil 11-as united in marriage to Miss Hannah 
Pearsor~, who \\-as born and reared in 
S\-T;eden. Their marriage has been blessed 
wit11 five children : Stewart, m-ho is married 
ant1 follows farming in Butler to\vnship ; 
Sam, n-ho assists in carrying on the home 
farm ; Oscar, Minnie and John, who are also 
under the parental roof. They likewise lost 
tu-o children : Charlie, who died a t  the age 
of three years; and Thomas u-110 died at  the 
age of six months. 

A Denlocrat in his political affiliatio~ls 
Mr, 1,arson votecl for Tilden in 1876 and has 
supported each presidential ilominee of the 
party since that time. He  is not bound by 
pariy ties, however, a t  local elections nor is 
he bitterly partisan. In Champaign county 
he was elected and served as co~ninissioner 
of roads b ~ t t  he has never been a politician in 
the sense of office seeking, having always 
preferred to devote his energies to his farm- 
ing interests aiid other business affairs. Eoth 
he and his wife are esteemed members of the 
Swedish Lutheran church, having been 
reared in that faith. He belongs to Rankin 
Lodge, F. & A. &I., but joined the order in 
Champaign county. I3e is likewise identified 
with the &ioclern Woodmen of America. 
-Although he has resided in Vermilion county 
for a comparatively brief period he has al- 
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ready become widely known and his exten- 
sive business affairs class him among the en- 
terprising, prominent and successful farrn- 
ers and stock-raisers of this portion of the 
state. 

A - 

JOHSSON F. KSIGHT.  

--lrnong the early settlers and veterans 
~vho f011ght for the Union in the dark days 
of :he Civil war is numbered Johnson 
Knight, 11-ho is living upon a farm on section 
2;. Rlount tom-nship, n-here he owns and 
operates ninety-four acres of well improved 
land. His birth occurrecl near Portersville. 
Pennsylvania, Sol-ember 22, 1843, and on 
the paternal side he is of English lineage, 
u-hile on the materilal side he is of Scotch- 
Irish descent. His father, IVashington G. 
Knight, was joined in wedlock there to Mary 
.Ann Graham and both were natives of Penn- 
syll-ania. Their marriage was celebrated by 
Re\-. Hampton, a Baptist minister. During 
the early boyhood of our subject the parents 
renlovetl from Fennsylvania to Kentucky, 
settling in rendleton county. The father 
n-as a m i l l \ ~ i - i ~ l ~ t  by trade and made that his 
pi-incipzl business. althougl~ he follon-ecl 
farmillg to some estent. In 1861 he re- 
m91-ed from Kentucky to Vermilion coun- 
tv. Jllinois. and built a 111ill in Danrille and 
another in ll~ers\-ille. Bj- his first mar- 
riage he had nine chiltlren, five sons and four 
daughters. the living being : Johnson F. : 
3lrs. -Annie Straiter, of Ross to\vnship ; 
Orin, of Blount toll-nship : Osn-ald, of Dewey 
county, Oklahoma: and Mrs. Lillie Ely, of 
Russell county, Kansas. Those 11-ho have 
passed an-ay are : Stewart T., who died in 
1865 : Mrs. E. Shoemaker, who died in 
1864: and 3lrs. ,Amelia Rfc3lillan. n-ho died 

in 1876. The mother of this family passed 
away in ~866.  

Johnson F. Knight received but limited 
privileges yet he has profited bj- the oppor- 
tunities for reading and investigation \i-hicl~ 
have come to  hiin. From the age of eight- 
een years he has been dependent entirely 
upon his own resources and during the 
greater part of his life he has carried on 
acgricuItural pursuits, working as a fann 
hand in his early Fears. 11-hen the Civil war 
broke out he enlisted as a member of Com- 
pany A. One T3undred and Twenty-fifth Illi- 
nois Infa~ltry, under Captain Raxlson and 
Colonel Harmon. The regiment went to 
Cincinnati and then to Idouisville, Kentuck,  
where it was assigned to General Cook's 
brigade. The first engagement in which Mr. 
Knight participated n-as at Perrysville and 
later 11e was in the battles of Chickamauga. 
llissionarv Ridge. Dalton. Resaca and the 
caature of Rome. Georgia. H e  also partici- 
pated in a nunher of skirmishes and 11-as in 
the 11otl~- contested engagenient at Kenesan- 
Slo~lntain, n-here the regiment lost very . . 
heavilv. H e  was in the battle of Peach Tree 
Creek in front of ,itlanta and \\-as in the bat- 
tle of ,ltlanta on the 1st of September. He  
~ v a s  also in the battle o i  Eentonville. Sort11 
Carolina. and during the Atlanta campaign 
he was under fire one l~undred days. He  
participated in Sherman's march to the sea. 
the battle of A\\-er~-sboro. Sort11 Carolina. 
and the grand review in 11-ashington, being 
mustered out on the st11 of June. 1865. 

3lr. l<night had come to Illinois in 1861. 
starting from Cincinnati on the 14th of Feb- 
ruary of that year. and arriving at  Danville 
on the 19th of March. I t  required about 
three and a half weeks to make the trip and 
he then settled in Blount toxvnship. u-orlkng 
out as a fann hand until after the inauglra- 
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tion of the Civil war. The parents came by served as cominissioner of highways for two 
way of the Wabash Railroad and the father terms and has frequently been a delegate to 
purchasecl a farm here, mostly covered with the conventions of the Republican party. He  
timber. Mr. Knight of this review assisted is a leader of his party in this locality and 
in clearing part of his father's land and after has served as a member of the county central 
his return from the war went to work upon committee. H e  also belongs to Kenesaw 
the old home farm, receiving three hundred Post, No. 77, G. -4. R., of Danville. Mr. 
dollars per year for his services. The money Ihight  is a self-made man, whose prosperity 
thus earned, together with what he had has been. the 'legitimate outcome of earnest 
saved in  the army, enabled him to begin life purpose and indefatigable energy and to-day 
for himself. He  purchased a small farm 2nd he is m~mbered among the respected and rep- 
later he added to his landed possessions so resentative farmers of this comm~ulity. 
.that as the years passed he became the pos- 
sessor of a valuable property. He  has al- 
ways been engaged in farming and stock- 
raising, making a specialty of the rais- O S C i R  F. hl-AXOX. 
ing of a high grade of Poland China 
hogs. The farm is well tiled and drained High ideals and strong principles have 
and there are yoocl pasture lands upon the ever been salient features in the life work of 
place. H e  also has a nice orchard and makes Oscar F. Maxon, of Danville, and have been 
a specialty of the production of pears and manifest in his business dealings as well as 
cherries. He  has resided upon his present in all other relations with his fellow men. 
farm 011 section 3.3 since I 876 and its highly Widely known in this city, the respect of all 
improved conclition is due to his enterprising with whom he has come in contact is tentl- 
efforts. ered him, beca~zse of a loyal devotion to all 

On the I ~ t k  of September. 1867, Mr. the princil~les in \vhich he believes. Mr. 
Knight \vas united in marriage to Susan hlc- Mason is no\\; successfully controlling an 
Millan, who was born in Rlount to~vnship extensive loan business and through forty 
in 1849 and was educated in this county. years he has been a factor in the b~zsiness in- 
They hacl four children: Washington G.; terests and public life of the city. 
one who died in infancy ; Charles M., who is -A native of New York, he was born in . 
living in Ohio : and Eldora, who died at the Great Bend, Jefferson county, in 1837, his 
age of six illonths and seventeen days. The birthplace Being one of the typical log cabins 
mother died March 19, 1875, and for his of an early day in a frontier region. His 
second wife Mr. Knight chose Nora E. Mc- father. Paul Stillman Mason. was a native 
Millan, by whom he has four children: Vic- of Rhode Island and after arriving at years 
tor, Orrin, Daisy B. and Mabel. of maturity he married Lucy Ann I\/Iorris, a 

Mr. Knight has served as school director native of Saratoga county, New York. The 
for many years and takes great interest in father mas a miller by trade and was also an 
the cause of education, doing everything in excellent mechanic. Both he and his wife 
his power to promote the welfare and raise were strong New England characters and 
the stacdard of the schools. He  has also lived useful and upright lives, which com- 
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manded for then1 the respect and confidence 
of their fellowmen. Their last days were 
passed in Danville and both died at the age 
of seventy-sek-en years. They reared a fam- 
ily of five children, three of whom are still 
living. 

After acquiring his early education in 
the public schools Oscar F. Xason entered 
Lowville -'Lcaden~y, at Lo~vville. New lYork, 
and on the espiration of a year he left that 
institution to accept a clerkship in the bank 
of I-om-ille. H e  gained mn~~ch experience in 
business during his connection with that en- 
terprise, covering a period of tlvelve years. 
In 1863 he came to Illinois, making his way 
to Danville, where he secured a position in 
the office of the county clerk, but his previous 
training in banking made him desirous of 
again entering that field of labor and he se- 
curecl employment with J. C. Short & Com- 
pany, of DanviIIe, acting as cashier and man- 
ager of their bank during its existence. He  
aftenvard turned his attention to the real- 
estate business, in 1880, and has developed 
a large loan business, his energy and his ad- 
vancement in these lines bringing to him de- 
sirable and well merited prosperity. He  was 
also the secretary and the treasurer of the 
Paris & Danville Railroad Company before 
it becanle a part of the Big Four system. He 
is also a director in the Equitable Building & 
Loan Association, of Danville. 

On the 24th of January, 1865, Mr. 
Maxon was united in marriage to Miss 
Theodocia 3t. Yale, a daughter of the Rev. 
Call-in Yale. of Ifartinsburg, Kew York. 
who was a pioneer Presbyterian minister 
and devoted fifty years of his life to the work 
of the ministry. He  passed away at the very 
advanced age of eighty-nine pears. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Xaxon hare been born four 
children : Robbins I-ale. who is a graduate 

of the University of Illinois and now a civil 
engineer in the employ of the Chicago & 
Eastern Illinois Railroad Company ; Oscar 
F., who is a ,graduate of the Rush bIedical 
College, of Chicago, and no\\- en,pgd in the 
practice of medicine in Springfield, Illinois; 
Harold Allen, who died March 28. 1900, in 
his tn-enty-fifth year; and Edward AI., mho 
is yet at hon~e in Danville. 

From the organization of the Republican 
party Mr. 1,Iason has been a believer in its 
principles and he cast his first presidential 
vote for Lincoln. l l hen  questions of na- 
tional importance are in\-011-ed he is a strong 
partisan. but at local elections. when there 
is no issue before the people, he votes re- 
gardless of party lines, considering only the 
capabilit- of the candidate. In the year 
1866 both 31r. Mason and his wife became 
members of the Fresbyterian church. with 
which they are still identified. Xr .  Mason 
has been very active in church work and has 
held every ofice within the gift of the p e e  
ple of his church. For many years he served 
as a trustee and is now a ruling elder, put- 
ting forth every effort in his power to estend 
the influence and promote the go\\-th of the 
organization. He  has contributed liberally 
to its support and has been \\-illing to make 
sacrifice of his personal interests for the wel- 
fare of the cause. 1\-11ich is i-erj- dear to his 
heart. ll'ith firm faith in its teachings. his 
life has long been inlbued with his Christian 
belief and his conduct has bee11 guided by its 
humanitarian rules. 

' SYLVESTER P-ARLE. 

It  is astonishing to witness the success of 
young men \vho have emigrated to -America 
without capital and through their oxvn un- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

aided efforts haw arisen to positions -of 
prominence and affluence. The readiness 
with ivllic11 they adapt themselves to circum- 
stances and take ad\-antage of opportunities 
offered bring3 to them success and wins them 
a place anlong the leading men of the corn- 
 itu unity in \\-llich they reside. Such a one is 
Svlvester Farle, no\\- an e~tensive coal 
operator at  1-erniilion Heights. Dandle.  

Mr. Parle was h n l  in Ireland. Dece111- 
lxr 23. 18.40, a son of Richard Parle. wlio 
is still living in that countr!- and ~vho  has 
mxde farming his life \\-ork. To a liliiited 
extent our subject attended the national 
scliools of Ireland during his boyhood and 
tinally (tetennined to try his fortune in the 
new I\-orltl. ,\ccortlingl\- he and his brotlier 
crosse<I tlie I>rin!- deep 11ut Patrick eiilistetl 
(luring the Civil lv\-nr and \\-as killed in tlie 
Inttle of \-icksht~rg. 

,\fter coming to tlie United State.; Syl- 
vester Parle at once sought e11iplo~-iiieiit ant1 
for so~netime ~vorketf at I\-hate\-er lie conl(1 
ii11t1 to do. \\-lierely- lie miglit earn an lioiiest 
dolla~.. 011 tlie rgtli of lIa!-. rS57. lie ar- 
rived i l l  \ ei+~~iiIiori ~ ( N I I I ~ J - .  Ilii~iois. arid 10- 
catetl 011 \\-hat \\-as k~~o\\-ii  as tlic old Sullivan 
plnce near tlie villngc of T3onier. I\-liicli \\-as 
all wilt1 laiicl co\-ere:l \vitli tall prairie grass. 
Our suhject 1,rokc tlic first soil and niade tlie 
first itnl~rc~\-eliieut~its 111)011 tliat fami. coiitiii~!- 
ins its cultivatio~~ for three years. The id- 
lo\\-ing year \\-as spent in Piatt count!-. Illi- 
tlois. arltl (711 his retunt to 1-ennilioi~ co~~nt!- 
he settled rieni- Tiltoti. \\-liere lie worked on 
cli ffereii t far~iis and at 1.-arious otlier pursuits 
for sej-era1 yenrs. hut finallj- removed to Dan- 
ville and k a m e  connected with the coal 
I3usiness. first as a common Iaborer in the 
mines of Tilton and South Danville. ivork- 
ing on co~nnlission only. \Vllen tlie niines 
at those places n-ere consolidated he w-as 

made foreman of the same and had charge 
.of the same for over ten years o r  until 1883, 
when he came to Ver~nilion Heights, Dan- 
ville, and began ~vork in the mines there 011 
cornmission. Later he leased these mines 
and after operating tllem in that way until 
rSS9 he purchased them and is noit- sole 
o~vner. He  is also interested in other ~ ~ l i ~ l e s  
in the count>- and is the o\\-ner of some fine 
farms in Catlin and Da~iville toi~nships. He 
I I ~ I \ -  (levotes liis entire time and attenti011 to 
tlie management of liis coal mines a t  1-er- 
1ni l ion Heights, \\-liere he eriiplo!-s ten or 
tu.elve nieu all tlie year round. and he sup- 
plied ~uostl\- tlie local trade at  Danville. al- 
tliougli lie sliips coal to sonie extent. 

I'oliticnll!- All-. Parle is a Democrat but 
at local electiorls lie supports tlie nlen tv1101n 
l~clievcs hest rlualitied ior ofice regxrdless 
of party lines. Several times lie lias lwen 
ofi'erecl politicnl pos~tions but has aln-ays re- 
iusetl. preiei-riiig to devote his undi\-itfed at- 
taitin!l to liis husiuess interests. Both lie 
:11i(1 liis \\-iie are inenlhrs of the Catholic 
cliurcli ~i Daiii-ille ant1 \\-lierever kiio\\-ll they 
arc I~el(l in l~igli regird. The!- 11a\-e n lxauti- 
fir1 l!o~ne at \-ennilion Heights \\-hich \\-as 
rcccutl!- crcctecl In- 11s. Parle near his ~iiines. 
I-iis iitc rcu.or<l. is one well I\-ortIi!- of e~nula- 
ticw in  niali!- respects and co~itains many 
\-a1ual)le lessous of ilicenti\-e. slio\\-i~~g tlie 
po.;sii)ilities tliat are open to young meri \\-11o 
\visli to iiiil>roi-e ever!- oppnrtuiiit!- ior ad- 
vnnccmenr. 

A - 

San~uel Hart, ivl~o is engab& in farm- 
ing 2nd stock-raising. 11-as h n l  in \'enuil- 
ion count\-. So ren ik r  IS. 1856. a son of 
\\-ill iam a i d  Sarah E. (Doughert_~-) Hart, 
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who were fanning people residing in War- 
ren county, Ohio, and arrived in Vermilion 
connty on the I jth of ,August, 1833. John 
Hart, the grandfather of our subject, became 
one of the pioneer settlers of this portion of 
the county, \i-here in the '20s he entered land 
from the government on section 33, Oak- 
wood ton-nship. The Indians \\-ere far more 
numerous than the white settlers in this por- 
tion of the state at  that time and the most 
far-sighted could not have dreamed that this 
wild region I\-ould soon be transformed into 
a rich agricultural district. blr. Hart was 
a carpenter by trade and his son \Villianl also 
folio\\-ed the same pursuit. The latter was 
one of three children, the others being Xar- 
tha and Thomas, the latter a resident of Oak- 
I\-ood ton-nship. 

Sanluel Hart acquired a common-school 
etlucation, pursuing his studies in a log 
schoolhouse such as n-as common during the 
period of his early boyhood. H e  remained 
in school for about six years. or until thir- 
teen years of age, although in the meantime 
h e  had begt~n to earn his onn living. JVhen 
or~ly a ~;outh of ten years he worked by the 
month upon a farm, receiving his board and 
also a colt or a CUIY ill renluileration for his 
sen-ices. -It the age of thirteen he began 
ieeding cattle and fo1lo~-ed that pursuit for 
seven Tears. at the end of ~vhich time he 
turned his attention to fam~ing,  renting a 
tract of land. \Vhen his labors had brought 
to him sufficient capital he purchased eighty 
acres on section 3, Oak\\-ood to\vnship. 
Cpon the cleat11 of his grandmother, Mrs. 
Xancy (Ireland) Hart, he inherited a small 
portion of her farm but with this exception 
a11 that he possesses has been made entirely 
through his own efforts. He  has long been 
s~~ccessfully identified \I-ith farming and 
stock-raising in Vermilion county. He now 

owns four hundred acres of valuable land, + 

all well tilled and improved with modern 
equipments and substantial buildings. He 
handles cattle and hogs on an extensive scale, 
making large shipments, and he now has 
upon his place about five hundred head of 
stock. 

On the 10th of October, 1879, Mr. Hart 
married Miss Sydney Lo\\-man, a daughter 
of George and Mary Loiiman, and the 
youngest of a family of eleven children, her 
birth having occurred in Oak\\-ood to~vnship 
in r S b .  Unto I l r .  and Mrs. Hart have been 
born seven children : George L., at home; 
SCertie, the \\-ife of Lester Thompson, of 
Oakwood toil-nship. by 11-horn she has one 
child; Herbert. Sydney, llinnie, Sylvia and 
Ruth, all at home. 

Mr. Hart gives his allegiance to the Re- 
publican party and is identified \\-ith several 
civic societies, including the Modern iIVood- 
men of ,America. rhe Knights of the Golden 
Eagle and the Fraternal -Army. of Fithian. 
His entire life has been passed in this county 
and fro111 the time \\-hen he began to  earn his 
01~11 livi~lg as a farm hand at the age of ten 
years he has steadily worked his \vay upward 
and is to-day one of the most prosperous and 
snccessful agriculturists in this part of the 
state. - 

D. 11. Jilvinall is one of the enterpris- 
ing young business men of Dan\-ille, con- 
ducting a loan and real-estate agency in the 
Illinois Printing Company building. H e  
is imbued with the spirit of western prog- 
ress and advancement and his marked en- 
ere-, perseverance and laudable ambition 
are bringing to him creditable sucms. He 
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is a son of James and Eliza J. (Abbou) 
Juvinall, pioneers of Vermilion county, 
His paternal grandparents, Andrew and 
Mary (James) Juvinall, were both natives 
of Ohio and cast in their -lot among the 
first white settlers of Vermilion county, 
amving here in 1827 when the red men w.ere 
still v e q  *numerous, this being sometime 
before the Black Hawk war and before the 
original inhabitants of the land were driven 
westward by the encroaching civilization of 
the Caucasian race. 

D. M. Juviaall was the fourth child in 
his father's family and was born in Vermil- 
ion county, October 31, 1873. Upon the 
home fann he \\-as reared and in the district 
schools he ptlrsued his preliminary educa- 
tion, which was supplemented by two years 
of study in the scl~ools of Danville. At  the 
age of eighteen he began general farming 
and stock-raising on his own account in 
Pilot township. H e  always kept a good 
grade of stock and in his agricultural pur- 
suits he was quite prosperous. In August, 
~ g o z ,  however, he left the farm and turned 
his attention to his present business, deal- 
ing in cattle, placing loans, and buying and 
selling real estate. He has secured an ex- 
tensive clientage and does considerable busi- 
ness outside of the state. H e  is a very wide- 
a\val;e, energetic young business man and 
carries forward to a successful completion 
whatever he begins. 

On the 30th of August, 1892, Mr Juvin- 
all was united in marriage to Miss Helen 
Cmdwine, a native of this county, born Au- 
~ 1 s t  16, 1874, and educated in the district 
schools. S11e is a daughter of John Good- 
wine, of Potomac, \I-ho was a pioileer set- 
tler of the county. The home of our sub- 
ject and his wife has been blessed with 
three children, but Dora L. died in infancy. 

The others are Reggie C. and Reuel G., 
aged respectively seven and six years. The 
parents are active members of the Metho- 
dist church, with which Mr. Juvinall has 
been identified for ten years. He has served 
for about three terms as trustee of the 
church in Pilot township. For a long per- 
iod he has been connected with missionaq 
11-ork and has done much for the uplifting 
of his fellow men and contributed liber- 
ally to the support of the gospel. He is in- 
terested in everything pertaining to the wel- 
fare and progress of the community in 
11-l-hich he lives and is one of the standard 
bearers of the Republican party, having finn 
faith in its principles. Living an honor- 
able, upright life, reliable in business and 
faithful in frieildship, Mr. Juvinall is num- 
bered among the prominent, popular and 
highly respected citizens of Danville. 

GEORGE F. HILLEARY. 

George F. Hilleary, u-ho is now living 
on section 33, Elaunt to~vnship, ~vhere he 
owns and controls a rich tract of land, was 
horn in Fulton county. Illinois, September 7, 
1840, his parents being Henry and Sarah 
(Boylen) Hilleary. The father \\;as born 
in Ohio in 1812 and the motl~er's birth oc- 
curred in the sai-hle state in 1816. The form- 
er was one of a fanlily of nine children born 
unto Osborile aild Ellen !Hollei-hback) Hil- 
leary, natives of Virginia. In the year 1830 
the grandparents with their family emigrated 
westis-ard from Ohio to Illinois and settled 
or, section 30, Blount to~v~ship .  They made 
the jour12~  overland in a covered wagon 
called a "prairie schooner," and it required 
some weeks' travel before they reached their 
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destination. Here the father entered eighty 
acres of land from the government and he 
also purchased from a settler a tract of tirn- 
berland, all of which 11e cleared with the aid 
oi his sons. His first home was a log cabin 
in which was a puncheon floor and a t  one end 
of the building was an immense fireplace 
from u-hich the smoke made its egress 
through a clay and stick chimney. The 
family raised their own sheep which they 
sheared and then sp~ul and n-o\-e the \yo01 
into cloth froin \vhich \\-ere made the gar- 
mei-its of the family. The subject of this 
review has seen his mother spin flax to make 
thread. The grandparents of our subject 
both died in Blount toll-nship. A11 of their 
nine children reached mature years. In his 
youth tlle father of our subject assisted in the 
de\-e!opment of the home farm and after ar- 
ri\-in$ at years of maturity he bought a tract 
of land on section 3. He afterward entered 
eighty acres of timberland and in the midst 
of the forest he built his home. Subsecluent- 
ly, 11011-ever, he sold that proeprty. He  u-as 
a cooper by trade and for some years en- 
gaged in the manufacture of barrels in ad- 
dition to iarm work. In  Fulton county, Illi- 
nois. he wedded Sarah Boylen, and unto this 
union were born four children, of \vl:om 
only tn-o reached years of maturity, Helen 
dying at the age of t\\-enty-one years. Our 
subject is now the only s~irvivor of the fam- 
ily. The father died in 1851 and the mother 
passed away in -April, 1864. \\-hile Helen 
I-Iillear!; died in the same month. 

In taking up the personal history of 
George F. Hilleary 11-e present to our read- 
ers the life record or' one ~ y h o  is \\-idelj- ancl 
farorably knot~n in this county. H e  attend- 
ed the s~~bscription schools, the temple of 
learning being a log building furnished with 
slab seats. while a plank placed upon pins 

driven into the tvall served as a writing desk. 
The huge fireplace occupied one entire end 
of the room, and greased paper sen-ed in- 
stead of glass in the windo\\-s. Mr. Hilleary 
mas a student in that school for nineteen 
days and after attaining his majority he at- 
tended the district schools. His educational 
pri\-ileges, ho\i-ever, were somewhat limited, 
hilt reading and observation ha\-e made him 
a 11-ell iniormed man. During the summer 
months he worked upon the farm. attending 
scllool through the winter. X f e r  he put 
aside his test books his entire time and at- 
tention xi-as devoted to general farming and 
stock-raising. 

On the 4th of January, 1865, Slr. Hil- 
learj- was married to bliss Sarah Hilleary, 
\\-ho lvas bi-11 in this county, July 30. 1845, 
3. daughter of I\-illiam and Catherine (King) 
Hilleary. I\-110 were natives of Ohio and be- 
came pioneer settlers of this section of Illi- 
nois. In their family were eight children. 
The marriage of our subject and his wife 
has been blessed with five children, and the 
family circle yet remains unbroken by the 
hand of death. Emma is the wife of J. T. 
Snider. of Blount to~vnship, and they have 
three children. Oscar F. married 3Iiss 
11-arren, by \1-11on1 he has three chiIdren. and 
their home is on section 28. Blount town- 
ship. ]\-. TJ.. a resident farmer of the same 
to\~-ilship. tllarriecl Miss ~utteridge.  Bertha 
is the wife of John Disarcl. of Oak\\-ood 
to\\-nsl~il>. by n-honl she has tu-o children. 
John 0.. the youngest of tlle famil!-, is at  
honle. 

-After his marriage Mr. Hilleary settled 
on section 4. Blount township. where he be- 
gan farming on his o\~-n account. using a 
single shovel plon- to cultivate his land. He 
cut his grain with a sickle. bound his \i-heat * 

by hand and also planted his corn in that 
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way. He went to mill on horseback, taking 
with him a sack of corn, which he ~ ~ o u l c l  
have ground ancl then return borne witli the 
meal. I l e  rbnen~bers, too. \\.hen candles 
uF\tere made by dipping the \vick into melted 
tallow and then allo\ving it to cool. This 
process was repeated again ancl ag.ain until 
the candle had beconle of sufficient size, and 
later cmdle n~olcls brought into use. Blr. 
Hilleary also renlembers seeing the fires 
n~acle with Aint and to\\.. and \vhen they hat1 
no stqjply of those materials they \vould have 
to go to a neigllbor to borrwv some tire. 
Ever~thing was primitive. not only farm im- 
plenlents, but the nlethods ot' life. 'i'he 
c o o k i ~ ~ g  \\.as (lone over a fireplace, the pots 
and kettles hanging from an iron crane, the 
breatl and pies baketl in a skillet ~vhich \\-as 
covered with coals. Mr. EIilleary well re- 
nlenlhers the first cook stove used in the 
n i l .  Prairie \\.elves \\-ere many times 
killed ant1 there \\ere large herds o i  deer 
roaming at \\.ill over the prairies. \vhile 
prairie chickens. turkeys and other \\ iltl 
game were ro be hncl in abundance. Chi- 
cago \\-as the tratling point at a Yery early 
day. but as the years passed the \vork of 
progress ancl inpro\-enlent \\.as carriecl un 
and 3 t the present time 1-errnilion county 
not only ranks as one of the leatling tng-ri- 
cultural counties u l  this great connmon- 
~venlth, but in its mitlst stanrls one o i  the 
metropolitan centers o i  the state, altho~lgh 
Mr. Hllleary can remember \\hen the hazel 
bnish grew upon the site of Danville. \\'hen 
the town contained but ie\v ho~~ses  he has 
hauled corn to  Danville. selling it for fifteen 
cents per bt~shel. So\\- he has a splel~tlid 
farm improved with all hodern eqt~ipmenta 
inclt~ding fine machinery, There are g m l  
buildings upon his place and a splenciid 
archard furnishing him l a w  sl~pplies of 

apples and pears. He also raises blackber- 
ries on an extensive scale and his corn crop 
yieltls a b u t  forty bushels per acre. hlr. 
Hilleary has held a number of ofices includ- 
ing that of assessor and in this capacity 
served nine Ierms, or ten years. He \\-as also 
supervisor four years and school director 
a b o ~ ~ t  fifteen years. ant1 at the present time 
is serving as super\-isor. ;I citizen of \\-orth. 
no public trust reposecl in him has ever been 
betrayed in the slightest nlanner or clegree. 
H e  is ever loyal to the good o i  the conlmun- 
ity. active in support of its best interests ancl 
113s been close11 iclentifiecl \\-it11 the upbuilrl- 
in$ of schools and churches. H e  lidcls 
meinbershiy in the liethoclist cl~urch with 
\vhich his family are also connectecl. ancl he 
is no\\. serving as one o i  its trustees. 

1-ennilion county o\\.es nluch to the ei- 
forts ant1 1alx)rs oi Oscar B. Grnvat, ant1 
no history ot' this portion of the state ~\-ould 
be coi;;i>lete Jvithout the record of his life. 
I le was the first to introtluce inlit-raising as 

:HI industry illto this portion of lllil-tuis. anti 
to tle:nt>nstrate the possibilities of this sec- 
tion as a horticultural district. In this way 
he has nitlet1 both tlirectly and indirectly 
in pronl~>ting the material prosperity of his 
community. --It the same time he has hnct 
tnarked influe~lce upon the moral develop- 
~nent  ancl has been the friend of every move- 
ment and meastlre calculated to  pronlote the 
general , m I .  H e  is n~~mbered anlong the 
early settlers of Blot~nt to\\nship and resides 
on section 14 where he has a farm of eighty- 
five acres. all -well improved. He \\-as born 
in this township, $me 16, 1841,. and is a 
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son of Abraham B. and Mary M. (Potter) 
Gravat, the former a native of New Jersey 
and the latter of New York. The father 
made the journey westward overland in an 
old-time "prairie schooner," and arrived 
here when the land was wild and unbroken. 
There was not a house or a fence for miles 
around and the country was full of prairie 
wolves, deer, wild turkeys and ~ra i r ie  chick- 
ens. He has shot wild turkeys upon his 
own place. The father of our subject en- 
tered three hundred and twenty acres of 
land. fourteen miles \vest of the home of 
our subject, paying twenty-five cents per 
acre for his property. He be,- improving 
this but his health failed and he sold out- 
This Iancl is worth to-day one hundred dol- 
lars per acre. Later he purchased a portion 
of the present farm of our subject, paying 
six do!!ars per acre. In the early days he 
\vent to Perrysville and to Covington. Indi- 
ana, to mill, and he hauled g a i n  and apples 
to Chicago across a country which was 
braken up by many sloughs and ponds. I t  
was necessary to ford the river for no 
bridges had been built, and to camp out at 
night. He  sold his corn for only ten cents 
per bushel. In those early days the greater 
part of the land 11-as still unclaimed. al- 
though a scluatter had settled here and there. 
The first home of the Gral-at family ~ 2 s  a 
lo? cabin, and the barn was aIso made of 
logs and had a threshing floor. The cloth- 
ing \\-as elltirely hornenlade and many times 
our subject has assisted in preparing the 
flax in the summer and the ~vool in the \\-in- 
ter and indeed has taken his turn at the spin- 
ning \\-heels. He has assisted in running 
off spindles with sn-ifts. and from the sn-iit 
to t?le reel. His father used flint and tow 
in making a fire in the early days and used 
a-se lamps and candles for illuminating 

48 

prirposes. 0. 3. Gravat frequently assisted 
in making candles and has oftentimes at- 
-ta.ded church when the little house of wor- 
ship was lighted by candles and %-hen the 
preacher would go around with snuffers in 
order to brighten the light. The old crane 
hung over the fireplace and many a night 
Mr. Gravat has studied by the light of the 
fire. The early settlers 1%-ould also tell the 
time of day by a mark on the door, the hour 
being estirnztd by the shadow. He  well 
remembers the first clock that was used by 
his father, the same being purchased from 
a peddler. The girls in those early days 
\vould go to church, carrying their shoes 
and when they neared the building would 
sit down upon a log and put them on, and 
after the sen-ice would again take them off. 
thus practicing economy. Mr. Gravat's 
father hauled the timber to build the first 
courthouse of Danville. He  was an enter- 
prising man ant1 \\-as among those who as- 
sisted in making the county what it is to- 
day. He married in this county and died 
about the close of the Civil war, while his 
wife. surviving him for some years. passed 
away June 4, 1879. In their family \\-ere 
six children : R. P., of Oklahoma: Mrs. 
Helen English. a ~vidow of Danville; 0. B. : 
Mrs. Gelina Stran-. of Vermilion county; 
John. deceased; and Cynthia, who has also 
passed away. 

0. B. Gravat received but a common- 
school education. hnt has largely devoted his 
time to the rexding of good books, being 
a man of literary tastes. At the age of 
tn-enty-three he was ordained as a minister 
of the Christian church. but has never be- 
come a regular minister. although he 
preached at one chllrch for four years. For 
ox-er thirty-three years. however, he has 
given much time to Christian work, filling 
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many pulpits in the absence of regular past- 
ors. His attention has been largely given to 
ktnnkg and he has made a specialty of rais- 
ing stock and fruit. For a quarter of a 
century he has devoted much attention to 
horticulture and has found it a Very profit- 
able business. ' To-day he enjoys the credit 
of raising the best strawberries that enter 
the Chicago markets. He produced one 
berry that measured seven inches in circum- 
ference and they averaged from four to 
seven inches. He  also raises blackberries 
in large quantities, having as high as fifteen 
acres planted to that fruit. He brought 
the first gra-pe root from Missouri to this 
locality and his neighbors laughed at him for 
his pains, saying that fruit could not be 
raised in this cormtry, but he experimented 
with this, and finding that it cor~ld be raised 
and that excellent qualities could be pro- 
duced, he entered the business and has since 
carried it on with excellent success. He  
sold the first quart box of strawberries ever 
placed upon the Danville market. He  now 
devotes his attention entirely to strawberries, 
raspberries, pears, peaches, and blackberries, 

- and because of size, quality and flavor his 
fruits find a very ready sale upon the market 
and bring to him an excellent financial re- 
turn. When he first began selling, all fruit 
was measured out in quart tins. Mr. Gravat 
certainly deserves great credit as a pioneer 
in this industry in Vermilion county, his 
labors proving of marked benefit to his fel- 
low men who have follotlned his example 
and devoted their energies to horticulture. 
He now has an established trade which is 
bringing to him an excellent income. 

When Mr. Gravat took up his present 
home he began clearing his place and hauled 
the ltimber for the erection of buildings. 
He  first built a plank house, sixteen by 

twenty feet, and therein kept bachelor's hall 
for a year. He was then married to Miss 
Caroline Ixk-enship, w?m lived for only 
about a year thereafter. On the 26th day 
of Aua~s t ,  1873, he wedded Sarah Cheno- 
weth, who was born in Fairfield county, 
Ohio, a daughter of Joshua and Elizabeth 
(Ladly) Chenomth, who were also natives 
of the Buckeye state and came to this county 
at an early day in a covered wagon drawn 
by ox-teams. It took them three weeks to 
make the trip from Missouri, and they set- 
tIed at Myersville. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Chenou-eth now reside in Danville, at the 
age of seventy-sis years. In their family 
were eight children: Mrs. M. J. Thomas, 
of Fairchild county, Ohio; Mrs. Gravat; 
Mrs. Dora E. Swisher, of Danville; Sher- 
man G., of Blount tounship, and four who 
have passed away. Mr. and Mrs. Gravat 
are parents of the foIlowing children : Char- 
!ie, who married Gertrude, a daughter of 
I. 0. Fairchild, and has one daughter, Lu- 
cile ; Ira, Harley, Ollie, Howard, Dessie, 
Ora, Mabel and Clyde, dl at home; and one 
that died in infancy. 

Mr. Gravat is familiar with pioneer ex- 
periences and can relate many interesting 
incidents concerning early life in Vermilion 
county. He was often engag:d in hunting 
coons, climbing the trees for #them. He as- 
sisted in felling the forests and breaking the 
prairie, working with a single shovel plow. 
He also cut grain with the sickle and after- 
ward with the cradle. In early days he was 
a great hunter and frequently sold coon skins 
at one dollar and fifty cents apiece. His 
ministerial career has been of a pioneer kind. 
He would hold meetings and then return 
home and chop wood, after whi& he would 
again go to the place of worship to preach. 
He has often walked five miles to keep a min- 
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isterial appointment and in the early days 
his wife would frequently ride with him to  
church on horseback, buggies being then al- 
most unLco\vn in this locality. Like her 
husband, Mrs. Gravat has long been a de- 
voted and consistent member of the Chris- 
tian church. He has preached many funeral 
sermons in this county and he is 11-idely 
kno~m and respected for his fidelity to his be- 
lief and his exemplary life. He served as a 
school director for many years and has been 
trustee for nine years. In politics he is a 
stanch Prohibitionist, the cause of temper- 
ance finding in him a warm and earnest 
friend. Mr. Gravat has always been loyal 
to the support of what he believed would 
uplift his fellow men and promote moral 
advancement ; in business affairs has ever 
been found honest and reliable, as well as 
enterprising; and in all life's relations he has 
ever been true to the confidence reposed in 
him. His example is indeed well worthy of 
emulation and those who know him enter- 
tain for him high regard. 

SAMUEL MOORE, M. D. 

Four years' connection with the medi- 
cal fraternity of Danville has been sufficient 
to demonstrate to the residents of this city 
that Dr. Samuel Moore is well equipped for 
the practice of his profession, that his knowl- 
edge of the principles of medicine is com- 
prehensiw and accurate and that his love of 
scientific research is supplemented by a deep 
human sympathy, without which the medi- 
cal practitioner can neier hope to gain the 
best results or the highest honors in his 
profession. Dr. Moore is yet a young man 
but few have undertaken the work to which 

he is devoting his energies, better qualified 
for the arduous and difficult duties. 

The Doctor mas born a t  Coot Hill, in 
County Cavzin, Ireland. November g. 1871, 
a son of Hugh and Maragwet (Roundtree) 
Moore, who were natives of the same local- 
ity and were there married. The father 
devoted his attention to agricultural pursuits 
in Ireland until his death, which occurred 
in 1887, while his wife passed away in 
1898. They were members of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal church and in their family 
\-ere seven sons and six daughters, while 
eleven of the family are yet living, namely: 
-Alexander. who is a rector of the Episcopal- 
ian church and resides at  Kilkenny, Ire- 
land; Sarah, the wife of James Mahood, 
of County Gal-an, Ireland ; Jane, I\-ho be- 
came the wife of IViIliam \ViIson and after 
his death married Thomas McCulloch, of 
Coztnty Cavan; Mary, 11-ho spent some time 
in Germany, then lived for twelve years in 
France and is now a high school teacher of 
L.ondon, England ; James, ivho married 
Elizebeth Reynolds of County Ferrnan- 
agh, Ireland, and resides on the old home- 
stead, near Coot Hill, Ireland; Harriet, the 
wife of James &bore, of County Cavan; 
William, who is a professor in Trinity Col- 
lege of Dublin; Elizabeth, the wife of J. 
Stephenson, of Lancastershire, County 
Monagan, Ireland; Samuel ; Hugh. who is 
chief of the Cape Colony police in South 
Africa and \\-as in the English army in the 
Boer war; Robert, who is a veterinary sur- 
geon connected with Trinity College. of 
Dublin : and two who passed away- John, 
who died at the age of sixteen months; and 
Anna, who was a twin. sister of Jane and 
died at the age of six months. 

In the m a t e d  line Dr. Bfoore can trace 
his ancestry back through several genera- 
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tions. His mother was a daughter of Alex- 
ander Ro~mdtree, of Comptown, County Ca- 
van, Ireland, and a granddaughter of jack 
Roundtree, of County Cavan, while her 

. great-grandfather was Charles Roundtree, 
who was born in County Arrnagh, Irelancl 
about - I 7 10. In r 730 he removed to Kill- 
igriffe in Co~znty Math. .  His wife was 
Mollie Coleman, of the same place. The 
Doctor has relatives in various parts of the 
world and several of the family have been 
quite prominent in Cape Colony. 

Nature may endow one with mental 
capacity or possibilities, but specific knowl- 
edge must be acquired through personal ef- 
fort and the man who gains prominence in 
any of the "learned professions" is he who 
labors for it. Through close application 
Dr. Moore has become a man of scholarly 
attainments. His kducation was begun at 
Tullyrin, an endowed school at Coot Hill, 
where he remained until thirteen years of 
age, when he entered school in County 
West Meath, Ireland, where he spent three 
years. For two years he was a, student in 
the Santar school of Dublin-a school of 
the Incorporated Society of Ireland. In 
conjunction with this he spent one year in 
the Royal University of Ireland. He won 
numerous first-class certificates of the dif- 
ferent divisions of the science and art de- 
partment of South Kensington, London, 
England, reaching the fifth stage in mathe- 
matics, with honor in the first three 
and the fifth; also received certificates 
for work done in the departments of 
sound, light and heat, physical geography, 
mathen.~atics, magnetism and electricity. 
He also took the three cowses-junior, mid- 
dle and senior-of the intermediate educa- 
tion &fore the Board of Ireland, winning 
the-honors in mathematics in all three di- 

visions, and also received the honors in 
mathematics in the Royal1 University of 
Ireland and honors in the different grades 
of the church education and society of the 
Protestant Episcopal church of Ireland. 

In 1859 Dr. Moore came to America, 
landing in New York and working for a 
time in various capacities in that city and 
in Philadelphia. attending business college 
in the latter city at night until 1894. He 
then entered Park College, in Parksville, 
Missouri, where he remained for a year 
pursuing a literary course, after which he 
entered the University Medical College at 
Kansas City, Missouri, where he was gradu- 
ated with the class of 1898. Entering upon 
the practice of medicine in Vermilion county, 
Illinois, he has for four years remained in 
practice here and his constantly increasing 
practice already extends over a large part 
of the country and embraces many of the 
best homes of Danville. He  is thoroughly 
conversant with modem methods of pro- 
ceedure in the treatment of diseases and is 
continually broadening his knowledge by 
individual research. 

The Doctor was married November 5, 
1902, at No. 1738 North Twenty-first 
street. in Philadelphia. to Miss May Smith, 
who was born in LVicklow, County Wick- 
low, Ireland, a daughter of Jeremiah and 
Elizabeth ( Summers) Smith, who were 
born, reared and married in County Wick- 
low and in I 889 came to Philadelphia. In, 
early life a blacksmith, years of labor marked 
his transition into a retired capitalist. He  
livecl for two years in this country and died 
December 29, I 89 I, at ttpe age of sixty-nine 
years, and hiis widow still resides in Phila- 
delphia. In their family were the following 
named: Letitia, the wife of William G. 
Maxwell, of Dublin,  rel land; Edward B., 
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who died in 1896; Mrs. Moore; Myrtle E., 
of Philadelphia ; Jeremiah Matthew, who 
was married May 31. 1902, to Mary hlc- 
Caffery, of Philadelphia: and George C., 
an engraver of Pi ttsburg, Pennsy11-ania. 

Dr. Moore holds membership in the 
Modem Woodmen Camp, the Court of 
Honor, the Fraternal Tribune, the Royal 
Circle, and rhe Fraternal -Army. In poli- 
tics he is an 21-owed Republican. and he be- 
longs to the First Presbyterian church of 
Dailville, 11-hile his \\-ife holds membership 
in the First Episcopal church. H e  is es- 
aminer for ~a r i ous  fraternal and insurance 
societies <md in the line of his profession 
h e  is connected with the Vermilion Countj- 
bfedicai Society and the State Medical So- 
ciety. S o t  yet in the prime of life he has 
alrencly attained marked success in his 
cl~osen calling. which argues lvell for the fu- 
ture. 

-= 

KOBZRT H. SMITH. 

Robert H. Smith, one of the most ex- 
tensive and prosperous farmers and land 
ou-i-ners of Veriliilion coutI't4'. was born May 
22. 1858, in this county, a son of John 
Smith, ~vhose birth occurred in England. 
The mother of our subject bore the maiden 
name of L\daline Moorehead and was born 
in Virginia. They I\-ere married in Vermil- 
ion county and became the parents of four 
children, of \\-horn Robert \\-as the third. 
The father had come to -America in 1836. 
He  was only twelve years of age when he 
landed in this country and in England and 
in the United States he attended the conl- 
moll schools, thus acquiring his education. 
For 2 year he resided in Ken- 1-ork and then 
cane to Vermilion count>-. Illinois, \\-here 

he remained for a year, after which he 
again spent a year in the Empire state, re- 
turning to this county in 1543. H e  \\-as 
then about fifteen years of age, but he pos- 
sessed great strength of character and de- 
terrriination, as is shown by the trips he 
made to and from Vermilion county and 
the business ability he manifested in various 
ways. On returning here in 1843 he lo- 
cated in Rliddlefork township and soon af- 
tenvards purchased forty acres of land for 
~vltich he paid one dollar and a half per 
acre. I t  was all ran- land, not a f~~r ro \v  
having been turned or an improvement made 
upon it. but lie at once began to break it 
and placed i t  under cultivation and from 
time to time he added to his farm as his capi- 
tal increased until he owned more than five 
thousand acres. He  \\-as instrumental in 
placing under cultivation and improving as 
much, if not more, land than any other one 
man in this part of the county and thus he 
was an important factor in the upbuilding 
of his section of the state. In the early 
days he endured many hardships and diffi- 
culties but he persevered in his work. al- 
though he had to  haul his grain long dis- 
tances to market and then receive but small 
pay for his products. He brought the first 
plo~v to the localitj- and he used osen in 
hreaking prairie. His first home \\-as a log 
czbii~ of small size and in it I e  and his es- 
timable ~ i i f e  reared their family. living in 
that way for many years until his financial 
resources permitted him to constnict a more 
commodious dn-elling. \\-hich house is now 
o\~-ned and occupied 11)- James Leonard, 
.Ahout three years prior to his death he 
erected a residnce in Potomac and there 
spent his remaining days. For fifty years 
he \\-as a devoted memlxr of the Methodist 
church. toolc an active interest in religious 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

work and contributed liberally to the support 
of the church and the extension of its in- 
8uence. In political views he was a Repub- 
lican and he served as school director and 
as steward of the church. He was about 
twenty-three years of age a t  the time of 
his marriage and of this union were born 
four children: Martha J., who became the 
wife of William Kuykendall; Allen G. ; 
Robert H. and Laura J., who is the wife 
of L. S. Holderman. The mother died in 
1886 at  the age of sixty-two years and the 
father passed away February I I, 1902, at 
the age of seventy-eight years. The county 
certainly owes to him a debt of gratitude 
for what he accomplished in its behalf in the 
way of reclaiming the wild land for pur; 
poses of civilization and in opening up this 
district to development, progress and im- 
provement. 

Rober;t H. Smith acquired his early edu- 
cation in the common schools of his town- 
ship and there the period of his youth was 
passed, assisting his father until about 
twenty-six years of age, when he began 
farming on his own account. H e  married 
November 6, 1889, to Miss Alice F. Sev- 
ems, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Severns, both of whom were natives of 
Ohio. In their family were seven chlildren 
and the father died in Ohio at the age of 
sixtv-seven years, while the mother is still 
living in that state. He was a dealer in 
agriculural implements and also carried on 
farming. Mr. and Mrs. Smith were mar- 
ried in Celina, Ohio, and unto them have 
been born four children ; Adeline; Leota: 
John Franklin, who was born January 8, 
1 ~ 8 ,  and died November I, 1902; and 
Martha Lucile. 

Throughout the greater part of his busi- 
ness career Mr. Smith has been engaged in 

the raising, buying and selling of stock. 
I t  has been his principal occupation and his 
efforts have been attended with a high de- 
gree of success. In 1901 he purchased land 
to  the extent of four hundred acres located 
in Pilot township. This he afterward sold 
and purchased four hundred acres just op- 
posite his home. LTpon this is a good race- 
track, which, in addition to four acres of 
land, he sold to his brother. H e  also owns 
one thousand acres in this county, which he 
inherited from his father. In the controll- 
ing of his business affairs and in enlarging 
his operations he shows excellent business 
ability and it is therefore but the legitimate 
result of his labors that he is continually in- 
creasing his capital. 

Mr. Smith is a stalwart Republican in 
politics and believes firmly in the principles 
of his party, which he labors earnestly to 
introduce into the active affairs affairs of 
life. His beautiful home, which was built 
of brick at a cost of eleven thousand dol- 
lars, was erected in 1896 and is one of the 
most attractive residences of the county. 

GEORGE W. PURNELL. 

George \IT. Purnell, who is now living 
a retired life on Logan avenue, Danville, 
but for more than twenty years was one of 
the active and thrifty farmers of Oakwood 
township, owning and operating two hun- 
dred and forty-seven acres of valuable land, 
dates his residence in Vermilion county 
from December, 1871. H e  was born in 
Fountain county, Indiana, February 13, 
1834. His father, Samuel Purnell, a na- 
tive of Maryland, was -born in November, 
I 797, and came of English ancestry. When 
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a child he accompanied his parents on their 
removal to  Kentucky and was there reared 
to  manhood. In  that state he married Eliza- 
beth Price, a native of Fleming county, Ken- 
tucky, and in order to provide for his family 
he followed agricultural pursuits and also 
carried on carpentering and shoemaking. 
Several children were added to the house- 
hold during the residence of the family in 
s en tuck^. in  1838 Mr. Pumell took his 
wife and children to Fountain county, In- 
diana, where he entered one hundred and 
twenty-eight acres of land from the govern- 
ment, his patent bearing the signature of 
Martin Van Buren, then president of the 
b-nited States. Mr. Purnell cut down the 
trees, cleared the land and thus opened up 
a good farm in the midst of the wilderness. 
There he reared his family and spent his re- 
maining days. His wife survived him to 
the advanced age of ninety-one years, dying 
about 1888. George W. Purnell is one of 
a family of five sons and four daughters and 
with the e-~ception of one son all reached ma- 
ture years. Two sons and two daughters 
are yet living, the brother of our subject be- 
ing Francis h.1. Purnell, of Fountain county, 
Indiana. 

George \it'. Purnell was reared to man- 
hood on the old home farm and received but 
limited school privileges, attending only dur- 
ing the winter months, while throughout the 
remainder of the year he worked in field and 
meadow, as the work of plowing, planting 
and harvesting progressed. He is almost 
entirely self-educated and is likewise a self- 
made man: After his father's death he 
bought out the interest of the other heirs in 
the old l~omestead and further improved the 
land and developed a farm. He  cleared one 
hundred acres of heavy timber land and 
b ~ ~ i l t  a neat and substantial house. He  also 

planted fruit trees and cultivated his fields, 
making a valuable farm, which he continued 
to cultivate untiI 1871. H e  then soId the 
old homestead and came to Illinois, settling 
in Vermilion county, where he purchased a 
farm of two hundred and forty-seven acres, 
lying in Oakwood township. H e  began to 
further improve this property, built a good 
residence, fenced and tiled the place and 
made other substantial improvements, and 
now his fields yield to him golden harvests 
in return for his labois. For twenty years 
he successfully continued to cultivate his 
farm, thereby acquiring a comfortable com- 
petence which now enables him to live re- 
tired. Leaving his farm he resided for three 
years in hluncie and in 1899 came to Dan- 
viile, where he purchased a neat and s u b  
stantial residence in which he is now living 
retired. 

Rlr. Purnell has been twice married. In 
Fountain county, Indiana, in 1854, he wed- 
ded Nancy Henry, a native of Kentucky, 
11-ho was reared in Bracken county. She 
died in Oak\\-ood township, Vermilion coun- 
ty, Illinois, in 1893. Of the six children 
born unto them four are yet living : Joseph 
Samuel, a farmer of this county; Elijah _A., 
who is engaged in the grain b~~siness in Nun- 
cie; John E:., a business man of Danville ; 
and li!lliam F., a dentist of Petersburg, In- 
diana. Emma J., the first born. died in 
childhood and Eldora F., died at the age of 
two years. In &luncie, in I 896, Mr. Purnell 
was married to Mrs. Catherine Tenebaugh, a 
wido~v, who was born in this cotlnty and is 
a daughter of SiIaxmell; Scott, who came 
from Ohio to  Illinois in pioneer times. She 
was reared and educated in -Vermilion 
county and first gave her hand in marriage 
to J. P. Tenehaugh. also an early settler of 
Illinois, who came here from Virginia. 
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Politically Mr. Pumell is'a stalwart Re- 
prtblican, having supported that party since 
he cast his first presidential ballot for John 
C. Frernont in 1856. H e  has never sought 
or wanted ofice, preferring to  give his time 
to his farm and business. H e  did serve, 
however, for a few years as commissioner 
of highways and was township school tms- 
tee fos nine years. H e  and his wife are act- 
ive members of the Christian church of 
Danville in which he is serving as a dea- 
con, taking a helpful part in the church 
work and cloing everything in his power 
to extend the growth and influence of the 
church. His life history illustrates in a 
marked degree what may be accomplished 
by well directed efforts and a strict adher- 
ence to correct business principles. 

Dr. R. R. IVorthington, who it1 the suc- 
cessful practice of his profession in Indian- 
ola is giving evidence of a thorougl~ under- 
standing of his work and of the accurate 
application of medical principles to the 
needs of suffering humanity. was born a t  
Fern Leaf, hilason count!-, Ketltucky. 
:lug~ist 15, 1Sj2, and is a son of General 
and Sally (Runyon) I i o r t h i ~ ~ g t o i ~ ,  both of 
whom n-ere natil-es of Kentucky and \\-ere 
there married. The father \\-as a farmer 
and also enawed in speculating in hogs ' 
and tobacco. H e  gave his political support 
to the IVhig party and several times rep- 
resented his district in the state legislature. 
$11 addition to  this he held a number of 
township and county offices. He  was rec- 
ognized as one of the prominent and influ- 
ential residents of his- part of the state, 

leaving the impress of his individuality for, 
good upon public progress and improve- 
ment. Bn exemplary member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity and a devoted member of 
the Church of Christ, he commanded the 
confidence and respect of all with whom he 
came in contact. He  died in 1862 and is 
still survived by his widow, who resides in 
Mason county, Kentucky. In their family 
were eight children, but only two are liv- 
ing-the Doctor and Love, no\\; the wife of 
John R. Thompson, of Mason county, Ken- 
tucky. 

Dr. IYorthing-ton attended the Franklin 
Seminary, of illason county, and afterward 
became a student in 3Xinerva College. Tak- 
ing up the study of medicine he matriculated 
in the Medical ColIege of Ohio. in 11-hich he 
was graduated in the class of 1874. H e  
then canle to Illinois, settling in Catlin, 
where he practiced for a short time, after 
which he renloved to Indianola where in 
connectioil with the practice of his chosen 
profession he is also conducting a pharmacy. 
His success has colne to him in recognition 
of 111s merit and his thorough understand- 
ing of the n-ork to u-11ich he devotes his en- 
ergies. He  is esailliller for many lodges 
and insurance societies and is a nletnber of 
the Sledical _\ssociation of Vermilion coun- 
t\-. -4s his financial resources ]la\-e illcreased 
he has made judicious investnlents in real 
estate, and 110~- o\\-ns some good citj- prop- 
erty in Tndianola. 

On the 23d of Llecember. 1879. in this 
place, Dr. \\'orthir~g-ton was married to 
b l ~ s s  Laura Lavine Rlcllillan. \I-ho was 
born in \'ermilion count>-. February I, I 860. 
Her father. I\.-illiam i\lc31illan, was a native 
of Pennsj-Ivania. born March 14. 1810, and 
iveclded hfary Jane Hill. whose birth oc- 
curred in Cran-ford. Perms>-11-ania. in 1834. 
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They were married in Washington county, 
in the Keystone state, September I, 1843. 
1Mr. McMillan carried on a,gricultural pur- 
suits and also conducted a hotel. In  1856 
he removed to Vermilion county. Polit- 
ically he was a Democrat, and filled the of- 
fice of justice of the peace, and he belonged 
to the hlasonic fraternity. _Rilrs. LVorthing- 
ton was one of a family of six children: J. 
T., a lumber merchant of Danville; J. A. of 
Indianola; Ortie Lissie, the wife of Simon 
Snyder, who is living near Philo, Illinois; 
Mrs. Worthington; Saniord, who died in 
infancy; and JVilliam H., of Indianola. 
Unto Dr. and Mrs. Worthington have been 
born four children: Samuel Lester, who is 
teaching in the public schools of Indianola; 
Chester --I., who is attending school; Anna 
Love and Hazel. The Doctor belongs to 
the Independent Order of Odd Fello\\-s and 
to the Modern Jioodmen of America. Vot- 
ing with the Democracy he has served in 
some ofiicial positions, having been a mem- 
her of the board of educatio~l, the mayor of 
l~ldianola and county supervisor, holding 
each positioil for several terms and discharg- 
ing his duties with illarked fidelity, so that 
over the record of his public career there 
falls no shadow of ~ ~ r o n g  or suspicion of 
1 -4 leading member of the Church of 
Christ, he is serving as one of its elders. 

E. E. 1CTillison, I\-110 has served as post- 
~naster of lndianola since 1896. was born 
in ITermilion county. June 7. ~ S j q ,  a so11 
of E. B. \iillison. \vl~ose birth occurred in 
Maryland in 1804. The father engaged in 
farming and carpentering, his home 'being 

one mile southwest of Indianola where he 
entered rand from the government, living 
there from 1850 until the time of his death, 
March 8, I&%. In politics he \\-as an earn- 
est Republican and capably served as justice 
of the peace, while in the Baptist church, in 
which he was a member, he held the office of 
deacon. He was twice married and by his 
first union had three children, of whom two 
are yet living : James, a resident of Okla- 
homa; and Coyel, \\-ho is living in Jliichi- 
ta, Kansas. By the second marriage there 
were five children: Kancy, the wife of 
Robert IllcIntyre, of Van Buren, Arkansas; 
E. B. : Joseph, of Eurton, Kansas; Eleanor, 
of Cambridge. Kansas : and Deborah, the 
wife of \I-illiam Bowdery, of ll'atonga, 
Oklahonla. 

E. B. \Villison began his education in the 
lt'illison schoolhouse which stood on his ia- 
ther's lancl. and later entered the Wesley 
school. He usually attended school for 
about three months during the winter, while 
in the suillmer season he worked upon the 
home farm. He was married October 24, 
1876. at Ridgefarm, to Miss Martha Ellel 
Lougl?. who n-as born in l i es t  Virginia, a 
daughter of John and Mary (\tTilliams j 
Lo~iph. Her parents \\-ere married and lo- 
cated in llTest Virginia and at the time of 
the Civil war came to Ridgefarm, Illinois. 
Here the father purchased land and later 
traded his farm for town property in Ridge- 
farm where he made his home until his 
death. Tn his younger years he engaged in 
teaching school. He Isas a member of the 
Baptist church and in his political belief \\-as 
a Republican. His \\-ife passed away in 
Igon. \\-hen living with our subject. Airs. 
M;il!ison was of a family of two sisters and 
three brothers : Fannie. the wife of Henry 
Henderson. of Sebraska : John and Charles, 
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who reside in Nebraska Calvin, who is lir- 
ing in Sidell; Illinois, and Mrs. ~Villison. 

After his marriage Mr. Willison re- 
-moved to the home of Thomas Roach, there 
living until the following spring when he 
took up his abode upon the old family 
homestead which has since been his place of 
residence. He now owns one'htmdred and 
sixty acres of land and five acres of city 
property in Indianola, also a general store. 
He  like\iise is proprietor of a large depart- 
ment store at Side11 and has a business 
block a t  the comer of Main and Franklin 
streets in Danville He also has a house and 
lots on Kohiilson street in that city and his 
landed possessions include one hundred and 
sixty acres in Camden county, Kansas, and 
two hundred and fifty acres in Georgia. In 
his btlsiness ~mdertakings Mr. IVillison has 
prospered. Whatever he begins he carries 
fonvard to successful completion, and he is 
a man of resourceful business ability. He 
reco-gnizes not only the possibilities of the 
moment, but also the opportunities of the 
future, and has so conducted his labors as 
to win creditable and gratifying success. In 
politics he is a stalwart Republican and in 
September, 1896, he \vas appointed post- 
master; in which capacity he has since 
served. He  mas formerly supervisor of 
Carroll township, although it is a Demo- 
cratic stronghold, and he occu~pied that posi- 
tion for several terms,-a fact which indi- 
cates his personal popularity and the trust 
reposed in him by his fellow townsmen. 
He has filled other minor offices, all of 
which have found in him a worthy incum- 
bent. 

Mr. Willison and his wife are the par- 
ents of seven children: Zula is the wife of 
George Cde, of Indianola, and they have 
one daughter, Thelnia. The other members 

of the family are, Floy, Mary, Blaine, Gol- 
die, Eskie asd Joy. The parents hold mem- 
bership ir. the Baptist church, giving to it 
a generous support and taking an active part 
in- its upbuilding, and for ten years Mr. 
Willison has been sllperintendent of the 
Sunday-school. 

GEORGE HARRISON. 

George Hzrrison, who resides near 
Hope, Illinois, was . born in Yorkshire, 
England in 1822. His father was a shep- 
herd in that country for more than a half 
century. In early life the subject of this 
review engaged in farming work and for 
six years hauled goocls from the wharf to 
the city of Barnsley, England. In 1845 he 
was united in marriage to Rachel Rlurga- 
troy-d. also a native of Yorkshire. born in 
1824. They remained in ~ n ~ l a n d  for about 
six years after their marriage and then 
sought a home in the new world. crossing 
the Atlantic in the sailing vessel "Levi Ha- 
sen," which carried four hundred and thirty 
passengers and was seven weeks and four 
days upon the voyage, Captain Knapp being 
in command. At length their anchor was 
dropped in the harbor of ' ~ e w  York ant1 
hfr. and Mrs. Harrison macle their way to 
Dunkirk, that state, where they lived for 
sixteen years, his attention being given to 
hauling wood and to farming. 

The year 1567 witnessed the arrival of 
Mr. Harrison in Vermilion co~~nty.  He 
purchased land in Pilot township on section 
34. and here he yet owns one hundred and 
ten acres. He lived upon that farm untiI 
1807, when he removed to the home of his 
widowed daughter, who lives on section 35. 

In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Harrison 
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were ten children, of whom six still survive : 
G. H., now a resident of Gifford, Illinois ; 
Uretta, who is the widow of Jesse Collison 
and with her Mr. Harrison is living; Thom- 
as. of Kankakee; Sophia, the wife of James 
Stuckey, of Pilot township; Rachel, the 
wife of Thomas Keys ; and Dina, the wife of 
Charles Douglas. RIr. and Mrs. Harrisoa 
also have fifteen grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren and one of their grand- 
children operates the old home farm. Both 
our subject and his wife have long been 
earnest members of the Christian church 
and in politics he has been a stalwart Repub- 
lican since the organization of the party. 
For six terms he served as school director 
and the cause of education has ever found in 
him a worthy friend. The country was wild 
and unimproved when he came to Vermilion 
county, there being only two houses within 
sight of his home. Plenty of wild game was 
to be had and there was no market or trad- 
ing place nearer than Danville and Rantoul. 
IVith the work of improvement and pro- 
gress Mr. Harrison has been active and has 
ever taken a deep interest in the general 
good and the upbuilding of Lis community. 
He is now eighty years of age and his wife 
seventy-eight years old 2-nd this venerable 
couple are respected and esteemed by all 
with whom they have been brought in con- 
tact for their lives have ever been honorable 
and upright. 
P 

ALFRED ALLISON. 

Alfred Allison is a respected citizen of 
Danville whose life work proves what are 
the business possibilities offered .in Vermil- 
ion county to men of laudable ambition and 
stroilg, llonorable purpose. He has at- 

tained a place among the tvealthy citizens of 
this portion of the state and his advancement - 
is due entirely to his own efforts. Mr. X1- ' 

lison was born in' Harrison county, Ken- 
h1+, June 24, 1825, and is a son of Otho 
Xllison, who was a farmer and also a miller. 
In an early day he removed from Indianap- 
olis, Indiana, his so11 Alfred being at  that 
time only- a year old. When the son was 
three years old the father came to Vermilion 
county, IIlinois, with his family, consisting 
of his wife, ele\,m sons and two daughters. 
Five oi  this number are yet living, namely: 
Mrs. Daniels, George, Thomas Jefferson, 
kViMiam Philip and Isaac. Upon coming 
to this county the father entered a claim of 
one hnudred and twenty acres, five miles 
from Danville, in Newell township. This 
comprised eighty acres of prairie land and 
forty acres of timber land and it was still 
in the condition in which it came from the 
hand of nature, for not a furrow had been 
turned or an improvement made upon the 
place. Danville at that time had not been 
laid out and when it was started there was 
a contest for the county seat, Danville win- 
ning by a vote of three, this being due to the 
fact that it was situated on the Vermilion 
river which many thought would prove an 
advantage. During his boyhood days A1- 
fred Allison acconlpanied his father on a 
trip to Chicago where they saw the Indians 
paid off after the Black Hawk mar. He also 
saw the first brick building ever erected in 
-,hat city. A picture of his surroundings in 
pioneer clays would present the early his- 
tory of Vermilion county. He has seen as 
many as sixteen yoke of oxen hauling one 
wagon across the swamps. Then the land 
ivas crossed and re-crossed by sIoughs which 
made the roads almost impassable. The 
nemhers of the family wore home-made 
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clothing and they first lived in a little log 
cabin which was situated at  the edge of the 
timber. The food was cooked over the fire- 
place and the smoke made its egress through 
a cl~inmey built on the outside of the house. 
The barn was-also built of hewed logs. 
Fires were made without the use of matches, 
for that now seemingly essential article of 
the household had not then been invented. 
The spinning wheel was found in every home 
and the members of the Allison family spun 
and \vcnre flax and made their owin thread 
and clothing. They also manufactured rope 
which was used for lines in driving the 
horses. The first plow which Mr. Allison 
remembers had a wooden moldboard and 
the corn was cultivated with a single shovel. 
Grain was cut with a sickle and afterward 
the cradle came into use, and at the time of 
early spring planting corn was dropped by 
hand and covered with a hoe. The school 
was held in a log cabin which Mr. Allison 
attended during the winter months while 
in the summer he labored in the fields. 

On the 18th of January, 1844, when In 
his nineteenth year, Alfred Allison was mar- 
ried to Cornelia N. Clapp, who was born in 
North Carolina and was to him a faithful 
companion and helpmate on life's journey 
for many years, hut her death occurred Feb- 
ruary 13, 1900. In the meantime, however, 
they had celebrated their golden wedding, 
living together for fifty-six years. They 
were the parents of eleven children : Otho, 
who is married and resides in Missouri; 
Mary, the deceased wife of George Woods; 
Louis, of Dakcta; George L., who is mar- 
ried and lived in Missouri; George. who is 
also married and lives in that state ; Barbara, 
the wife of Cicero Allison, of Alvin, Illi- 
nois ; Emma, the wife of Aleck Patrick, who 
for eight years has served as county sher- 

iff in Febraska; Alfred J., who lives in Al- 
vin, and married Miss Price, a daughter of 
the mall who carried the first mortar used 
in the erection of the first brick house in Chi- 
cago - Thomas Jefferson, who is married 
and lives in Danville; Daniel, who is mar- 
ried and is the proprietor of a hotel in Al- 
vin; and Lloyd P., also of this county. All 
the children received liberal literary educa- 
tional privileges and were also provided 
with instruction in music. Some of the 
sons having been away from home for sev- 
eral years, upon their return a grand re- 
union of the family was held and it proved 
a most enjoyable occasion. Mr. Allison has 
been a second time married, having on the 
14th of January, 1903, in Danville, wedded 
Mrs. Emma Rice, a daughter-in-law of J. J. 
Rice, one of the pioneers of Pilot township, 
Vermilion county. 

For many years Mr. Allison was an act- 
ive factor in the agricultural and stock-rais- 
ing interests of this portion of Illinois. He 
began his domestic life in a log cabin and 
thus lived until he could secure better ad- 
vantages. He drove oxen to the breaking 
plow, felled the forest trees and cleared 
awav the brush, this work largely occupy- 
ing his attention for about eleven years. At 
first he was the on7t.ner of four yoke of cat- 
tle, but he persevered in his work until his 
labors had brought him capital sufficient to 
pay for ninety-one acres of land. This he 
improved and from time to time he added to 
it until he owned seven hundred acres com- 
prised kvithin a number of valuable farms 
located in different parts of Vermilion coun- 
ty and some were situated upon the state 
line. Eventually he sold three hundred 
acres of his land for twelve thousand ddlars 
and later he p~irchased the Braden farm a 
half mile from Alvin. There he engaged in 
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general farming and stock-raising, making 
a specialty of keeping only high grade 
stock. He was always a lover of fine horses 
and has euer owned some excellent speci- 
mens of the noble steed. He  now owns a 
thoroughbred stallion and he bred nine hun- 
dred and sixty-four colts in eight years, 
traveling in that time sixteen thousand sev- 
en hundred and eighty-four miles in a cir- 
crtit. He has bred as high as one hundred 
and eighty-eight colts in one season. Aft- 
er living upon his farm near Alvin for some- 
time he removed to Alvin and he now makes 
his home in Danville. He owns city prop  
erty here and he also has eleven acres three 
miles north of Danville. In his political 
views Mr. Allison has ever been a stalwart 
Republican from the organization of the 
party. His life is indeed honorable and 
many of his sterling traits of character are 
worthy of emulation. He has never used 
liquor or tobacco and has never gambled. 
He has lived in peace with his fellow men 
and is modest and retiring in disposition. 
Wherever he has gone there has he won 
friends by reason of his genuine worth and 
now in his old age he has a wide acquaint- 
ance and all who know him esteem him 
highly. He numbers his friends among the 
young and old, rich and poor and he cer- 
tainly deserves mention in this volume. -- 
REV. DANA SHERRILL, A. M., B. D. 

This well known and honored citizen of 
Hoopeston, who is riow practically living 
a retired li.fe, was born in Lisbon, Kendall 
county, Illinois? on the 5th of June, 1842, 
his parents. being Lewis and Emeline 
(Moon) - Sherrill, both of whom were na- 

tives of New York, though they were mar- 
ried in Kendall cotmty, this state. The 
mother died in. November following the 
birth of our subject, and the father was 
again married in 1849, his second union be- 
ing with Janette Gilfillan, by whom he had 
three children, namely : Charles, a farmer 
of Lisbon; Mary, wife of Norman S. Shu- 
feldt, also an agriculturist; and Ida J., wife 
of I. V. Cryder, a farmer and stock-raiser. 
The father died July 16, 1897, and his 
second wife departed this life in -August, 

1899- 
Dana Sherrill, the only child of th; first 

union, attended the academy at Lisbon, Illi- 
nois, and later entered the prepaiatory de- 
partment of Edoit College, Wisconsin, in 
1859, and had about completed the course 
when the Civil war broke out. Not content 
to remain in school when he believed his 
services were needed a t  the front, he laid 
aside his text books, and on the zd of July, 
1861, enlisted for three years in Company 
D. Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 
with which he served for three mo~~ths  long- 
er than his term of enlistment. He was un- 
der the command of Captain LV. P. Pierce, 
Colonel Nicholas Greusel and General 
Sheridan most of the time. His first en- 
gagement was at  Pea Ridge, Arkansas, un- 
der the command of Generals Curtis and 
Seigel, after which the regiment was sum- 
moned to the relief of General Hallock in 
the siege of Corinth. The summer of 1863 
was spent in Mississippi, and Mr. Sherrill 
took part in the battles of Perryville and 
Stone River and the Tullahoma campaign. 
follo~ved by the battle of Chickarnauga, the 
first day's fight at Chattanooga and the cap- 
ture of Orchard Knob. He was also in the 
charge of Missionary Ridge under Sheri- 
dan, then went to the relief of Knoxville, 
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and wzs Iater in thk Atlanta campaign, be- 
ing a .member of Gordon Granger's .corps 
and in charge of the forage department. 
He was mustered out at Nashville and 

, finally discharagxi at Louisville in the fall of 
1864 with a war record of which he may be 
just1 y proud. 

Returning to Beloit, Wisconsin, Mr. 
Sherrill took up the regular course and was 
,pdttated in 1870 with the degree of A. M. 
Hal-ing determined to enter the ministry he 
next took a three years' course at the Chi- 
cago Theological Seminary, where he was 
graduated in 1873 and was afterward 
grar?ted the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. 
His first pastoral charge was at Forrest, 
Livingston county, Illinois, where he had 
previously acted as supply while in the sem- 
inary at Chicago, and had also filled the 
pulpit of the Congregational church at 
Chebanse, Illinois. In 1881 he became con- 
nected with the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation, being appointed superintendent of 
church and school work with headquarters 
at Savannah, Georgia, where he remained 
sis years, founding schools and churches 
throttgh the south and looking after the 
erection of church buildings and school- 
houses. Returning to Illinois in the fall of 
1887, he was installed as pastor of the Con- 
gregational church at Marshall, Clark coun- 
ty. where the following six years were 
passed, and for two years he was pastor of 
the church of the same denomination at Ma- 
zon, Crrundy county, Illinois. On account 
of ill health he then removed to Hoopeston, 
where he has since made his home, doing 
incidental church work and assisting the 
Home Missionary Society, though he has no 
regular charge. He often fills pulpits, how- 
ever, iH the absence of the regular pastor.' 
For the past five years he has spent the win- 

ter months in Daytona, Florida, where he 
also has a home Besides his city property 
he owns six hundred acres of farm land in 
the vicinity of Hoopeston and two hundred 
and forty acres in Kendall county, Illinois, 
renting both places. 

Mr. Sherrill was married at Saratoga, 
Illinois, Decen~ber 23, 1873, to Miss Lou- 
vicea Ayres, who was born in Fairfield 
county, Connecticut, in 1842, and is a sis- 
ter of Frederick H. Ayres, who is repre- 
sented on another page of this volume. 
They have a very pleasant home on East 
Penn street, which was purchased by Mr. 
SherrilI in 1891, and which is the abode of 
hospitality and good cheer. By his ballot he 
supports the men and measures of the Re- 
publican party, and he is a prominent mem- 
ber.of the Grand Army Post of Hoopeston, 
in which he has filled the offices of com- 
mander and chaplain. He is a man of high 
intellectuality, broad human sympathies and 
tolerance and is imbued with fine sensibil- 
ities as well as clearly defined principles, and 
he enjoys the respect, confidence and high 
regard of all who know him. 

While Alien 'I'. Catherwood never at- 
tained to prominence in the political world 
or sought to figure before the people in the 
light of a public official, there has probably 
never been a private citizen of Hoopeston 
who has exerted a stronger or more bene- 
ficial influence than the subject of this me- 
moir on account of his calm, clear and un- 
biased judgment, his honorable purpose, his 
clear insight into the affairs of the present 
and the possibilities of the future and his 
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unfaItering fidelity to what he believed to 
be right. So devoted was he to the public 
welfare of the town that no measure for the 
general good ever sought his aid and co- 
operation in vain. He held friendship in- 
violable and the relations of the home were 
to him a sacred trust. 

Allen Thompson Cathemood was born 
in Relmont county, Ohio, December 16, 
184.2, the eighth child in a family of ten 
children horn to James Catherwood and 
Lydia Tussey, who was a lineal descendant 
of the VOII Springers. He was about thir- 
teen years of age when his father died, leav- 
ing his mother-a woman of no ordinary 
strength and purity of character-with a 
large family of children and in straitened 
circumstances. For two years she remained 
in Ohio, and that Allen's young mind was 
busy was attested by the old legal friend 
who predicted of the "silent one" much that 
his early manhood fulfilled. 

In 18j8 Mrs. Cathenvood came with 
her family to Shelby county, Illinois, where 
she had wild land to be improved. Here 
the growing youth formed a friendship that 
was an education in independence, energy. 
sincerity and helpfulness to others which 
honored him who gave and him who re- 
ceived. This friend was Thomas Ponting, 
the pioneer in bringing Texas cattle to the 
Chicago markets and who was a stanch 
friend ever after and a man strong in his 
loyalty to what he thought right. Of him 
Mr. Catherwood gained his business train- 
ing and developed that keen insight and 
quick sympathy with human nature in var- 
ied conditions, which were afterward so 
large a factor in his success. It was of Mr. 
Ponting that Mr. Catherwood learned the 
cattle business and for a number of years 
he was connected with that business in the 

west, being among the first to drive and later 
to ship cattle to the Chicago markets. In 
1876 he became a resident of Vermilion 
county, settling upon a farm near Hoopes- 
ton. Shortly afterward purchasing a gro- 
cery store in Hoopeston in connection with 
~ a t h a n  \Villiams, he successfully conducted 
it for some years, for, though he had no 
previous experience in merchandising, he 
possessed practical comtnon sense, keen dis- 
cernment and enterprise and these qualities 
always win crosperitr. As a stockdealer 
he also con trolled extensive trade transac- 
tions until he ceased his purchases and sales 
of stock in order to devote his energ& to 
the grain business. 
- One of the strongest elements in his suc- 
cessful career was his recognition of oppor- 
tunity. He seemed to know just when, how 
and where to establish an enterprise so that 
it u-ould becorile a profitable source of in- 
come, and his business affairs were usually 
of such a character that they promoted pub- 
lic prosperity while contributing to his in- 
dividual success. He was instrumetal in 
founding many of the leading industries of 
Hoopeston, including the Hoopeston Can- 
ning Factory, of which he \\-as part owner 
and general manager for a number of years. 
In 13% S. S. n'lcCall had organized the 
Illinois Canning Company but after two 
years the enterprise met with failure. Some 
of the leading citizens of Hoopeston. includ- 
ing J. S. McFerren. William >loore, Cyrus 
Hart\\-ell. A. T. Cathem-ood. -A. H. Trego. 
J. 4. Cunningham, -A. Honeywell and 
Tllomas Williains, then leased the property 
in 1883 and en,gaged in the manufacture of 
sugar and in canning corn. The follo\ving 
year Mr. Cathenvood. Mr. Trego and Mr. 
McFerren took the factory, which they con- 
ducted tmtil they organized and established 
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.the Hoopeston Caqning Factory in 1884. 
Mr. Cathemood assumed the management' 
and under his capable control the business 
was conducted with excellent success until 
I@I, when he retired. The enterprise, 

.which was begun on a small scale, gradually 
increased until the volume of business trans- 
acted by the Hoopeston Canning Company 
had reached extensive proportions and the 
factory had become a paying investment, 
returning splendid dividends to the stock- 
holders. This was largely due to the man- 
agement and splendid business ability of Mr. 
Catherwood. 

For a number of years Mr. Catherwocd 
was also connected with the grain trade, 
buying and selling largely on the line of the 
Lake Erie & Western Railroad, owning 
large elevators at different points and form- 
ing partnerships in many of the towns in 
which he conducted his transactions as a 
grain merchant. He owned a large grain 
farm near Ambia, Indiana, in company with - 
Mr. M~illiams and he never lost his interest 
in agriculture or the promotion of the wel- 
fare of the farming class. 

In October, 1873, Mr. Cathenvood was 
united in marriage to Miss Cornelia Hart- 
 ell, of Hoopeston, who is an aunt as well 

-as a sister-in-law to Mrs. Mary Hartwell 
Catherwood, the author. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Cathenvood were born six children, of 
whom three are still living: Robert was 
married fine 4, 193, to Miss Lucy Cotton 
Morris and is practicing law in Chicago; 
Maude Hartwell and Naomi are with their 
mother and the latter is studying voice cul- 
ture in Chicago. 

Mr. Catherwood was called to various 
public offices and in matters pertaining to 
the general good he was helpful and gen- 
erous. He served as alderman of Hoop- 

eston for several terns and. was made the 
.chairman to investigate the different plans 
of waterworks, with the view of selecting 
the best for Hoopeston. He believed that a 
sanitary system of waterworks would great- 
ly lessen the possibility of an epidemic of 
contagious disease and to this end he gave 
special attention to the matter. He visited 
various places of the country on a tour of 
inspection and after the board reached a de- 
cision, practically embodying his ideas, he 
was given the general supervision of the 
construction of the waterworks system and 
with the assistance of his partner, Mr. Tre- 
go, he carried the work forward to success- 
ful completion. He was a member of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and in 
the 34asonic fraternity he attained the 
Knight Teniplar degree. On account of 
failing health he disposed of his business 
interests, retaining only his lands and other 
realty and prior to his death he spent one 
winter in California and one in Florida He 
passed away in the spring following his 
California visit. in June, 1892, leaving to 
his wife and children a legacy, which after 
eleven years have passed meets them still 
in the unfolding and fruition of his thought- 
ful plans for their comfort and guidance. 

CIIARLES C. WILLIAMS. 

Charles C. Williams needs no special in- 
troduction to the readers of this volume be- 
cause he is a native son of Vermilion coun- 
ty and also because he is a well known rep- 
resentative of business interests, having ex- 
te~sive landed possessions and carrying on 
stock-dealing on a large scale. He was born 
September I,  1861, about a mile and a 
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quarter northwest of Hoopeston, a son of 
Thomas and Lovina ( McFarland) Will- 
iams, who are represented on another page 
of this work. 

In the common schools of the locality 
Charles C. \Villiams acquired his prelimi- 
nary education, 11-hich \\-as supplemented by 
study in Hoopeston and also in Lebanon, 
Ohio. He \\-as thus well equipped to meet 
the practical and responsible duties of a busi- 
ness career. When about ti\-enty years of 
age he hecanle connected with the dry-goods 
tratle. continuing the business for about a 
year, after I\-hich he went to the 11-est, locat- 
ing in Omaha, Nebraska. H e  re~nained for 
about fourteen years in that city and during 
sis years of that time was connected with 
the Standard Oil Company, h a ~ i n g  charge 
of its office work in that city. He after~vard 
entered into business relations 11-ith John A. 
Creighton, one of the leading capitalists of 
Kebraska, I\-hoin he represented as general 
manager ancl cashier. His business esperi- 
eilce in the west was broatl ancl of a varied 
nature, and \\-ell qualified him for the re- 
spoi~sible duties \vhich he assumecl upon his 
return home. 

In 1894 Mr. l\'illiams returned to Hoop- 
estoil ancl entered upon the work of settling 
111) the Hoopes estate. as the successor of his 
father, \\-ho hacl beell al>l)ointed one of the 
executors. In this labor C. C. \\'illiams \\.as 
associate(1 with J. ,I. Cunningl~am and so 
continued until the final settlement of the 
estate. I;ollo\\-ing this Mr. 11-iliams as- 
sumecl the management of his father's prop- 
erty and wit11 him he ox\-11s three thousantl 
acres of land, and o\\-~.ns intlividually t\\-elye 
hundretl acres. all \\-ell improve(1 and con- 
stituting a I-ery valuable property. He is 
estensi\-ely engaged in farming and also 
raises stock for the market and both 

49 

branches of the business return him a very 
gratifying annual income. 

Qn the 20th of August, 1891, Mr: Will- 
' 

iams was married to Miss Anna S. Dillon, 
a native of Illinois and a daughter of Dr. 
Dillon, one of the early physicians of this 
state. During the early girlhood of his 
daughter he removed to Decatur, Illinois, 
where she was educated. By her marriage 
she hecanle the mother of one child, Leland 
T., 1~110 was born June I j, 1892. Mrs. 
l\'illiams belongs to the klethodist church 
and Mr. \I-illiams holds membership rela- 
tions with the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. In his political views he is 
a Denlocrat and by Governor Tanner he \\-as 
appointed one of the coz~missioners from 
the state of Illinois to the Omaha Exposi- 
tion. His life has been that of a typical 
-\n?erican business man, watchful of oppor- 
tunities, enterprising and u-ith the force of 
character that enables him to so direct his 
efiorts that \\-hat he undertakes shall reach 
a successful com~>letion. 

There is somet!:ing a!iin to poetic justice 
in the fact that this gentleman, an adopted 
son of -\merica I\-110 proved his loyalty to 
the comzti-j- in the dark days of the Civil 
\\-as. shoultl nou- be connected with the Sol- 
tliess' Home in Danville, exercising a strong 
inoral influence there in behalf of his old 
coinracies \\-I10 wore the blue uniform of the 
nnti011. 11s. h e r  came from a land noted 
for the lxaverq- and valor of its sons. his 
birth having occurred in Slvitzerland, June 
2, .  1841. His father. llelchior h e r ,  was 
the \-illage miller in his native town and 
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married Elizabeth Ne~~kom,  who was also 
a native of S\i-itzerland. In their family 
were seven children, the subject of this re- 
view being the sistli in order of birth. Only 
tivo of the family. hon-ever, are now living. 
the brother of our subject being Conrad 
.\uer, who is Iike~vise a resident of Danville. 
I t  IW in the year of 1848 that the parents 
crossed the -Atlantic to -Imerica and made 
their \\-a)- to St. Louis. llissouri, where they 
remained until the fall of 1851. whet1 they 
came to Illinois. Our subject \\-as a lad of 
eight surnlzlers at  the time of the emigration 
to the new world and remained under the 
parental roof until after the outbreak of the 
Ciyil war, 1?1:th the exception of about three 
years spent in Pike county, Illinois, ~vork- 
ing as a farin hand. bj- ~vhich he accluirecl 
the money to pay for his education. \J7itl1 
his brother, John G. --luer. he later served 
an apprenticeshil> to the sl~oen~aker's trade. 
He had bee11 deeply interested in the 
attitude of the south over the cluestion 
of slavery and its right to n-ithclrai~ 
from the Union and feeling that the 
national go~-ernme~lt  at  IVashington should 
he supreme he resolved to enter the ariny as 
a deiender of the I-nion cause. In 1861. 
therefore, he joined Compan~- D, First 31is- 
sot~ri Cavalry, \\-ith n-llich he served for 
three years and one month, taking part in 
the battles of I3lack IlTater. Pleasant Hill 
and Sen-tonia, 3lissouri, together with other 
engagenlents. 

,After his return from the war Rev. 
-4uer pursued a preparatory course of study 
and then eiltere.1 the Illinois liesleyan cn- 
iversity at Bloomingtoi~, \\-here he was grad- 
uated in 1870. Having prepared for the 
ministry llis first charge was in the West 
Jacksonville circuit. After spending six 
years in the ministry he entered the Garrett 

Biblical Znstitt~te a t  Evanston, Illinois, 
\\-here he was graduated with the degree of 
Rachelor of Divinity. H e  served as pastor 
of several churches and in the fall of 1894 
he came to Vermilion county, making his 
llonle at Jioss\-ille for a number of years. 
H e  afterward lived at Fairmotlnt and on the 
16th of Decenlber, 1899, he was appointed 
to  his prescnt position ir, connection with 
the Dansille branch of the National Sol- 
diers' Home. 

Rev. Auer was united in marriage to 
1Iiss ,\lice Pugh on the 3d of September, 
187-3. The ladv \\;as born in Shelbyville, 
Jllinois, Sol-ember I o. I 852, a daughter of 
11-illiam and Mary Pug$. She acquired her 
educaticn in tile Shelbyville Seminary and 
in Delan-are. Ohio, and by her marriage she 
has becoime the mother of three children: 
Edgar C., who is in Honduras, Central 
America ; Cllarles N., ~vho  is now in De- 
troit. Jlichigan; ancl \Villiain b!., at  home. 
Dora, a niece, has made her home with them, 
as a daughter, since infancy. 

Rei-. .-iner sotes n-ith the Republican 
partv and is a member of the Grand Army 
bf the I<el~~~hlic  and of the Union Veterans 
Legion. For thirty-tn-o years he has been 
a nlelnber of the Illinois Conference and at 
present he is sersing as chaplain in chief of 
the U11ioi1 Veterans Legion. Almost his 
entire life has been de\-oted to the work of 
estentlii~g the cause of Christianity so that 
all men shall be Christ's follo~vers. His in- 
fluence has been u-itlely and effectively felt 
ai.rtl wherever he has gone his earnest pur- 
pose, his strong ant1 logical utterances and 
his tlesotion to his cause have made their 
jmpression upon his hearers for the better- 
111ent of mankind. Since conling to the Sol- 
diers' IIonle in Danville he has organized 
a temperance club and for three years he 
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served as its president. H e  is a man of deep 
human sympathy. aI\va?-s ready to  extend 
a helping hand to those in need oi material 
or moral assistance and in his position he has 
won in marked degree the confidence. re- 
spect ancl love of the old soldiers. - 

G. 34. H.ISTAy, D. D. S. 

The splentlitlly equipped dental office of 
Dr. I-Ta~lly is ex-idence of his success and his 
prominence in his profession. His suite of 
rooms constitutes one of the finest dental 
offices in this part of the state and is sup- 
plied with every motlern appliance kno\\-n to 
the profession that is of value in facilitating 
work in his line. The Doctor tleserves great 
creclit for n-hat he has accomplishetl. as 
from an early day he has been dependent 
upon his own resources and lie is not only 
a self-mncle man. hut a seli-eclucated man 
as well. antl in a profession \\-here advance- 
ment depends upon indivitlual merit lie has 
gained a position of prestige. 

Tlie Doctor \\-as born Julj- 2;;. 1857. in 
Soutll Carolina. and is a son of John Had!-. 
His father was born in Rllode Islantl and 
after arriving at years of ~naturit?- 11-etltled 
Emeline EIack. \\-110 \\-as a native of Penn- 

r. sylvania. i he>- became the parents of three 
sons. of \\-horn J. E. (lied at the age of 
twentj--seven !-ears. \\-hile S. E. is now lii-- 
ing at Gibson City. Illitlois. The father was 
in the employ of the Southern Railroatl 
Conlpany as a landscape and scenic painter. 
~vorking iin the shops at Marion. South Car- 
olina. . i t  the time of the Civil war he joined 
the Confederate army and \\-as killed in the 
service. 

\Vhen but a chiltl Dr. Hanl!- \vent to 
Marietta, Ohio, with his mother. She is 
still living a t  the advanced age of seventy 

- 

years. making her home with her son. In 
I C ~ I  the IJoctor buried his ,mdrnother. 
3Irs. Maria E. Black. who \\-as then in the 
ninety-eighth year of her age. On leaving 
the south Mrs. Hanly went to Indianapolis, 
Indiana. and suhsequent1~- to 3Iadison. \\-is- 
consin. \\-here the Doctor \\-as reared. ll-hen 
onl?- ahout eig-ht ?-ears old he \\-as bound out 
to an old German fanner. n-ho died eighteen 
n ~ o t ~ t h s  later. Our subject afterward fol- 
1011-ed various pursuits in order to pro\-icle for 
the <upport of himself and his mother. -h- 
hitious. il-ttlustrious antl energetic. he had 
rnanaqed to conlplere a course in a business 
college and in a private school'at the time 
he \\-as sixteen !-ears of age. doing chores 
ant1 also cooking for his teacher in orcler to 
pa?- for his tuition. H e  aftenlard fo11o11-ed 
cnrpentp- ~vork for t\\-o \-ear.: anct then. de- 
terinining to make the profession of dm- 
tistrv Iiis iife work. a t  the age sf eighteen 
11c began studying \\-it11 a dentist of Xazo 
IIanie, I\- isconsin. \\-it11 ~vhonl he remained 
fcr t\\-em>--fix-e n~ontlis. 

During that time Dr. Hanlj- gained a 

conli>rehe~~si~-e kno\\-letlge of the practice 
of tlenti stry nn(l then enterecl into partner- 
ship relatii,ns \\-it11 0. T. Taylor. o i  \\-me- 
ka. \\-isconsill. \\-ith \\-horn he remained for 
;1i)to:it i~wrieen ~nontlis at that place. To- 
gether they t l~en rein~31-etl to \\-ahpeton. 
Sort11 Dakota. \\-here they l~mcticed for t\vo 
1-enr.; a11d tllen tlissol\ etl partnership. In 
I S S ~ J  Us. Nanly beg-mi business alone and 
not onl?- p ined  success as n member of the 
dental iraternity. but also prospered in 
111an)- speculaticx~s ant1 i~ivestn~ents in that 
stzte. He purchnsetl equities ant1 traficked 
in Inn(1 ~mtil  he hail nearly t\vo tl~ousanci 
acres. He also <)I\-necl store bnilclings anrl 
six residences besides a stock n i  (1n1g-s iin 
\\-rthpetun a11cl in the last nnr~lecf enterprise 
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he was associated with his brother. He re- 
mained in North Dakota from the winter of 
1879 tmtil ~&p, when he came to Ho6pes- 
ton, arriving in this city on Christmas eve 
of that year. He had partially disposed of 
his interests before leaving the north, retain- 
ing, however, his city property, whicl~ 11e has 
since sold. He brought with him to this 
place a b u t  four thousand dollars and has 
since realized about eight thousand dollars 
upon the property which he held in North 
Dakota. 

On locating in Hoopeston Dr. Hailly 
purchased a lot, on which he built a resi- 
dence at  a cost of six thousand dollars. La- 
ter he bought two acres more and in 1899 
he purchased fifteen acres adjoining, on 
wf~ich he built four good residences. On 
the 7th of December, 1 9 1 ,  he suffered con- 
siderable loss in the fire which destroyed the 
IllcFerren block, his total loss arno~~nting 
to twenty-four hundred dollars, on ~vl~ich 
he had but seven hundred dollars insurance. 
This fire occurred while he was absent on 
a visit to Indianapolis, but within twenty- 
four hours after the fire he had re-opened 
his office in the Hamilton & Cunningl~am 
Bank block and thus with only a few hours' 
interruption he \\;as continuing his profes- 
sion, in which he has nlet with the most 
marked success. When the new McFerren 
block was completed, on the 15th of May, 
18g6. he removed to that building, where 
he has a suite of three rooms. He fittecl up 
his office at an expense of twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars and there are no better equipped 
dental apartments in the state outside 
the city of Chicago. He uses all the latest 
appliances and facilities for carrying on his 
practice which has reached very large pro- 
portions, his patronage coming to him from 
a wide territory, In addition to his other 

interests here the Doctor owns a lot and 
training barns adjoining the city park. 
Both he and his wife have all\-ays been lovers 
of fine horses. The Doctor has owned some 
very valuable stock. He to-day owns a brood 
mare \vhich has foaled five colts, and Hazel 
H., the two-year old, has made a half-mile 
in one minute and four seconds and a mile 
in two minutes and twenty-five seconds. Her 
ft11l sister. Pansie. after ninteen days' driv- 
ing. made a record of a :so. Dr. Hanly also 
has tu-o other colts that are very prominent. 
'The mare is by Albert, and the two colts 
were sired by Jay IVom1, by Nut\vood. 

On ihc 10th of October, 1883, in jVa11- 
peton, Xorth Dakota, Dr. Hanly was united 
in marriage to 3liss Viola L. Corry, who 
was born in Broon~ville, near Tiffin, Ohio, 
Deceillber 6, 1862, a daughter of Use1 and 
IIary (Eastman) Corry, both of wl~onl are 
natives of Greene county, New York. The 
father conductecl a saw~l~ill and also carried 
or! farming. In 1893 he came to Hoopeston 
al-td in connection with 0. P. Chamberlain 
owns the Independent Telephone System of 
this place, having co~lstructed the plant 
\\-hich he no\\- conducts. Mrs. Hailly has 
t ~ ~ o  l~rotl~ers and one sister: Ed, Mrs. 0. 
P. Chamberlain ancl l i .  I.. all of whom are 
residents of Hoopestoi-r. Like her huband 
she is very fond of fine horses and is an es- 
cellent judge of the noble speed. She also 
takes much interest in fine poultry and has 
been identified with various poultry associa- 
tions, before \vhich she has read papers bear- 
ing on the subject in its different branches. 
The Doctor and' his wife have no children, 
but his mother is a member of the household 
and from her the Doctor has never been 
separated. He provided for her support 
in his early boyhood and they have always 
!ked together. 
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In his political affiliations the Doctor is 
a Denlocrat and has served as a delegate to  
county and congressional conventions. On 
the a! st of ApriI, 1903. he was elected alder- 
man from the second ~vard  of Hoopeston, 
opposing a strong candidate on the business 
nten's ticket. Socially he is con~lected lvith 
the Tndependent Order of Odd Fellows. the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity and the ?,Iocl- 
ern T,Voodn~en of -America. In his youth 
he harl many hardsltips and difficulties to 
overcome. but lvith persistent purpose he 
surmounted all obstacles in his l~ath. H e  
has a genial temperament and a disposition 
\vhich enables him to meet contlitions of life 
~vithottt Ivorry. H e  has al~vaj-s managetl to 
take things easily. \vhich is by far the best 
method. -At the same time he has bee11 
quick io note an opportunity and to improve 
it. and tl~roug-11 his marked ability in his 
profession and his jutlicious investments in 
property he has become one of the success- 
f ul men of Ve1111ilion county. 

JOHN \V. FOX. 

John \V. Fox is 1101~ living on section 
29. Mitltllefork to\vnsl~ip. allout four nliles 
f m n ~  Potonlac. n-here Ile o ~ v t ~ s  a good farm. 
1)ut the care and cultivation of his land he is 
leaving to others ~ ~ h i l e  he is enjo)-ing a 
richly merited rest fro111 labor. Since 1872 
his !lome has been \\-ithi11 the borders of this 
state and since the spring of 1875 he has 
resiclecl in Vermilion coanty. H e  was born 
near Zanesville. in AIusking1111 county, 
Ohio. - \ u g ~ ~ s t  1. 1839. and is a son of Reese 
Fox, whose birth occurred i t1  Chester co~un- 
tv. Pennsylvania, in 1808. The grantlt'a- 
ther, Joseph Fox. was like\\-ise bor11 in the 
ICeystone stzte and came of a family of 

\Velsh and Scotch ancestry that was 
founded in Pennsylvania at an early epoch 
in its history. There Keese Fox was reared 
ancl married to Phebe \l;.lson, a native of 
Chester county. Pennsyll-ania. Soon after 
his nlarriage he removed westlvard to  Ohio. 
becorning one of the pioneer settlers of 
3tuski11gurn county. By trade he mas a 
shoemaker ant1 follo~ved that pursuit for a 
few years in Zanesville. Later he purchased 
land and itnprovecl a farm upon which he 
reared his iantily ancl spent his last days. 
j x s s i ~ ~ g  anay in 1887. at the advanced age 
of se\-enty-nine years. His wife survived 
him for a few years and then she too was 
callecl to her final home. John \V. \\-as the 
youngest and the only so11 in their family 
of four chiltiren. all of n-horn reached adult 
age. The eldest. Mrs. Elizabeth Mercer. is ' 
no\\- a I\-idow living in M~iskingnn~ county, 
Ohio. Jfrs. Maria Pierce is also a \{-idow 
living in that county and Mrs. Sybilla Pey- 
ton has likewise lost her husband and makes 
her ltorne in lluskingum county. 

I t  was in that county that John \V. F o s  
was reared upon the old homestead farm 
11-liile in the district schools he obtained llis 
etlucation. remaining \\-it11 his father there 
until t~venty-t~vo years of age. In 1561 he 
tlonnetl the blue uniforrn of the northern 
arniy ant1 joined Company D. of the Sev- 
enty-eight11 Ohio 1-olunteer Infantry. which 
\\-as assignet1 to duty in the army of the 
Cuml~erlnnd. H e  thus participated in the 
hattles of Sl~iloh. Raymond: Champion Hill, 
Jackson ancl the siege and capture of Vicks- 
burg. after \vhich he was gantecl a thirty 
days' furlough. ~vllich he spent at home \-is- 
iting friclids. On the espiration of that 
,,eri~tl he rejoined his regiment at K.;enesa\\- 
3Iotrntain and participated in the hard 
fought battle there. H e  was likewise in the 
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Atlanta campaign where the regiment suf- 
fered severely, losing about one thousand of 
its number in a few hours. Mr. Fox also 
took part in the siege of Atlanta and later 
went with Sherman on the march to the sea, 
taking part in a hotly coiltested enggement 
on a big rice plantation near Savanah, that 
being the last engagement in which he par- 
ticipated during the Civil war as his term of 
enlistment had expired. H e  was sent home 
by way of Xew York city and honorably 
discharged at Columbus, Ohio, in January. ' 
1865. -After his return he worked as a farm 
hancl for a few years. 

Mr. Fox was married in his old home 
neighborhood in Muskingum county, Au- 
-gust T7. 1865, to Eliza ,Ann McDonald, who 
was hcrn in that county and reared and edu- 
cated there. Her father, Joseph McDonald, 
was a native of Pennsylvania and in his 
childhood was taken to the Buckeye state 
where he remained during the period of his 
minority and for many years after his mar- 
riage. His wife who bore the maiden name 
of Jane Iiunter was a native of Ohio. Aft- 
er  their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Fox began 
their domestic life on a farm. renting for 
about a year, after which they purchasecl a 
tract of land on which they Iived until 1872. 
Ir? that year our subbject sold his property 
in Ohio and removed t o  Illinois. where he 
again operated rented land for four years. 
He  then purchased his present property com- 
prising one hunclred annd seventy acres, on 
section 29, Middlefork to\vnship, and with 
characteristic energy began to cultivate and 
improve the fields and as the demand has 
arisen he has erected a large and substantial 
residence and good out buildings and has 
othei-wise improved his property until it is 
valuable as well as attractive in appearance. 
l i e  has planted shade trees around his home, 

has a good orchard and his land is well 
drained by tiling. He  has also fenced his 
property and thus divided it into fields of 
convenient size and each year he annually 
harvests good crops and also sends a large 
number of cattle to market. 

Rfrs. and Mrs. Fox have one son living, 
Reese Otto, tvho is married and carries on 
the home farm. He has two living children 
--Nellie Gertrude ancl Frances. Our sub- 
ject and his wife also lost a daughter, Ret- 
tie Jane, who became the wife of John Endi- 
cott and both are now deceased. They left 
a daughter, Bessie, who makes her home 
with her grandparents. In his political ad- 

b 
herence Mr. Fox. is a Republican, where 
national issues areinvolved. At local elec- 
tions, where the object is to secure men cap- 
able of attending to the business of town 
or county, he votes independently. He  has 
preferred to give his time and attention to 
farm work rather than seeking office and 
thus he has never been prominent in polit- 
ical circles. He  has served, however, on the 
school hoard for a number of years and has 
been effective in his work in behalf of educa- 
tion. His wife was reared in the faith of 
the Presbyterian church, both are highly es- 
teemed people of the community and have 
long been identified with Vermilion county. 
They enjoy the warm regard of many 
friends ancl Mr. Fox well merits the retire- 
ment from labor which he is now enjoying, 
as through former years of business activ- 
ity he won a conlfortable competence. 

I;. N. ODBERT, M. D. 

Dr. I;. F. O d k r t  was born April 15, 
I 8 57. in iVasl~in,gton county, Pennsylvania, 
and was educated in the public schools and 
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in Waynesburg College. He studied medi- 
cine in the jeflerssn Media! College, of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and was grad- 
uated in the class of 18%. He came to In- 
clianola immediately after his graduation 
and began practice here. 

Dr. Odbert was married March 30, 1887, 
to Alice Bradway-, of Fairmount, Illinois, 
and they have one child, Nellie C., now- thir- 
teen years of age. In politics he is a Repub- 
lican. In his church relations the Doctor is a 
34ethodist, and fraternally he is connected 
with the Benevolent and Protective Order 
o i  Elks and the Masonic Lodge. For twelve 
years he has been a member of the board of 
pension examiners. The Doctor enjoys a 
good practice in Indianola, 1%-hich is the re- 
sult of his skill in his chosen profession, and 
he is regarded as a substantial and worthy 
citizen of the con~~riunity in which he lives. 

P 

JZ'ILLI;1, G. C-\THC-ART. 

Among- the younger men of Vermilion 
county who have achieved success it1 the 
brisiness world is the subject of this review, 
wllo was born it1 the town of Natrona, 
Mason co~ulty, Illinois, February S! 1869, a 
son of John i\l. and Sarah J. (Alexander) 
Cathcart, both of ~vhom were natives of 
County Tyrone, Ireland. John h1. Cath- 
cart was born in that county, March 12, 
1842, in the town of Pomeroy. His father, 
Galxiel Cathcart, was likewise a native of 
County Tyrone as was his wife. Gabriel 
Catllcart was one of the landed proprietors 
of his comm~~nity and belonged to one of the 
old families of Ireland. He and his wife al- 
ways made their home in Ireland, although 
they visited their son several times. He 
lived to the ripe old age of eighty-seven 

years, while his wife passed away at the age 
of sixty. 

john M. Cathcart was second in a fam- 
ily of seven children born to his parents and 
in the county of his nativity received a fair 
education. He early beg-an a business ca- 
reer, ll~\\-ever. being but sisteen years of 
age. and for two years ran a family grocery 
store. On the 1st day of March, 1860, he 
sailed from Queenstown and landed in New 
York after a voyage of thirteen days, which 
was a remarkably short time for that period. - 
Coming directly west Mr. Cathcart located 
in hlorgan county, Illinois. being employed 
the first sunliner on a farm near -4lexander 
Station. IIe thus acquired a knowledge of 
how farming was conducted in America and 
the next year rented a farm of one hundred 
acres. He continued to rent in Morgan and, 
Logan counties. Illinois, for several years 
and became quite extensively engaged in 
stock-raising. In I 866 hIr. Cathcart made 
his first purchase, locating on a farm of three 
hundred and twenty acres in 3fason county, 
I l l i i s .  This place he broke and improved 
ant1 resided upon it for seventeen years. In 
1883 he \vent to Sebraska and in company 
lvith his brotlier-in-law. Ivilliam and Jo- 
seph Xlexancler. he operated an extensive 
cattle ranch i!l \I-ebster and Stckles coun- 
ties. He contin~~ed in the cattle business for 
four years and returning to Illinois, he 
erected a grain elevator and engaged in the 
lumber and grain business at Broadlands, 
Illinois. In 1891 Mr. Cathcart moved to 
Sidell. Illinois. lvhere he established a similar 
b~lsiness, \v11ich he conducted in connection 
wit11 the Eroadlands business up to 1896, 
since which time has been living retired. 

On the 15th of So~ernber, 186 j, John 
11. Cathcart was united in marriage to Miss 
Sarah J. Alexander, a daughter of James 
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-4lexander of County Tyrone, Ireland. H e  
died when Mrs. Cathcart was a sillall child 
and for years she made her home ~vith her 
brothers, Ii'illiam and Joseph illesander, 
who were prominent men of Illinois. Jo- 
seph ,Alexander is deceased and IVilliarn 
makes his home when in Illinois, with Mr. 
Cathcart. He, as  was his brother, is an ex- 
tensive owner of Ion-a, Sebraska and Illi- 
nois farm land. Three children have been 
horn to Mr. Czthcart and wife as follo~vs: 
Florence, the wife of John H. Herron, died 
May 14, 1899, leaving one chilcl, -Alexander 
Cathcart Herron, a little lad of five pears. 
\fTilliam G. is the subject of this review. 
John is now serving as assistant cashier of 
the Bank of Lyons. -Alesal-~der & Com- 
pany. Mr. Cathcart and wife are menlbers 
of the Christian church of Siclell, in n-liich 
he is serving as deacon. Fraternally he is a 
Mason and in political belief he is a Repub- 
lican. 

\L7illian1 C. Cathcart received his pri- 
mary education in the schools of Natrona, 
Illinois, which he supplementetl by an attend- 
ance in a Jaclcsonville high school. 11s Mr. 
Cathcart espresses it "he had no youth" for 
at the age .of fifteen he went west to Xe- 
hraska and assumecl the management of 
Alexander and Cathcart's cattle ranch in 
\Vehster county. The eslxsure to inclement 
weather resulted in his contracting rlieuma- 
t i s n ~  very badly anel for a time it was thought 
that he ~vo~ll t l  be unfit for outtlmr life again. 
and partially on that account the Bank of 
Lyons. :\lesander & Colnpa~lp. of Sidell, 
lilinois, was org-anizetl. and Nr. Cathcart 
placed in charge as cashier. He had pre- 
v i o t ~ s l ~ ~  spent six months in the First Xa- 
tional Bank of Paris, Illinc)is, there famil- 
iarizinq hiinself ~vith banking anel - bauk 
methods. uiider the direct supervisioll of th'e 

president. -\. J .  Bakr .  H e  has been cash- 
ier since its organization in 1587 and two 
years later was admitted to the firm a; a 
partner. In 1896 3lr. Cathcart, his brother- 
i~~-la\v, John H. Herron, and his father, 
John 11. Cathcart, established the Sidell 
grain and elevator company which was in- 
corporated in 1902 with our subject as presi- 
dent. The fir111 o~vns and operates seven 
elevxtors heside the transfer elevator at Mt. 
T7ernon, Illinois. \~hich  has a capacity of 
one liunclretl ant1 hit!- thousancl bushels of 
grain. Mr. Cathcart is the president of two 
nation,a+ I>anks in Intlia11 Territory, the I\Je- 
leetka and the First Sational of IVen-oka. 
P,cjtl~ banks were established in 1902 and are 
in t11rivii.g conclition. In c~nnection with 
his 11-ife Air. Catl~cart owns antl operates 
sirtee11 huntlred acres of land, to ~vhich he 
gives his active supervision. 

The t-uarriage of IVilliam G. Cathcart 
ant1 3Tiss --\nna Sconce was celebrated June 
[ 2 ,  1890. She is a claughter of James S. 
antl Einma (Sotlo\~sky) Sconce, a coiill>lete 
rccortl of \\-hose lives appear else~vhere in 
tliis A-olume. One child has blessed 
the union of our subject and his, 
i f :  Celia S., l~orn May 9, 1893, 
is attentling the home scliool. Both 
l l r .  ant1 Mrs. Catl~cat-t are members of the 
ITethotlist El)iscopal church. 17raternally he 
is a n?eml>er of the I>lue lotlge at Sidell and 
the chapter- at I)an\-ille of the hlaso~lic fra- 
ternity ant1 also of the Eetievolent and Pro- 
tective Ortler of Elks of Danville. In  po- 
litical helief he is a stal~vart Rel>ublican, and 
has servetl as mayor and trustee of Sidell. 
I=CII- i f  any 111eil are nlore ~videly known in 
tlle section of the state in ~vhich he lives than 
1Ir. Cathcart. ant1 the esteem in 1vhic11 he is 
1:eltl is 1)ut a just tribute to the sterling worth 
of the man. 
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